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Canada deplores deportation of Palestinians 

( wT^LF an ^ fl Ministcr for Forc *8" Affair and Trade 
W ore * IswJ, » depomiion of four Palest!- 
ftom the Occupied territories. Mr. Evans said that the deportations 

551 ° n “ ay ,9 \ were ** x™™* occasion this year that Israel 
had expeued Palestinian residents of the territories. The earlier deporta- 

S ' ? pr f cscrlte ? a resam P t *on of the practice after Israel had 
fo ™ ** p onlsh ™ :m for wer a year. “We arc aware 
dS ££ f **■»* environment in recent months, but 

that h not a justification for deporta do ns in breach of international law “ 
Mr. fcvans said. “Such deportations represent a continuing violation of 
human rights in the occupied territories in spite of international criticisms 
of such action, including the United Nations Security Council 
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Indonesia tefls U S. Palestine must be fairly treated 

JAKARTA (R) — Indonesian President Suharto, ruler of the world's 
largest Muslim population, said on Wednesday for the first time that any 
Middle East peace settlement must guarantee Israel's existence. He made 
the remarks in a meeting with U.S. Vice President Dan Quayle, State 
Secretary Murdiono told reporters. "The president stressed that a 
settlement in the Middle East as a whole will only be possible if the 
Palestine issue is solved fairly Murdiono said. “Certainly on the other 
hand we must guarantee the de facto existence of Israel." he quoted 
Suharto as telling Ouayle. Indonesia, with a mainly Muslim population of 
more than VO million, has diplomatic relations with the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation but has never recognised Israel. Ouayle told 
reporters he had “very substantive talks" with Suharto but would not give 
details. His staff said he would make an unscheduled overnight stop in 
Jakarta before (tying to New Delhi to attend Friday's funeral of former 
Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi who was assassinated Tuesday. 
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King: Bush’s peace initiative is acceptable 
though contingent on implementation of 242 

‘Arabs should draw lessons from Gulf crisis not seek scapegoats’ 


AMMAN — His Majesty King 
Hussein Wednesday announced 
that Jordan had accepted the 
U.S. peace initiative brought to 
the region by American Secretary 
of State James Baker, but he 
made it dear that acceptance was 
based on “our conviction that 
resolution 242 should be im- 
plemented, respecting the princi- 
ple of land for peace.'* 

“Peace which everybody in the 
area needs after this long conflict 
must not be approached with the 
mentality of the businessman who 
seeks to maximise bis profit at the 
expense of the other party," said 
King Hussein at a ceremony for 
the graduation of a new class of 
senior army officers from the 
Royal War College. 

The King nored that the Arab- 
Israeli conflict remained the most 
important regional issue and he 
said this conflict has become the 
“oldest" of all international dis- 
putes. 

“The human rights that have 
been most manifestly denied are 
those of the Palestinian people, a 
part of whom continues to five 
under occupation," the King 
said. 

The King noted that the facts 
on the ground are painful and 


“we must face them as they are. 
We cannot continue to close" our 
eyes to the reality of which we are 
part. We can neither hide it nor 
make it vanish by raising our 
voices in protest against it. We 
must deal with reality with open 
eyes and open minds in order to 
achieve a better situation even if 
it falls short of our hopes. This is 
a fact of life." 

King Husseitr stressed that “an 
in-depth look at the Palestinian, 
problem and at the nature of the 
Arab- Israeli conflict, its scale and 
dimensions and at the land mass 
on which it takes place, with its 
area and resources, would show 
that peace cannot be achieved 
merely by signing an accord." 

He stressed that peace would 
need to be protected and de- 
veloped, “thus acquiring regional 
and international dimensions.” 

The King said that an alterna- 
tive to peace following the out- 
come of the Gulf crisis would be a 
continuation of the status quo. 

“We must remember that the 
status quo is not static. It changes 
constantly and always to die 
worse. If we were to plot a graph 
of the lost opportunities for peace 
we would find that the tens on 
the ground today are more pain- 


ful than they were at any of the 
opportunity's lost in the past." 
the King noted. 

King Hussein listed 13 points 
which, he said, contained lessons 
that can be drawn from the Gulf 
crisis, stressing the fact the 
Tragedy in the Gulf reflected 
“the features of a new world 
order of which we are part even 
though we are not among its 
prominent makers.” 

He stressed that world order 
was not a dub "to be joined by 
the states that chose to do so by 
filling an application form, but is 
a fact of life.” . 

The world order, he said, is so 
interconnected that no state can 
afford to separate itself, from it. 

King Hussein called on the 
Arabs to interact with tbe world 
order from a united and harmo- 
nious stands "not as disparate 
and conflicting states." King Hus- 
sein called on Arab states to work 
together for a new era away from 
die current tendencies represent- 
ing tbe first Jahiliyah ( pre-Islam ic 
age of ignorance), when Arabs 
fought among themselves and 
allied themselves with either Ro- 
man of Persian superpowers of 

(Continued on page 4) 



His M^esty King Hussein Wednesday delivers his speech at the 
graduation of senior officers from the Royal War College 


India mourns Gandhi, Congress 
elects widow to lead party 


NEW DELHI, Inffia (AP)' — 
While India’s dominant Congress 
Party on Wednesday elected Ra- 
jiv Gandhi’s widow to lead the 
party, apparently hoping to reap 
voter sympathy after the assas- 
sination of the former prime 
minister, the country began a 
week of mourning for the former 
prime minister, whose assassina- 
tion touched off rioting and 
forced postponement of the 
bloodiest election since inde- 
pendence. 

“It is a serious threat to demo- 
cracy. It is a shame for us," said 
Prime Minister Chandra 
Shekhar, whose government 
placed police and troops on the 
highest level of alert. 

Rajiv Gandhi's death in a 
bomb blast Tuesday touched off 
rioting, forced postponement of 
the bloodiest election since inde- 
pendence and left the party with- 
out a dear leader. 

The Gandhi family dynasty has 
dominated Indian politics for 
three generations — 37 of its 43 
years as an independent nation. 
Polls had predicted the Congress 
Party would win the most seats in 


the current parliamentary elec- 
tion, setting up Rajiv Gandhi's 
return to tbe prime nrinsSter's 
post. 

With her intra-party election, 
the politically inexperienced 
Sonia Gandhi is in line for the top 
post. But in a possible sign she 
would be little more than a 


figurehead, her choice was 
announced before she was in- 
formed, party leaders said. Her 
response • was not immediately 
known. 

The decision could not im- 
mediately be conveyed to Mrs. 

(Continued am page 4) 


King condoles Indian president 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Wed n esday seat a 
r»hie of condolences to the President of India Ramaswami 
Vcakat aram an on the passing of the former Indian Prime Minister 
Rqjir Gandhi. In his cable tile King said: 

I was deeply aggrieved by the shocking news of the assassination off 
Mr. Rajiv Gandhi. This tragedy is mourned Ear beyond the 
boundaries of your great nation because Mr. Gandhi was a world 
y t n t i Mawan of rare qualities, who was devoted to the noble 
principles of democracy, national unity, aad peaceful coexistence 
under tbe role of law, on which the modern state of India arose. On 
this sad occasion the government and people of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan join me in sending our heartfett condolences to 
your excellency and to the government and people of India. 
Meanwhile, Prime Mfeiister Mndar Badran sent a cable of 
condolences to his iwHbm counterpart Chandra Shekhar express- 
ing d«ep sadness and shock over tbe assassination of Gandhi. 
Badran said that Gandhi would be remembered as one of the 
prominent leaders of India who dedicated bis fife to serving his 
nation. 


Syria, Lebanon sign 


DAMASCUS (Agencies » — • The 
presidents of Syria and Lebanon 
on Wednesday signed a broad 
cooperation treaty which some 
Lebanese Christians fear would 
lead to tbe annexation of their 
fractured country by its powerful 
neighbour. 

Lebanese President Elias Hra- 
wi led a large delegation of gov- 
ernment officials to the ceremony 
at the new, hilltop Ash Shaab 
presidential palace. 

President Hafez Assad and 
Hrawi signed the document im- 
mediately after the Lebanese de- 
legation arrived by road from 
Beirut in the early afternoon. 

During the ceremony. Assad 
told Hrawi the treaty ushered a 
new “era of cooperation and 
brotherhood" between the two 
countries. 

“What is between Syria and 
Lebanon is God made." be said. 
“What is good for Lebanon is 
good for Syria and security and 
prosperity in one of the two 
countries will reflect on the 
other.” 

As the delegation was on its 
way to the Syrian capital. Pat- 


riarch N&srallah Sfeir, spiritual 
leader of the Maronites, the 
country's largest Christian sect, 
issued a statement openly reject- 
ing the treaty. 

Two Maronite members of the 
cabinet. Roger Deeb and Geoige 
Saade, declined to join the de- 
legation that headed for the Sy- 
rian capital. 

Prime Minister Omar Karami, 
a Sunni Muslim, the other minis- 
ters in his government, and par- 
liament Speaker Hussein Hus- 
seini, a Shiite Muslim actended 
the signing ceremony. 

The pact is to be submitted to 
the Syrian and Lebanese parlia- 
ments before it takes effect. 
Dates for the sessions have not 
been set, but neither house is 
expected to challenge the pact. 

In his statement broadcast by 
Beirut radio stations, Sfeir said 
Lebanon “is in no position to 
conclude Lreaties before liberat- 
ing its land, deploying its army 
across the country and restoring 
state authority.” 

He said the so-called treaty of 

(Continued on page 5) 


King, Mubarak exchange views 


AMMAN (Perra) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Wednesday exchanged in a telephone conversation 
with Egyptian President Husni Mubarak views on 
the latest political developments in the Arab arena 
and efforts to bring about a comprehensive peace- 
ful settlement to the region. Mr. Mubarak has just 


ended a tour which took him to several Arab and 
European countries. This is the first personal 
contact between the King and Mr. Mubarak since 
August last year. Last week Mr. Mubarak, while 
visiting France, sent the King a message related to 
peace efforts in the region. 


Baker blasts Israel 
over settlement policy 


WASHINGTON (A Pi Secretary 
of State James A. Baker blasted 
Israel's policy Wednesday of 
establishing settlements in the 
occupied Arab territories calling 
in the biggest obstacle to Aratv 
Israeli peace talks. 

Using uncharacteristically 
harsh language. Baker said the 
Israeli policy "substantially 
weakens” his hand in his efforts 
to set up Middle East peace 
negotiations. 

“Nothing has made my job of 
trying to find Arab and Palesti- 
nian partners for Israel more 
difficult than being greeted by a 
new settlement every time I ar- 
rive," Baker said in testimony 
before the House Foreign Affairs 
Subcommittee on Foreign Opera- 
tions. 

His remarks about the pros- 
pects for the success of his peace 
efforts in the region were general- 
ly upbeat m his prepared testi- 
mony. But he came down hard on 
Israel at the conclusion of his 
appearance in response to ques- 
tions from the subcommittee 
chairman. Rep. David Obey. 

“Every time I have gone to 
Israel in connection with tire 
peace process on each of my four 
trips, I have been met with the 
announcement of new settlement 
activity," Baker said. “This does 
violate United States policy." 


He said the settlement activity 
in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
is the first issue that Arab govern- 
ments and Palestinians raise 
when he travels to the regi on on 
-peace missions. 

“I don’t think there is any 
bigger obstacle to peace than the 
settlement activity that continues 
not only unabated but at an en- 
hanced pace,” Baker said. 

He said the Israelis have shown 
no interest in a deal whereby they 
would suspend settlement activi- 
ties in the occupied territories in 
exchange for an end to the Arab 
state of belligerency against Israel 
or an end to the Arab economic 
boycott against Israel. 

Baker nonetheless gave an 
optimistic overall assessment of 
his peace efforts, saying he be- 
lieves there is a “real chance" 
that a peace process can be laun- 
ched. 

On Iraq, Baker reaffirmed his 
determination never to have nor- 
mal relations or to relax U.N. 
sanctions as long as President 
Saddam Hussein remains in pow- 
er. 

“Left alone, free to reconsoli- 
date his brutal dictatorship and 
roilitaiy machine, we know Sad- 
dam will act again to brutalize his 
own people and threaten his 
neigh boms,” Baker said. 


Iraqi troops to 
leave Dohuk for 
coalition forces 


ANKARA (R) — Iraq has 
agreed to withdraw its military 
and police forces from the nonh- 
em provincial capital Dohuk and 
allow coalition forces to enter, a 
U.N. military spokeswoman in 
Turkey said Wednesday. 

Captain Marcella Adams, at 
Turkey's Inciriik air base, told 
Reuters: “Today we reached an 
agreement ... and in fact tbe Iraqi 
government ... has agreed to 
withdraw the military forces and 
special police in and around the 
city, to the south of Dohuk. 

“And we’ve made the neces- 
sary arrangements for a small 
element of coalition forces (to 


enter Dohuk)." 

He said coalition troops would 
enter the city on Friday but gave 
no indication of tbe number of 
troops involved. 

Allied troops have set up a 
safety zone in northern Iraq for 
hundreds of thousands of mainly 
Kurdish Iraq refugees who fled to 
the Turkish border in April after 
the Iraqi army crushed a Kurdish 
revolt. 

But they have stopped short of 
entering Dohuk where there are 
Iraqi soldiers and police forces. 

Many Kurdish refugees say 

(Continued on page 4) 


Controversial measures by education minister spark unprecedented debate 


Thousands of parents mobilise 
effort to stem what they see 
as drive to ‘politicise’ process 


By Nenneeu Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In an unpre- 
cedented bid to prevent what 
they call the “politaasation” of 
education "and protect free- 
dom of choice for parents and 
students," thousands of indi- 
vidual parents and concerned 
citizens as well as many orga- 
nisations and groups have 
come together to start a cam- 
paign. The aim is to put press- 
ure on the government to res- 
cind a number of controversial 
decisions taken recently by 
Afinister of Education Abdal- 
lah Akaileb regarding, among 
others, ministry policies and 
appointments, the running of 
private schools and mixing be- 
tween the sexes at school age, 

A petMon circulating in Am- 
man for the past several days 
signed by several thousand pa- 
rents and concerned citizens, 
says “the series of administra- 
tive and educational decisions 
by the .ministry exposes the 
educational process to imba- 
lance." 


Addressed to the prime 
minister, the petition adds that 
the “educational decision can- 
not be a unilateral action; it is 
the decision of the whole socie- 
ty which agrees on its philoso- 
phy and drafts its law and then 
paves die road for it.” 

The signatories are calling 
on the prime minister and his 
government to “protect the 
educational process from the 
dangers affecting it so that it 
would continue in its path of 
reform and development and 
to. ensure a bright future for 
coming generations." 

Well over 3,000 signatures 
had been collected until yester- 
day, according to campaign 
activists and the figure is likely 
to read! 5,000 by, the time 
representatives of the parents 
meet the prime minister, 
“hopefully sometime next 
week.” 

A separate committee of pa- 
rents-teachers associations' 
(PATs) from different schools 
was also formed Sunday to 
follow up on* tbe minister's 


directives, assess them and lob- 
by against them if they fall 
within “politicising" the 
schools. 

The PTA committee’s first 
action was to draft a letter to 
the prime minister, without 
signatures from tbe public. 
However, a meeting between 
the committee that drafted the 
circulating petition and the 
PTA panel members is ex- 
pected to result in merging the 
two efforts and presenting both 
the fetter and the petition to 
the prime minister in one 
meeting. A source working 
with one of the lobby groups 
said that a meeting later this 
week will consolidate the 
efforts of both groups. 

The idea of the first petition 
was sparked by an April 30 
decision by Minister Akaileh 
decreeing that fathers cannot 
attend certain activities of their 
daughters at school. But the 
move had been precipitated 
weeks earlier by a string of 
measures that the minister, 
who is a member of the Muslim 
Brotherhood Movement, the 



Parliamentarians divided 
along party lines on issues 

under debate, poll shows 


AbduOah Akaileh 

junior partner in Mr. Mudar 
Bad ran’s government, took to 
“Islamise” education. 

These measures included in- 
troducing the “Victory 
Prayer,” which children had to 
recite at their schools every 
morning. The prayer con- 
demns Western and Zionist 
influence and calls upon God 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Changes in the 
Jordanian education system 
that have been put into effect 
or intended by the minister of 
education. Dr. Abdullah 
Akaileh. have created a storm 
of controversy among advo- 
cates and opponents of the 
moves. 

While public reaction has so 
far been confined to concerned 
parents and individual citizens 
who are mainly secular and 
affluent, a larger picture of the 
reaction to the controversy is 
emerging through parliamen- 
tary response on the issue. 

A canvass poll of members 
of parliament’s reaction to Dr. 
Akaileh's moves shows opin- 
ion divided along ideological 
and party lines (hat largely 
reflea the positions of various 
groupings in the Lower House 
of Parliament. 

Islamic groups such as the 
Muslim Brotherhood, to which 
Dr. Akaileh belongs, predict- 


ably favour the aims of the 
minister’s decisions and poli- 
cies. mainly those directed at 
segregation of sexes in basic 
and higher education and en- 
forcing Islamic moral ethics in 
educational institutions as 
such. 

The more secular groups in 
parliament, however, are 
largely opposed to the “Isla- 
misation" or “politicisation” of 
the educational system, 
although they differ in opinion 
on the significance of the 
minister’s steps towards this 
end so far. 

Hie seculars, who are di- 
vided into “national”, “liber- 
al” and “democratic" blocs, 
comprising about 45 deputies, 
all feel that segregation should 
be a matter of choice by stu- 
dents and parents rather than a 
state imposed regulation. 

Salt deputy Abdullah Nsour, 
who is spokesman of the 15- 
member "National Bloc,” says 
he has “seen no sign yet” that 
the minister of education was 
attempting to ban co-education 


in the Kingdom. “If he does we 
will have to oppose such a 
move," Dr. Nsour, a former 
minister of higher education, 
says. “How can we react to 
something that has not yet 
happened? Let us wait and see 
and then react if changes are 
made, which I doubt.” 

Other members of the 
National Bloc are more forth- 
coming in their rejection of 
what they see as government 
interference in education. 

“It is not np to the govern- 
ment to tell people what kind 
of schools to send their chil- 
dren to,” says Mr. Suleiman 
Arar, a Maan deputy and for- 
mer speaker of the House. Mr. 
Arar maintains that he opposes 
government interference in 
“personal” matters such as 
choice of education and says 
that he would fight for it on the 
parliament floor. 

Another prominent member 
of the National Bloc, former 
Minister of Tourism Abdul 

(Continued on page 5) 


30 Nahda 
members 
arrested 

in Tunisia 

TUNIS (R) — Nearly 300 Muslim 
fundamentalists, including about 
100 military personnel, have been 
arrested for plotting to seize pow- 
er in Tunisia, Interior Minister 
Abdullah Kallel said on Wednes- 
day. 

He told a news conference 
those arrested belonged to the 
illegal fundamentalist movement 
An-Nahda. 

The minister said the military 
plotters, including several officers 
with the rank of major, planned 
to seize power to back up massive 
street demonstrations by Nahda 
followers in the coming few 
weeks. 

“We have thwarted this bloody 
plot,” he said. 

A clash between fundamental- 
ist students and police in Tunis in 
which two students died on May S 
was part of “this policy of escala- 
tion” by Nahda, he added. 

The officers met in the region 
of Haramamet 60 kilometres 
south of Tunis on January 6 to 
plot their coup. 

They planned to seize the de- 
fence and interior ministries, take# 
over the radio and television sta- 
tions and security force barracks 
around the capital before taking 
over the presidential palace, he 
said. 


Prince Hassan 
leaves for U.K. 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
left Wednesday on a short work- 
ing visit to the United Kingdom, 
and was seen off by His Majesty 
King Hussein and other members 
of the Royal family. Also present 
to bid him farewell were the 
prime minister, cabinet members, 
chief of the Royal Court and 
other officials 


Prince Faisal 
receives 
tae kwon do 
team 

AMMAN (Petral — Deputising 
for His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the president of 
the Jordanian tae kwon do fed- 
eration, His Royal Highness 
Prince Faisal Ben Al Hussein 
received Wednesday the Jorda- 
nian national tae kwon do team 
which arrived in Amman airport 
from Zaghreb, Yugoslavia, after 
winning the second place in the 
5th tae kwon do World Cup 
Championship. Members of the 
Jordanian team won one gold 
medal and four bronzes in the 
championship in which teams 
representing 16 countries took 
part. Several Jordanian officials 
were at the airport to receive the 
Jordanain team. 

PLO officer 
killed on 
road to Baghdad 

AMMAN (AP) — Brig. Gen. 
Abdullah Abdul Hamid Labib. a 
member of the PLO high military 
council and the Fateh Revolution 
Council, died Wednesday after 
his car overturned in Iraq en 
route to Baghdad, a PLO spokes- 
man said. 
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Middle East News 


Ethiopian rebels, pressing toward capital, 


reject cease-fire call and new president 


ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia (AP) 
— Rebels rejected a call for a 
cease-fire from Ethiopia’s acting 
president and pressed to within 
55 kilometres of the capital 
Wednesday. 

Residents told of seeing and 
hearing government tanks, 
armoured personnel carriers and 
trucks moving through Addis 
Ababa before dawn, apparently 
heading west to bolster the city's 
outer defenses. 

Some residents also told of 
seeing soldiers straggling into the 
capital from the west, but this 
could not be confirmed and 
accounts of their numbers varied 
widely. 

The capita] remained tense but 
quiet, with shoppers in the streets 
and businesses open as usual.' 

In a clandestine radio broad- 
cast, the Ethiopian People’s Re- 
volutionary Democratic Front 
(EPRDF) rejected the cease-fire 
proposal and the new interim 
president, Lt. Gen. Tesfaye 
Gebre-Kidan, saying he was 
“part and parcel ” of the former 
regime of Mengistu Haile 
Mariam. 

Mengistu, one of Africa's most 
ruthless leaders, resigned the 
presidency Tuesday and fled to 
Zimbabwe. 


The rebel radio said Tesfaye 
bad been instrumental in putting 
down a military coup against 
Mengistu in May 1989. Four 
generals believed to have helped 
organise the failed effort were 
captured and killed, while 14 
others were court martialed. 

. Tesfaye, a former defense 
minister, is Ethiopia's most 
senior active military officer. 

In a noon broadcast, the clan- 
destine EPRDF radio appealed 
to the Joint Relief Partnership (JRP) 
to resume deliveries of food and 
other supplies from Assab to an 
estimated. 7 million famine vic- 
tims. The deliveries were forced 
to stop last weekend when fight- 
ing broke out along the main 
highway from Addis Ababa to 
Assab, the last Red Sea port in 
government hands. 

The JRP is a church coalition 
that coordinates distribution of 
relief supplies from governments 
and private donors in Europe, 
the United States and elsewhere. 

“We will provide every protec- 
tion,” the rebel broadcast said. It 
appealed to the Ethiopian air 
force not to bomb food convoys. 

In the continuing fighting, the 
EPRDF said it had killed 5,600 
government troops in advancing 
to Addis AJem, 55 kilometres 


west of Addis Ababa. 

That was 20 kilometres closer 
than their last reported position 
on the important road leading 
from the capital to the country's 
west-central provinces. 

They said a sister rebel orga- 
nisation, the Eritrean People’s 
Liberation Front, had taken the 
town of Dekemehare, 40 
kilometres south of Asmara, the 
capital of Ethiopia's north- 
ernmost province, Eritrea. 

Western military observers said 
that would put the Eritrean rebels 
in position to dose Asmara's 
airport, several kilometres south 
of the besieged city. 

For nearly a year Asmara’s 
more than 1 million civilians and 
the estimated 100,000 govern- 
ment soldiers garrisoned there 
have been solely dependent on an 
airlift of relief supplies. 

The rebels now control roughly 
the northern third of the country 
with the bulk of their conquest 
coining since late February. 

The rebel broadcast made no 
mention of fighting near Dessye 
along the strategic road leading 
north from the capital to Assab, 
the only remaining Red Sea port 
still in government hands. 

The new government has called 
for an immediate cease-fire and 


said it would go to U.S.-brokered 
peace talks scheduled in London 
on Monday prepared to discuss 
an interim government represent- 
ing all parties in Ethiopia. 

The rebels have said they in- 
tend to go to the London talks 
and would like to see a peaceful 
end to the conflict. But they have 
said their fighting will not stop 
until a transitional government 
was formed. 

Asefa Mamo, an EPRDF 
spokesman in London, said Men- 
gistu ’s departure was simply the 
removal of “one evil person" and 
did not change the nature of 
Ethiopia’s leadership. 

Residents of Addis Ababa — 
its population almost doubled to 
3 million in recent years by re- 
fugees from the war zones — 
appeared to take the news of 
Mengisru's resignation calmly. 
Although he was widely despised, 
there were no outward displays of 
jubilation at his departure. 

Mengistu's resignation was 
welcomed by the United States 
and Britain, which were among 
many Western nations quietly 

urging Mengistu's departure to 
facilitate the peace talks. The 
rebels bad made his ouster a 
virtual pre-condition for an end 
to years of hostilities. 


Israeli official welcomes Shiite prisoner offer 


RASHAYA. Lebanon CAP) — 
Israel Wednesday welcomed an 
offer from a ranking Shiite Mus- 
lim clergyman for a comprehen- 
sive prisoner swap that could also 
free Western hostages. 

Uri Lubrani, coordinator of 
Israel's policy in Lebanon, said 
the offer by Sheikh Mohammed 
Mehdi Shamseddine was an “en- 
couraging step in the right direc- 
tion.” 

Shamseddine, in an interview 
May 13, said: “Let us work out an 
ethical, humanitarian package 
deal through the International 
Committee of the Red Cross to 
free them all.” 

Shamseddine, who heads the 
Shiite Islamic Council in Leba- 
non, stressed that “I am positive 
it (the deal) wfll bring about the 
release of the Western hostages.” 

Seven Israeli servicemen have 
been missing in Lebanon since 
Israel’s 1982 invasion of its Arab 
neighbour. They are believed 
held by Shiite factions, including 
the pro-Iranian Hizbollah, 
Palestinian guerrilla groups and 
Syria. 

.At least one of the Israeli 
servicemen has been reported lul- 
led. 

Lubrani made his remarks in 


an interview with the Middle East 
Television, the station of the 
Israeli-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA). 

The television station is based 
in Israel’s self-proclaimed “secur- 
ity zone,” a strip patrolled by 
Israeli troops and SLA militia- 
men in South Lebanon. 

Lubrani said: “Three of the 
missing Israeli servicemen in 
Lebanon are held by Iran or 
Hizbollah ” 


“Israel has made it clear its 
missing servicemen, including the 
three, should be part of any deal 
in line with which Lebanese pris- 
oners held by Israel are to be 
released,” he said. 

The reference appeared to be 
in response to calls by Hizbollah 
and hostage holders for the re- 
lease of Hizbollah cleric Sheikh 
Abdul Karim Obeid from Israel, 
a step that coaid facilitate the 
release of Western hostages held 
in Lebanon. 

In addition to Obeid, the kid- 
nappers want the estimated 300 
mostly Shiite detainees released 
from a prison controlled by the 
South Lebanese Army in the 
security zone town of Khiam. 

In ail 13 Westerners, including 


six Americans, are missing in 
Lebanon and believed held main- 
ly by hizbollab-affiliated factions. 
The other Westerners are four 
Britons, two Germans and an 
Italian. 

American journalist Terry 
Anderson, 43, chief Middle East 
correspondent for the Associated 
Press, is the longest-held foreign 
captive. He was kidnapped 
March 16, 1985. 

Obeid was kidnapped by Israeli 
paratroopers from his village of 
Jibsheet in South Lebanon in July 
1989. 


Israel and South Lebanon 
Army do not permit Red Cross 
representatives to visit detainess 
at Khiam. 

Lubrani's statement came one 
day after Hezbollah announced 
the election of a new leadership 
headed by Sheikh Abbas Musa- 
wi. It was not know if the timing 
of Lubrani's interview was con- 
nected to the development. 

Musawi, a black-turbaned 
clergyman, was elected by a Hiz- 
bollah congress to replace Sheikh 
Subhi Tufa/li as secretary-general 
of the party. 


Lubrani did not comment on a 
remark by Shamseddine which 
indicated that some of the missing 
Israeli servicemen have died. 

The Red Cross chief delegate 
to Lebanon, Arthur Bisig, bas 
said the all-Swiss humanitarian 
ogranisation was prepared to 
mediate a swap of detainees be- 
tween Israel and the factions 
holding' its servicemen. 

“I can say of course we are 
prepared to play this role 
whenever we are approached," 
Bisig said. 

Lubrani did not say if Israel bas 
approached the Red Cross to 
mediate the swap. 


Before assuming the party’s 
leadership. Musawi was in charge 
of the Islamic resistance, the Hiz- 
bollah department in charge of 
carrying out guerrilla attacks 
against Israel. 

It could not be determined 
what impact Musawi's election 
would have on the plight of the 
Western hostages. 

His first function as Hizbollah 
leader was a meeting late Tues- 
day in Beirut with an Iranian 
parliamentary delegation visiting 
Lebanon to enlist support for a 
congress in Tehran in support of 
tiie Palestinian uprising in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 


As time goes by, U.S.- 


victory in war looks hollow 


By Bernd Peb—nann 

Renter 


WASHINGTON —In the flush 
of victory in the Gulf war, every- 
thing seemed possible. A new 
government in Iraq, peace and 
prosperity is the Middle East, 
and a new improved world order. 

But less than three months 
after President George Bush spel- 
led out his hopes for a post-war 
world to a joint session of Con- 
gress, the new order of things in 
the Middle East looks little 
changed from the old. 

President Saddam Hussein still 
rules Iraq. Arabs and Israelis still 
show no willingness to talk to 
each other and make peace. 
Washington's conservative allies 
in the Gulf still shrug off demands 
for political reforms. Authorita- 
rian rule still predominates in. 
the Arab World. 

As time goes by, the Bush 
administration is being con- 
fronted with difficult questions: 
What did the Gulf war achieve? 
What did Bush win? Was it worth 
it7 


The resounding U.S.-led vic- 
tory over Iraq expelled Iraqi 
armies from Kuwait, destroyed 
Iraq’s capacity to wage war on 
her neighbours, and ended her 
control over 20 per cent of the 
world’s oil supplies. 

“Apart from that, one can see 
no achievement at all,” said Mr. 
Laurie Mylroie, a Harvard Uni- 
versity expert on Iraq. “The Mid- 
dle East does not took an awful 
lot different now than it did be- 
fore.” 

According to Mr. Rashid Kha- 
Bdi of Chicago University’s Cen- 
tre for Middle Eastern Studies, 
“it is easier to draw up the nega- 
tives than the positives on a pre- 
liminary balance sheet.” 

On the plus side, he said. Presi- 
dent Saddam bad been removed 
as a threat to his neighbours. On 
the minus side, however, the war 
has created instability and dis- 
rupted the regional power ba- 
lance, threatening tbs area in 
different but uo less dangerous 
ways. 

Other negatives: The large- 
scale killing of Knrdish and 


Shi'ite Muslim civilians as the 
Iraqi army crushed twin uprisings 
against President Saddam’s rule 
practically under the eyes of the 
victorious U.S. nrifitaiy. 

On the Arab- Israeli front. Mr. 
Bush raised Ugh hopes that his 
admini stration might succeed 
where others foiled. “It should be 
plaiu to all parties that 
peacekeeping in the Middle East 
requires compromise,” he said 
“The time has come to put an 
end to the Arab-Israed conflict.” 
Since then, Secretary of State 
James Baker has made four shut- 
tle trips to the Middle East to find 
that contrary to American 
assumptions, the Gulf war foiled 
to change Arab and Israeli atti- 
tudes. 

While Mr. Baker made prog- 
ress on procedure in trying to 
organise a regional peace confer- 
ence, neither Arabs nor Israelis 
budged on the substance of the 
issues that stand in the way of 
settling the Middle East conflict 
These include Israel's refusal tq 
give up, in return for peace, land 
it seized in Arab-lsraeli wars. 


To drive home the point that it 
had no intention of compromising 
on that issue, Israel established 
new settlements in the occupied 
West Bank on the eve of Mr. 
Baker’s arrival on one of his trips. 

“The administration assumed 
that the main players in the Mid- 
dle East would be more flexible 
out of gratitude for removing the 
Iraqi threat,” said a European 
diplomat. “There is no such thing 
as gratitude in that region.” 

Even Kuwait, whose super-rich 
ruling family has been restored 
thanks to the United States, 
shows little apparent willingness 
to make concessions to American 
sensitivities. 

While the Gulf war was not 
about democracy, there is grow- 
ing public indignation in the Un- 
ited States over die Kuwaiti rul- 
ers’ post-war tendency to place 
their personal comfort ahead of 
rebuilding their country. 

“Did we fight this war so that 
the emir (of Kuwait) could sit on 
a golden toilet seat?” asked an 
angry participant in a recent 
phone-in radio programme. 
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Walesa 


to cancel 
arms deal 
with Syria 


Christian 


treaty with Syria grows 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Poland's 
President Lech Walesa has prom- 
ised Israel to cancel a planned 
sale of advanced tanks to the 
Jewish state’s most formidable 
enemy, Syria, officials said 
Wednesday. 

Walesa, the first Polish head of 
state of visit Israel, made the 
pledge Tuesday during a meeting 
with Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens in Jerusalem. 

Arens, speaking on Israel 
Radio, said be admired the deci- 
sion, given Poland's economic 
troubles. “I presume this wasn’t 
an easy decision for Poland,” he 
said. 

“But President Walesa said 
they amply would stand by the 
principle that they will not sell 
weapons to enemies of the state 
of Israel,” Arens added. 

Israeli newspapers said the 
contemplated deal involved 
Soviet-made tanks, but gave no 
further details. Arens' spokes- 
man Danny Naveh also declined 
to elaborate, confirming only thar 
Poland had agreed to cancel the 
deal. 

Walesa’s promise coincided 
with mounting concern in Israel 
over Syria's extended influence in 
Lebanon, as symbolised by a new 
Syrian-Lebanese cooperation 
treaty signed in Damascus 
Wednesday. 

Walesa, 47, arrived in Israel 
Monday for a four-day visit. 

The Palish leader, a Roman 
Catholic who gained fame as the 
leader of the anti-Commnnist 
solidarity movement, visited 
Christian holy sites in Galilee 
Wednesday. 

A special mass was said in his 
honour at the Mount of the Beati- 
tudes, the site of Jesus' sermon 
on the mount, which overlooks 
the Sea of Galilee, Israel Radio 
said. 

While in Galilee Wednesday, 
Walesa also will have lunch at a 
collective farm founded by holo- 
caust survivors, called Lohamei 
Hagetaot, which is Hebrew for 
“ghetto fighters.” 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) — 
President EGas Hrawi led a tong 
line of government officials to 
Damascus Wednesday to sign a 
broad cooperation treaty which 
some Christians fear would lead 
to tiie annexation of Lebanon. 

Patriarch Nasraflah Sfetr, spir- 
itual leader of the Maronites, the 
country’s largest Christian sect, 
openly opposed the treaty in a 
statement issued Wednesday. 
Two Maronite members of the 
cabinet, Roger Deeb and George 
Saade, declined to join the de- 
legation that headed for the Sy- 
rian capital. 


radio stations, Sfcir said Lebanon 
“is in no position to conclude 
treaties before liberating its land, 
deploying its army across the 
country and restoring state au- 
thority." 

He said the so-called treaty of 
brotherhood, cooperation and ' 
coordination was “imposed by 
one side oo die other like any 
accord between two unequal 
states.” 


Prime Minister Omar Karami, 
a Sunni Muslim, and his other 
ministers, including some Christ- 
ians, went with Hrawi, a Maro- 
nite. 

Hrawi. and President Hafez 
Assad were to sign the pact at a 
ceremony later Wednesday, and 
then submit it to their respective 
parliaments for ratification. 
Neither house is expected to chal- 
lenge the treaty. 

In his statement broadcast by 


He also charged that the pact 
violates the national covenant, an 
unwritten Muslim-Christian 
accord reached in 1943 when 
France agreed to grant Lebanon 
independence. 


Ala to explain Christian fe&nj 
The controversial Goaty cafl 
for tight coordination and coon 
eration between Syria and Le£ 
non in the ' fields of security 
foreign policy, economy, track 
and culture. 

- Syria is themain power broke: 
in Lebanon with 40,000'.ht»d 
deployed in the country under! 
1976 Arab League peacekeeping 
mandate. The treaty, C3i ^^ 
maintain, would further strend 
then Syria’s bold on tbefr coaoj 
try. •' - • I 

Israel has said the treaty was 
tantamount to de fecto occupy 
tion of Lebanon. Israeli officials 
said the treaty gives the Jewish 


Under the covenant the Mus- state more reason to maintain its 
Kins , then a minority, dropped occupation of a southern border 


their demand for merger with 
Syria and France ended some of 
tibie privileges the Christians en- 
joyed. Muslims, however, now 


strip. 

Israel maintains about. 1J)Q0 
troops in the 1,100-square-, 
kilometre security zone much it 


make up 55 per cent of the 4 carved out in 3985 after ending t 


milli on population. 

Sources close to Sfcir said the 
patriarch planned to meet with 


three-year occupation of the ra-i 
gion. 1 

The strip serves as a buffer I 


the U.S. and French ambassa- against cross-border guerrilla bJ 
dors, Ryan Crocker and Rene fiftrations. 


UNRWA protests mistreatment of staff, 
Palestinians by Israeli armed forces 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy bas made a formal protest to 
the Israeli authorities in the occu- 
pied Gaza Strip over two inci- 
dents in which two UNRWA 
international staff members were 
struck and abused by Israeli bor- 
der police. 

The incidents occurred last Fri- 
day (17 May) in the Sbaboura 
quarter of Gaza’s Rafoh refugee 
camp when UNRWA staff 
attempted to intervene with 
Israeli border police contingents 
who were mistreating camp resi- 
dents. In the first incident, an 
UNRWA international staff 
member was insulted and pushed 
and his Palestinian assistant was 
slapped in the face and briefly 
detained in a mili tary vehicle. A 
border guard later pushed the 
international staff member and 


struck him in the mouth. 

The second incident occurred 
later the same day when another 
UNRWA international staff 
member approached a group of 
border police who were beating 
three refugees. A border police 
officer insulted the UNRWA 
staff member and some of the 
border guards prodded her with 
their rifles. 

In a written protest to the 
Israeli civil administration in 
Gaza, UNRWA bas said that it is 
“very concerned about the in- 
creasing number of assaults on its 
staff by members of the border 
police.” The agency said such 
actions were incompatible with 
Israel’s obligations to facilitate 
UNRWA’s tasks. UNRWA has 
asked for an investigation to be 
carried out into the latest inci- 
dents. 


day. 

UNRWA has deplored the 
pulsions of the four men, who are 
all Palestine refugees registered 
with the agency. Two of them, | 
Hasbem Mohammad Dahlan and 
Jamal Abu Habil, are UNRWA 
employees. 


UNRWA’s Field Office in 
Lebanon is being asked to ass& 
the two staff members as needed 
and to do what it can for the other 
two men. The four were handed 
over to the International Com- 1 
mittee of the Red Cross in the 
Beqaa Valley, east of Beirut, oft 
Saturday after being expelled by 
the Israeli army. 

UNRWA has reiterated its re- 
gret that the Israeli authorities 
have continued their policy of 
expelling Palestinians from the 
occupied territory, which it cou- 


ld another development, UN- aiders a violation of international 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


RWA said it was ready to offer 
assistance to four Palestinians 
from the Gaza Strip, including 
two UNRWA staff members, 
who were expelled to Lebanon by 


Coalition governments reopen Baghdad embassies ST&TSdtaEiKvSS: 


conventions. As a humanitarian 
agency responsible for the wel- 
fare of the Palestine refugees, 
-UNRWA said it would do what it 
could to assist the men and their 


BAGHDAD (R) — Some countries in the U.S.-led coalition that 
evicted Iraq from Kuwait have reopened their embassies In 
Baghdad and more were expected to follow soon, an Iraqi 
newspaper said Tuesday. The government daily Ai Jumhouriyah 
said they included Oman, Pakistan and Morocco — three 
countries that sent troops to join the allies in the Gulf war that 
ended in February. It did not say when they resumed their 
diplomatic activity. Oman, a member in the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) that includes Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, has 
generally taken a softer line during the Gulf crisis. Morocco and 
Pakistan have said they sent troops to defend Saudi Arabia. Most 
countries, except for tire Soviet Union and other East European 
countries, pulled out of Iraq after Baghdad ignored a January 15 
deadline set by the United States to withdraw from Kuwait. The 
war began on January 17. AI Jumhouriyah said envoys from 
Canada. Australia, Philippines, Brazil, Nigeria and Senegal were 
in Baghdad to reopen their embassies. The United States is 
represented by an interests’ section at the Polish embassy, while 
the Soviet embassy looks after British and French interests. 


Yemen celebrates 
1 year of unity 


Hardline students evicted from headquarters 


TEHRAN (R) — Police evicted hardline Muslim students from 
their headquarters near Tehran University after breaking (town 
the door in the early hours of the morning, newspapers said 
Wednesday. About 400 demonstrators marched through the 
university campus after Tuesday's raid, the newspaper Jomhuri 
Eslami said. They chanted “death to American-style Islam” — a 
phrase sometimes used to attack the moderate wing of Iran's 
ruling clergy. Tire students said the police action was politically 
motivated. They rejected a judicial official’s explanation that the 
police had just carried out a long-standing eviction order. A 
spokesman for the hardline group told Jomhuri Eslami that police 
broke down the door to their office near the campus in central 
Tehran at 2.30 a.m., held six students for several hours, and 
seized documents. The paper quoted the head of a law college run 
by the judiciary as saying die college bought the four-storey 
building in 1985 and an eviction order for the first floor occupied 
by the students was issued long ago. The group, called the Bureau 
for Consolidation of Unity of Islamic Societies of University 
Students, is part of a hardline alliance which often opposes 
President Akbar Hashemi Rafsan jam's policies. 


SANAA (R) — Tens of 
thousands of cheering Yemenis, 
waving flags and traditional dag- 
gers, crowded into the capital's 
stadium on Wednesday to cele- 
brate one year of unity between 
the conservative north and social- 
ist south. 

Tfre festive mood gave no sign 
of the hardships the newly united 
Yemen — which became the Ara- 
bian peninsula's poorest and most 
populous state hi May 1990 — has 
endured since its government 
showed sympathy for Iraq during 
the Gulf crisis. 

President AJi Abdullah Saleh 


watched the ceremonies from a 
balcony seated betide Palestine 
Liberation Organisation leader 
Yasser Arafat, the only Arab 
leader to attend the anniversary. 

Algeria, Tunisia, Jordan., 
France, India, Hungary and 
South Korea sent senior officials. 

Yemeni youths acted out 
scenes from their country's his- 
tory. They bowed their heads and 
bent their backs to depict life 
under the rule of the Zaydi im- 
ams and British colonials who 
rule north and south respectively 
daring the first half of the cen- 
tury. 


OBITUARY 


AI Aqsa University services establishment 
mourns leader 


RAJIV GANDHI 


the former Indian prime minister 
who passed away Monday and offers its condo- 
lences to the Indian Embassy in Jordan and to 
the people and government of friendly India. 
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Min ./max. temp. 

Amman 11 /2Q 

Aqaba 17/28 

Deserts 10/22 

Jordan Valley 15/27 
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Dr. Ali Sam/nan (— ) 

AI Sharaa' pharmacy (275825) 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 19, Aqaba 27. Humidity readings; 
Amman 57 per cent. Aqaba 38 per 
cent. 
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Dr. Akran Haddad ( — ) 

KhaWcfa pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 
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NIGHT DUTY 


? i&’vr/e mxpJicd by the Department of 
VoVwnpJcrrv-. 


£53USBCHE5 


5c Mary of Nazareth C hurc h Swdfich 

TeL S1074O 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Td. 

632785. 

SC Joseph Church Td. 624590. 


It wfll be relatively cold and partly 
cloudy and there will be a chance for 
scattered showers of rain. Winds will 
be westerly to northwesterly moderate, 
causing dust in desert areas. In Aqaba, 
it will be dusty and partly cloudy with 
northerly moderate winds and ratq^i 
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Jordan, 

Turkey 

discuss 

cooperation 

ANKARA (J.T.) — Foreign 
Minister Taber Al Masri had 
more talks here Wedoeday with 
his Turkish counterpart Ahmet 
Kurtcebe AJpteoiocin on bilateral 
cooperation in a number of fields. 

Mr, Masri, who arrived here 
Tuesday with a message from His 
Majesty King Hussein to Turkish 
President Turgot Ozal, said that 
be conducted with his Turkish 
counterpart a general appraisal of 
the situation in the region and 
means of bolstering Jordaniao- 
Tnrkish relations, based on 
mutual respect and common in- 
terest, as well as a number of 
issues of common conern. 

The two sides agreed ro pursue 
contacts and consultations be- 
tween the governments in Am- 
man and Ankara towards bolster- 
ing Tor ko- Arab relations. 

Before he left for Ankara, Mr. 
Masri said be expected Turkey to 
support efforts under way to 
reach a durable peace in the 
Middle East. 

He said that his visit to Ankara 
was part of Jordan’s overall di- 
plomatic offensive aimed at reac- 
tivating contacts among countries 
of the region and presenting Jor- 
dan's view point on the ongoing 
peace efforts for a solution to the 
Palestine problem. 

Mr. Masri's visit is the first high 
level contact between the two 
countries since the outbreak of 
the Gulf crisis, last August, ex- 
cept for a visit to Ankara, during 
die past crisis, by a group of 
parliament deputies to improve 
bilateral relations and to discuss 
the consequences of the crisis on 
the Middle East. 

Along with Jordan, Turkey and 
Egypt were considered by the 
European Community as the na- 
tions the worst affected by the 
Gulf crisis, making them eligible 
to more than $2 billion in finan- 
cial assistance. 

Daring the Gulf crisis, profes- 
sional associations in Jordan sent 
Mr. Ozal a memorandum urging 
him not to allow the U.S.-led 
alliance to use Turkish soil as a 
Springboard for launching aggres- 
sion on Iraq. The memorandum, 
which was totally ignored by the 
Ihrldsfa leadership, said if the 
Turkish, government allowed 
futeign powers to use its territory 
as a pad to launch aggression on 
Iraq, it would open the way for 
Turkish- Arab hostilities. 


Department of 
Meteorology 
foresees more 
rain for May 

By Efi» Naxalbh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Rain and hail fell in 
many parts of Jordan Wednesday 
and the Department of Meteorol- 
ogy said that more could be ex- 
pected any time this month. 

Indeed rain Ml in May is not a, 
novelty in Jordan and statistical’; 
figures available to the depart- 1’ 
meat support this view, according 
to the Department’s Deputy 
Director Rafiq Shaker. 

Tins time the rain and the high 
winds were caused by the pre- 
sence of a high depression cen- 
tred over Europe allowing a cur- 
rent of cold air to blow from foe 
North Polar regions towards the 
Eastern Mediterranean zone, Mr. 
Shaker said. 

“Had this happened in die win- 
ter season, Jordan would have 
been covered with a blanket of 
snow,” Mr. Shaker added. 

He conceded though the highest 
te mpe r a ture of 19 degreed centig- 
rade on Wednesday was not nor- 
mal for this time of the year when 
it is usually above 24 degrees 
centigrade. 

Mr. Shaker expected the activ- 
ity of the cold air and the effects 
of the depression to recede gra- 
dually starting from Thursday, to 
■ phase out by Saturday or Sunday 
and be accompanied by a gradual 
rise in temperature which could 
reach normal level by Sunday. 

To back his views, the depart- 
ment official said that a chart 
revealing the amounts of rain in 
M!iy of the previous years showed 

that rain fell in different amounts 
in May of 1938, 1945, 1957, 1963, 
1967, 1972 and 1982. 

Mr. Shakes particularly men- 
tioned 1982 when an unusual 67. 
millim etres of rain fell within 
■three days in. the middle of May. 


WHAT’S 



Her Majesty Queen Noor makes a tour of Carter Centre in the company of the former president's 
wife Rosatyn Carter 

Queen visits Carter Centre 


ATLANTA (J.T.) — Her Majes- 
ty Queen Noor, now on a visit to 
the United States, has visited the 
Carter Centre where she was met 
by Mrs. Rosalyn Carter, wife of 
the former American president, 
who escorted her on a tour of the 
centre's divisions. 

The Queen was also briefed on 
the center’s different program- 
mes and activities, especially 
those related to socio-economic 
development and human rights in 
developing countries. Discussions 
between the Queen and the 
accompanying delegation and the 
Carter Center staff focused on 
areas of mutual interest, namely 
agriculture, health, nutrition and 
human rights. 

Earlier Queen Noor visited the 


CNN Center in Atlanta were she 
met with Ted Turner and 
attended a working lunch with 
CNN's top executives, producers 
and anchors. Discussions focused 
on the human cost of the Gulf 
war and its socio-economic im- 
pact on the Middle East. The 
Queen discussed with CNN offi- 
cials current efforts to establish a 
CNN permanent office in Jordan 
that would help ensure better 
understanding and coverage of 
the country’s and the region's 
events. 

Queen Noor visited the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Center for Non- 
Violent Social Change where she 
laid a wreath on Dr. King’s grave 
and discussed Jordan's and the 


center's shared commitment to 
dialogue, mutual understanding 
and cooperation as essential to 
the promotion of peace and de- 
velopment in today’s world. 

The Queen later arrived in Los 
Angeles where she will address 
the Town Hall and meet with 
several officials and organisations 
involved in Middle East issues 
and international development. 

The Queen is currently on an 
official working visit to the U.S. 
where she is meeting with a num- 
ber of private and public orga- 
nisations and individuals for the 
purpose of exploring avenues of 
mutual cooperation between the 
U.S. and Jordan in areas of socio- 
economic development. 


New party to care for environment and the needy 

Green party formed in Jordan 


By Nur Safi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — - Prompted by the 
prevailing atmosphere of poli- 
tical pluralism in Jordan, a 
political Jordanian Green Par- 
ty (JGP) has newly emerged. 
JGP, which is, so for, made up- 
of 120. members, aims at de- 
fending die Jordanian environ- 
ment and help the needy. 

In its first general assembly, 
Tuesday, the founding mem- 
bers gathered to officially 
announce the birth of JGP. 
The discussions stressed on the 
philosophy of the party, such 
as what role it would play and 
I what mechanism it would 
adopt. Many of the members 
were concerned that JGP 
would “be like other political'' 
parties in the sense that it 
would be an imitation of what 
; is happening outside.” 

“We certainly hope to wort 
towards opening this party to 
i all Jordanians, everywhere, 
without discrimination,’' ‘ said 
Main Kassis, a member of the 
founding! committee. 

The idea of the Jordanian 
I Green Party surfaced two 
mouths ago when Sultan Al 
: Hattab, Al Rai columnist, pub- 
lished an article in his daily 
column “Bisaraha” on March 
16. In that article, Mr. Hattab 
wrote about a very poor family 
whose children were unable to 
go to school because they did 
not have enough food. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Hattab, about 65 
citiznes called expressing 
readiness to help. 

Mr. Hattab said: “The idea 
of the party materialised based 
on this incident and after talks 
with many citizens on how to 
help the needy.” He added 
that political parties art still 
measuring the loyalty of their 
members based on class, rcK- 


Oil derivatives 
sales drop 
15 per cent 

AMMAN (Petra) .t- The Jordan 
■Petroleum Refinery Company 
has sold 85f,276 metric tonnes of 
aft ^derivatives during tile first 
four months of the current year, 
according to the company’s 
sources. Hie sources said the 
company’s sales during the same 
periods last year reached 
1,001^22 metric tonnes which , 
reflects a 15 per cent drop in this 
year’s sales compared to last 

year-. 


gion and ideology “leaving be- 
hind thousands of Jordanian 
* people unable to express their 
ideas and willingness to serve 
the community.” 

Voluntary organisations, he 
said, “are still unable to do all 
the world despite their im- 
mense accomplishments." 
What is needed therefore is a 
social-political party that 
“would belong to all Jorda- 
nians” without discrimination. 
“The party would tackle pre- 
serving die environment as 
well as social issues and the 
cause of the poor and needy, 
especially children. 

K was decided that the party 
would be based on politics 
“because all the social and 
environmental causes are poli- 
tical,” Mr. Kassis told the Jor- * 
dan Times. 

In order to get consent to 
work successfully . the found- 
ing members believe that the 
party must be backed up by a 
political body. “There must be 
a political concept through 
which Ihe JGP can fullfill its 
objectives by reaching the Par- 
liament to introduce the neces- 
sary legislation that would 
work, to protect the environ- 
ment and other related issues,” 
Mr. Kassis said. 

JGP however, differs from 
other political parties because 
there is no dear leadership yet. 
“We are doing quite the oppo- 
site,” Mr. Kassis ' asserted. 
“We want to start from below 
— the people — and then 
move upward to elect a lead- 
ership,” he added. 

Although there are Green 
parties in Europe, Aria, Africa 
and in Egypt, they “work 
mainly for protecting the en- 
vironment from hazardous 
pollution problems. Jordan 
does not suffer from serious 
pollution, but there are signals 


that point towards disaster,” 
Mr. Kassis said. “We are not a 
branch to- Green parties in the 
West, the only relation we 
have is one towards working 
for a better environment,” he 
added. 

JGP’s main objective will be 
to set np social, economic and 
political programmes under 
the umbrella of the constitu- 
tion and the guidelines of the 
Jordanian national charter. 
The issue of ecology, Mr. Hat- 
tab said, is dearly mentioned 
in articles 18 and six of the 
national charter. 

Towards the end of the 
general assembly meeting, the 
members agreed on electing a 
10- person committee to act as 
a provisional secretariat. Its 
main purpose is to collect writ- 
ten ideas, working papers and 
proposals from the members to 
try to draft a charter. 

Wbat is needed most, 
according to Mr. Kassis, are 
experts who will be able to do 
research work and propose 
solutions to any issue hazar- 
dous to the environment. The 
issues high on the party's agen- 
da are water and air pollution 
and greening the country. 

JGP has already begun to 
collect information about 
pollution in the country and 
“we will join forces with orga- 
nisations who have already 
warned against these prob- 
lems,” he said. As a party, “we 
will not hesitate to organise 
protests against any pollution 
threats, send memos, letters, 
visit and follow up issues that 
are indirectly or directly in- 
volved in ecological aspects." 

The committee also agreed 
to send a cable to His Majesty 
the King. The cable will men- 
tion the existence of JGP and 
its work for the Jordanian peo- 
ple. 


German group arrives on 
peace mission to Amman 



AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 
people from different walks of 
life, representing the AMAN 
Organisation to Harmonise the 
World-Energy, based in Ger- 
many, aims to help the world to 
reach a total state of peace and 
freedom. 

The group, on a peace mission, 
has started on March 31. 1991 
from Beriin/Brandenburger Tor 
on an International Peace Mis- 
sion. So far they have been to 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Hun- 
gary, Yugoslavia, Bulgaria, Tur- 
key, Syria and now have arrived 
is Jordan. The group claims they 
axe neither religiously nor politi- 
cally bound and hope through 
neutral thoughts to achieve posi- 
tive results for peace on earth. 

* 

During the visit to Syria the 
group invited die Syrian govern- 


ment to organise an international 
peace conference based upon the 
three following important princi- 
ples: Peace: to let God’s creation 
exist. Freedom: to live and let 
Hve in alikeness with all that 
exists. Love: to say uncon- 
ditionally yes to life. 

The group believes that when 
these three principles are realised 
in the whole world, people would 
five in peace and freedom with 
each other. They are asking the 
Jordanian government to sponsor 
and support this peace confer- 
ence. 

On May 26 the group will bold 
a meeting for the press, for im- 
portant personalities of Jordan, 
political parties, independent 
organisations or their representa- 
tives at 3 p.m. at the Ammon 
Hotel. 


Italian 

peace activist 

honoured 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday confer- 
red Al Kawkab medal of the first 
order on a leading Italian peace 
activist Ernesto Olivero in recog- 
nition of his distinguished huma- 
nitarian services and endeavours 
for peace. 

The King received Mr. OUvero 
at the Nadwa Palace accompa- 
nied by Latin Bishop to Jordan 
Salim Al Sayegh. Mr. Olivero 
conveyed to the King greetings 
from Italian Prime Minister 
Giufio Andreotti. 

Chief of the Royal Court Sharif 
Zeid Ben Sahker later presented 
Mr. Olivero with the Royal Med- 
al at the Royal Court. 

Mr. Olivero has been a leading 
activist in efforts to provide 
humanitarian services in Italy and 
other countries. 






His Majesty King Hussein Wednesday confers Al 4 activist Ernesto OUvero in the presence of Latin 
Kawkab medal of the first order on Itafian peace Bishop to Jordan Salim Al Sayegh (Petra photo) 


Government eases restrictions on 
Jordanian-owned foreign-licenced trucks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The govern- 
ment Wednesday announced a 
series of measures designed to 
solve problems related to the 
transport sector and to encourage 
the registration of lorries with 
foreign licence plates owned by 
Jordanians. 

An official statement from the 
Customs Department said that 
Jordan would not allow the im- 
portation of trucks and the reg- 
istration of trucks, already in the 
country, with foreign licence 
plates. 

“The trucks can be registered 
at the Licencing Department and 
the customs duty and other fees 
and taxes can be settled over a 
period of two years.” the state- 
ment noted. 


According to the statement, 
engine cabins will be exemoted 
from any customs tariffs, and. 
tariffs on semi-trailers will be 
reduced from 40 per cent to only 
five per cent, making the total 
customs tariffs on the trucks, 
trailers and semi-trailers together 
not exceeding 13 to 14 per cent of 
the total cost of the vehicle. The 
former rate ranged between 40 to 
60 per cent of the total cost of the 
vehicle, depending on the year of 
manufacture. 

The statement said that cus- 
toms fees could be paid oyer a 
period of two years provided the 
following conditions are met: 1- 
Truck owners and importers of 
trucks can apply to benefit from 


the procedure within three 
months starting from May 20. 2- 
Only trucks, trailers and semi- 
trailers are covered under this 
arrangement. 3- Customs duties 
and other fees should be paid on 
a monthly basis with the first 
instalment not less than 10 per 
cent of the total required customs 
duty and taxes, while the rest can 
be spread over 24 equal instal- 
ments. 4- The beneficiary should 
submit a bank guarantee that 
ensures that the customs duty and 
the other fees will be paid on 
schedule. 

The decision was taken only 
one day after the Truck Owners 
Association bad complained of 
the high rate of tariffs on tracks. 
Association President Qasem 


Esoub warned that unless the 
government reduced the tariffs, 
owners of 9.000 trucks, refrigera- 
tor trucks, and tankers would be 
severely affected.! 

Mr. Esoub complained in par- 
ticular about the high operational 
cost of the trucks and said that 
the operations revenues fell far 
below these operational costs, 
rendering the transpo ration busi- 
ness totally unprofitable. 

Mr. Esoub also demanded that 
the government reduce the cus- 
toms fees on the trucks with 
foreign licence plates so that they 
can be registered and given 
Jordanian licence plates, benefit- 
ing both the owners and the 
Jordanian treasury. 


Jordan expresses concern over 
trial of expatriates in Kuwait 


By Serene Halasa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan is closely 
monitoring the trials of Jorda- 
nian and Palestinian expatri- 
ates allegedly accused of col- 
laborating with the Iraqis, de- 
spite the fact that Jordan has 
no official representation in 
the emirate, a senior Foreign 
Ministry official said Wednes- 
day. 

Mr. Mutassem Bilbeisi, 
secretary general of the Fore- 
ign Ministry, said that Jordan 
had informed the Kuwaiti gov- 
ernment of its concern over the 
well-being of its citizens in 
Kuwait, and that “it is closely 
monitoring the current situa- 
tion regarding the trials” of its 
citizens. “They (the Kuwaitis) 
know of our demand for the 
protection of our citizens in 
Kuwait,” Mr. Bilbeisi said. 
“There is nothing else we can 


do at the moment.” he added. 

Earlier in March, Foreign 
Minister. Taber Al Masri re- 
quested the approval of the 
Kuwaiti government to send a 
Jordanian mission ro Kuwait in 
a bid to ensure the safety of 
Jordanian and Palestinian ex- 
patriates there. The request 
was made by the Foreign 
Ministry following persisting 
reports which spoke of the 
mistreatment of the expatri- 
ates. 

“Jordan could spare no 
efforts in pursuit of defending 
the rights of the Jordanian and 
Palestinian communities (in 
Kuwait).” Mr. Masri said at 
the time. 

But judging by Mr. Bilbeisi's 
statement Wednesday, it 
seems that the Foreign Minis- 
try's request to send a mission 
to Kuwait has not been 
granted. 

Mr. Bilbeisi said that it was 


by “coincidence” that the Fore- 
ign Ministry found out the 
names of 15 “Jordanian ’■' jour- 
nalists who are currently on 
trial in the emirate. They are 
charged with having worked on 
Al Nida newspaper, the only 
newspaper allowed to operate 
in Kuwait during Iraq's seven- 
months occupation of the emi- 
rate, and for criticising the 
Royal family while working 
there. “We don’t even have 
proof that they are Jordanian, 
or the number of their pass- 
ports if they are.” Mr. Bilbeisi 
told the Jordan Times. 

The Iraqi ran Al Nida first 
appeared in Kuwait in August. 
It ceased publication during 
the first week of January. 

The trials against dose to 
300 alleged collaborators with 
the Iraqi occupation forces 
started on Sunday. One case 
was made famous when the 
defendant, Adnan Abdul Has- 


san Ali, was sentenced to 15 
years imprisonment for wear- 
•. iug a Saddam Hussein T-Shirt. 
Defence attorneys complained 
about the trial proceedings and 
challenged the prosecutors to 
bring forward the “ghost wit- 
nesses,” in order to “examine 
them.” 

Western states, who were 
members of the anti-Iraq coali- 
tion, have also expressed con- 
cern over the treatment of 
Palestinians and other expatri- 
ates in the emirate. “We are 
worried about what is happen- 
ing in Kuwait,” French Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman Daniel 
Bernard told a news confer- 
ence on Tuesday. “We hope 
the trials will be carried out 
with respect for human rights,” 
he added. 

U.S. President George Bush 
also said he hoped Kuwait “ex- 
tends a fair trial to everybody” 
accused of cooperating with 
the Iraqi forces. 


Jordan expects to sell $1.5m worth of products at Tunis fair 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan is 
opening a trade fair in Tunis on 
Friday to promote the sale of 
Jordanian national products in 
the Tunisian markets and Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade officials 
said that the fair was expected to 
sell $1.5 million worth of pro- 
ducts. 

Ministry Secretary General 
Ibrahim Badran left for the Tuni- 
sian capital Wednesday to attend 
die official opening of the fair by 
the Tunisian minister of national 
economy. 

Ministry of Industry and Trade 
officials here said that a wide 
range of Jordanian products were 


being displayed at the fair which 
was expected to last 10 days. 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
2Liyad Fariz last December visited 
Tunis and agreed with the gov- 
ernment there on removing all 
obstacles in the path of im- 
plementing an agreement on 
trade exchanges. He signed mi- 
nutes endorsing the establish- 
ment of industrial and trade 
cooperation between Jordan and 
Tunisia and discussed expanded 
cooperation in the fields of 
health, culture and information. 

The volume of annual trade 
exchange between the two coun- 
tries rose to $3 million last year. 


Of the total amount, $1.5 million 
were allocated for exhibitions and 
the rest for trade exchanges di- 
vided equally between the two 
sides. 

According to ministry officials, 
Jordanian businessmen at the fair 
were expected to conclude deals 
with Tunisian importers for pur- 
chasing Jordanian products. 

Tunisia and Jordan have orga- 
nised several trade fairs in Am- 
man and Tunis over the past five 
years, selling national products to 
the public. 

The last Jordanian fair held in 


Tunis was in May 1990 when 120 
Jordanian companies displayed 
samples of their products which 
included, among other things, 
electrical, plastic and engineering 
products, feather, medicine, che- 
mical and supply goods, textile 
products and carpets. 

Tunisia held its last fair in 
Amman in April 1990. 

According to ministry officials 
here, the fair in Tunis, the sixth 
of its kind since 1986, was part of 
Jordan s 45th independence 
anniversary celebrations. 
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Gandhi spirit 
lives on 

THE ASSASSINATION of former Indian Prime 
Minister Rajiv Gandhi Tuesday is a tragedy that befell 
not only India but the entire world. His death win be 
mourned by all mankind for he was not only an Indian 
leader bat also an international statesman who associ- 
ated hims elf with important and worthy causes all over 
the globe. His Congress Party was waging a successful 
campaign in the nm-ap to Indian national elections 
when he was struck down by a cowardly act that 
ripped hss body apart. While the assassins have 
succeeded in aiding his life they will not succeed in 
destroying his spirit and what the man stood for as 
Soag as there is India and humanity to inherit his ideals 
and aspirations. His mortal body was indeed ripped 
apart but his soul and spirit will prove to be so 
enduring and indivisible that it win continue to be feK 
and appreciated by many of us. 

It is crucial to go after the culprits and bring them to 
account for their crimes. No person or a group of 
persons should be allowed to get away with committing 
such a heinous act of an international dimension. 
Admittedly, though, even the apprehension of the 
guilty will never uproot political assassination from the 
face of the earth. The underlining causes need to be 
identified and addressed in the most enlighted way. 
Man needs to be educated and reared in tolerance and 
ideological dialogue instead of using bullets and 
bombs. The world and mankind have suffered dearly 
from religious wars that caused a brother to cross 
swords with his brother. The seeds of political assas- 
sination are planted early in life, in the body and souls 
off tile children of the world. Proper education based 
on tolerance and respect for the views and sentiments 
off others is the sure way to uproot this scourge from 
the surface of the earth. Zealots and fanatics, whoever 
and wherever they are, need to be identified and 
re-educated on the practice of democratic and peaceful 
means for it is the only way to stop the butchering off 
Gandhis and likeminded leaders. As we share with 
India and its great people their grave sorrow and pain, 
'we pray that the country win soon recover form its 
bereavement and deep wound. India has been and will 
'remain a bastion for democracy and home to the great 
civilisation that it is. The best tribute that can be made 
to its fallen leader is to continue India’s march towards 
sound parliamentary system of government to which 
'the rest of the developing countries can look up for 
'guidance and inspiration. 


MAB1C PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily congratulated the Yemeni people on the 
first anniversary of the Yemeni unity and said that this unity offers 
the Yemeni citizens further incentives for more hard work 
towards achieving development regardless of the challenges of the 
modem age. The paper said that uniting both parts of Yemen 
came at a time when the Arab Nation was facing immense internal 
problems, but has proved that the Arabs can achieve their 
objectives no matter that hostile conspiracies were con turning. 
The paper said the unity of Yemen came as the enemies of the 
Arab Nation were continually exposing their hostile designs- and 
plotting in the dark to dismember the Arabs and render them a 
weak nation. Therefore, it said, the joy of the Yemenis on tins, 
anniversary is reflected in the minds and hearts of the Arabs 
everywhere, because it proves that a strong will to survive and to 
forge unity is still alive and still sought by the Arabs. The paper 
said that the Yemenis who achieved their unity in the face of too 
many odds and too many enemies on the internal and exteral 
fronts deserve our congratulations, support and encouragement 
to protect this unity and to work towards a greater unity that can 
encompass the whole Arab World. The paper said that Yemen's 
unity came as a hard blow to the malicious enemies who will no 
doubt pursue their malignant efforts against the Arab Nation. 

Sawt A! Shaab daily said that Israel was now trying to create a new 
situation in the Middle East and to place further obstacles in the 
path of a settlement after aborting James Baker's four tours of the 
regjon. This time Israel has chosen southern Lebanon where it is 
now preparing the ground for a new offensive and a new 
aggression on Lebanon which partly aims at aborting Syrian- 
Lebanese efforts to reach a final agreement that can restore peace 
and security to the embattled nation', said the paper. To pave the 
way for this new move, Israeli planes have been active over 
Lebanon, launching new raids on innocent people while in the 
self-proclaimed security zone its troops have been launching a 
campaign of arrests. This offensive, the paper said, coincided with 
statements by Israeli leaders intended as an intimidation directed 
against the Lebanese leaders. The paper believed that Israel was 
intent on escalating tension In southern Lebanon so as to divert 
world public attention from the situation in the occupied Arab 
territories on the one hand, and to steer America’s efforts to 
reach a Middle East settlement away from Israeli borders on the 
other. Furthermore, the paper noted, Israel has been accusing 
Syria of deploying rockets in Lebanon and has been demanding that Syria 
be excluded from any peace negotiations over tbe Middle 
East problem. The paper warned the Arab Nation of Israel's real 
intentions, and said unless concerted Arab efforts are exerted 
immediately it would be too late to confront Israel's ambitious 
and aggressive designs in the Arab World. 


King: Arabs 
crisis and work 


need to thoroughly examine Gulf 
with others to achieve Mideast peace 


Tbe following is an address by His Majesty King Hussein at the 
graduation ceremony of the Royal War College on Wednesday. 


Brother graduate officers. 
Honourable guests 

I GREET you, and I am very 
glad to be wifh you on this happy 
occasion in which we celebrate 
the graduation of another group 
of officers from the Royal War 
College. I congratulate the gradu- 
ate officers warmly, and I offer 
them my great appreciation of 
what they have accomplished 
during their higher studies in this 
advanced institute, where they 
gained knowledge and developed 
new concepts in military and 
strategic science. There is no 
doubt that their scientific accom- 
plishment will constitute a qual- 
itative contribution to the 
cumulative progress of our na- 
tion, and a notable addition to 
the development of the Armed 
Forces which are a source of 
pride to us. We thank the college 
faculty, specialists, and officials, 
for their efforts over the 
academic period just completed. 
In particular, I would like to 
congratulate our brother Arab 
officers who have shared this 
course of study with their Jorda- 
nian counterparts. 

Brothers, 

This time last year, Jordan and 
all its sister Arab states were busy 
preparing for the Arab summit 
due to be held in Baghdad to 
discuss the most important topic 
that can face a nation or regional 
grouping: National security. At 
that time all hearts and minds 
were full of hopes and ideas to 
achieve greater progress towards 
the Arab Nation's cohesiveness 
and harmony, in the face of the 
great changes which followed the 
end of the Cold War. Exactly one 
year later, we gather here on this 
notable occasion. This obliges 
me, before I touch on any other 
subject, to examine with you the 
ament situation. Specifically, to 
take a look at the issue of Arab 
national security, which was the 
focus of our attention last year. 
What do we see? I do not propose 
to review with you the events of 
tbe lasr twelve months. They are 
vivid in your memories, and their 
results are evident to you. 
Moreover, our attitude, our posi- 
tion. our -efforts, and our out- 
look are equally known to you. 
They all sprang from our un- 
shakeable conviction in, and 
commitment to the common des- 
tiny of the Arab Nation and its 
higher interests, represented by 
freedom, independence, security, 
and the peaceful resolution of its 
disputes. Based on this; we have 
no doubt in the sound basis of our 
position, nor in our right to hold 
out bead high, although our posi- 
tion was misunderstood and 
judged unfairly. I do not wish to 
dwell on tbe tragedy and pain 
which we lived through, along 
with the whole Arab Nation. I 
only wish to draw attention to the 
scale and depth of the change 
which took place in the course of 
one year. I regret having to say 
that the sad events of last year 
were so intense that they have 
tipped the scales, changed con- 
cepts, and shaken belief. Coali- 
tions have arisen. New orienta- 
tions have developed which indi- 
cate that our nation is on the 
veTge of a new era, whose course 
and direction are not easy to 
foresee or define. 

The only solace which we can 
derive from the recesses of these 
events lies in starting serious 
efforts to draw lessons from our 


experience with objectivity and 
courage, with no illusions or pre- 
texts, and without seeking 
scapegoats. A severe national 
tragedy such as the one which has 
resulted from the Gulf crisis 
should not be swept away to tire 
recesse? of the human mind 
where it would be a constant 
source of pain, suspicion, con- 
flict, and strife. It should be 
overcome and transcended. This 
can only be achieved if it is 
subjected to study, analysis, and 
rationalisation. Only then will the 
cruel experience become a useful 
lesson rather than a source of 
sadness and bitterness, and a 
cause of divisiveness and strife. It 
is oar duty to transcend our pain- 
ful past and look to the -future, 
with the lessons of the past guid- 
ing us to our benefit and away 
from a repetition of the tragedy. 

Among the lessons that can be 
drawn from the Gulf crisis are the 
following: 

One: Life does not always fol- 
low one’s wishes. This is true on 
the individual as well as the state 
levels. 

Two: Every state has limits on 
its freedom of decision and ac- 
tion. At the same time, there is 
not a single state that can exist 
alone and in isolation, at the 
present time, when the world has 
become small and marked by 
interrelated interests. If a nation 
selects isolation, it will, in reality, 
opt for backwardness, deteriora- 
tion, and decay. 

Three: The world is regulated 
according to the formula of tbe 
balance of power, and by interna- 
tional and regional organisations, 
which also function according to 
the same formula. 

Four: Every state has its 
national interests which stop 
where the national interests of 
other states begin. If a state 
wishes to carry its interests 
beyond this limit, it should do so 
through cooperation not con- 
frontation. 

Five: The country comes first 
and foremost. Its higher national 
interest supersedes all other con- 
siderations. Based on this fun- 
damental understanding, laws are 
enacted and policies are drafted 
and implemented. 

Six: Every state has its own 
national agenda which ought to 
be reasonable, balanced, and 
realistic. Otherwise that state is 
likely to squander its resources 
and achievements pursuing illu- 
sions or deadly errors. 

Seven: Every Arab state has its 
own national agenda. Under the 
Arab League, and until the out- 
break of the Gulf crisis, each 
state's national agenda was con- 
ditioned by, or balanced with the 
higher Pan-Arab interest. In the 
fifties and sixties, the Pan-Arab 
interest prevailed to the extent 
that it dominated the national 
agenda of every Arab state con- 
siderably. The Gulf crisis pro- 
duced a new phenomenon where 
the higher Pan-Arab interest was 
superseded by the individual 
state's national agenda. This new 
phenomenon raises many crucial 
questions over Arab future, Arab 
oohesiveness, Arab cooperation, 
Arab development, and a num- 
ber of other issues that mobilised 
the Arab states since the Arab 
League was established. 

Eight: The spread of con- 
sumerism during the past three 
decades is an undeniable reality. 
More importantly, this phe- 
nomenon. as demonstrated by 


the Gulf crisis, has affected our 
national system of ethics. It has 
also affected that of many others, 
the best evidence of which lies in 
the deep change that has taken 
^ace in Eastern Europe over the 
past two years. 

Nine: The tragedy in the Gulf 
reflected the features of a new 
world order, of which we are 
part, even though we are not 
among its prominent makers. 
While world order is permanent, 
it is always evolving. In each era, 
its centre of gravity lies in one 
state or a group of states. This 
focus is determined by cultural, 
economic, technological, and 
military factors. The world order 
is not a dub to be joined by the 
states that chose to do so, by 
filling an application form, or 
otherwise to be boycotted by 
stares that prefer otherwise. It is a 
fact of life. The world order is so 
interconnected that no state can 
afford to separate itself from it. 
However, this does not necessari- 
ly mean that a state within the 
world order is guided to a prede- 
termined destiny as if by Provi- 
dence, or programmed like a 
robot. Every state or group of 
states has the right to its own 
ambitions, identity, and objec- 
tives. If it wishes to advance its 
interests, it can only do so 
through dialogue, cooperation, 
work, and organisation in accord- 
ance with the rules of the world 
order. If, however, a state finds 
its path obstructed by the world 
order, the answer would not be to 
rebel against it. The cost would 
then be very high. Instead, that 
state or group of states should 
seek to develop the order and to 
make new inroads in it, in the 
hope that it can accommodate the 
hopes and objectives of that state 
or group of states. An example of 
this happened under the past 
order, that of the Cold War, 
when the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment was able to form a neutral 
group between the Eastern and, 
Western camps, regardless of the 
degree to which that movement 
influenced the prevalent order. 

Ten: Tbe Gulf crisis demons- 
trated the importance and effect 
of international and regional 
organisations in controlling 
events, whether these organisa- 
tions were political, military, so- 
da], finandal, economic, legal, or 
environmental In nature. 

Eleven: No matter which fea- 
tures the new world order 
assumes, and no matter what the 
respective state agendas may be, 
the Arab states would be well 
advised to interact with the world 
order from a united and harmo- 
nious stand, not as disparate and 
conflicting states. This is what we 
hi Jordan believe, and we shall do 
our utmost to act on the basis of 
this belief. Therefore, we call on 
all our Arab brothers to work 
together, to turn a new chapter, 
away from the tendencies of tbe 
first Jahiliyah (pre-Islamic age of 
ignorance). 

Twelve: The cumulative hu- 
man experience gave rise to a 
number of common concepts and 
principles which every sodety 
needs regardless of its national or 
cultural identity. Many* societies 
are still struggling to attain these 
principles and common human 
objectives, which comprise: 

A — Adopting or consolidating 
democracy and respect for human 
rights. 

B — Attaining social justice. 

C — Adopting and encourag- 
ing private initiative in the eco- 
nomy. 

D — working to protect the 
.environment. 


E — Maintaining the suprema- 
cy of international law in the 
resolution of conflicts, and 
strengthening peace. 

F — Development, progress, 
and working to establish prosper- 
ity. 

Thirteen: Despite widespread 
agreement on these principles 
and common human objectives, 
and despite claims of concern for 
them, there remain disparities in 
the levels of progress and stan- 
dards of living within the one 
society and among states. There 
remain acts of contravention 
against international law and 
tolerance of environmental de- 
gradation, as well as failure to 
reverse these effects. There also 
remain disputes, injustice, domi- 
nance of power, and lost rights. 

Honourable guests. 

Perhaps the most important 
regional dispute that remains in 
need of a peaceful solution is the 
Arab Israeli conflict which, in its 
international dimension, has be- 
come the oldest of all internation- 
al disputes. Tbe human rights 
that have been most manifestly 
denied are those of the Palesti- 
nian people, a part of whom 
continues to live under occupa- 
tion, while tbe other part lives in 
the Diaspor a, w ith ail the pain, 
fear, and suffering that this en- 
tails. 

On the sixth of March past, 
U.S. President George Bush deli- 
vered a speech to a joint session 
of Congress, m which he said that 
the U.S. administration will work 
to create new opportunities for 
peace and stability in the Middle 
East. He outlined four principles 
to settle the Arab Israeli conflict 
and solve the Palestinian prob- 
lem. These principles are: That a 
comprehensive peace must be 
grounded in Security Council re- 
solutions 242 and 338 and in tbe 
principle of territory for peace; 
that these principles must be 
elaborated to provide for Israel’s 
security and recognition; and that 
they must also be elaborated to 
provide for the legitimate Palesti- 
nian political rights. 

Based oh five considerations, 
we have welcomed this initiative. 
These considerations are: 

One: The country which laun- 
ched the initiative is tbe same 
country that led the coalition in 
the Gulf crisis under the umbrella 
of international legitimacy. This 
gives that country credibility as it 
moves anew to solve the old 
problem in the same region, 
which is the Arab Israeli conflict 
that sprang Grom the Palestinian 
problem. 

Two: The four principles out- 
lined by President Bush represent 
a sound outlook towards a peace- 
ful settlement based on interna- 
tional legitimacy. 

Three: We consider this initia- 
tive a serious American attempt 
to restore balance to tbe interna- 
tional position which showed 
great concern for the imple- 
mentation of international legi- 
timacy to settle tbe Gulf crisis on 
the one hand, while on the other, 
it had not shown previously the 
same concern for international 
legitimacy in regard to the Arab 
Israeli conflict and the Palestinian 
problem. 

• Four: Tbe initiative comes at a 
time when international legitima- 
cy is alive in tbe conscience of tbe 
international community, and a 
more prominent feature of the 
new world order, it being the only 
credible reference in solving in* 
temational disputes. 


Five: . Tbe' initiative comes In 
response to a collective Arab 
demand to solve the Palestinian . 
problem in accordance with inter- 
national legitimacy, as happened 
in the Gulf crisis. Tbe different 
inte rpretations that surfaced over 
this subject between tbe Arab 
brothers during the Gulf crisis 
was not at all over the need to 
apply international legitimacy to 
the Palestinian problenn It was 
over tbe need to Knk the solution 
of the two problems, or alterna- 
tively, to address the Palestinian 
problem after the end of the Gulf 
crisis. Now that the Gulf crisis is 
solved, and that the U.S. A. has 
come forward with this initiative, 
there is no room for procrastina- 
tion in reacting to it, nor is there 
room for ignoring it Should we 
do so we shall have contradicted 
ourselves. 

Based on the principles out- 
lined in the initiative of President 
Bush, the U.S.A. came forward 
with a peace plan, by which a 
conference would be convened to 
latmch peace negotiations in two 
tracks: In the first track, each of 
tbe Arab states directly involved . 
in the conflict would enter into 
negotiations, and in the second, 
the Palestinians would enter into 
negotiations with Israel. Negotia- 
tions on both tracks would start 
simultaneously, to merge 
together in the end at one point. 

At that point, the agreements 
concluded by the negotiators 
would be referred to the United 
Nations Security Council, which 
issued resolutions 242 and 338, 
and which would guarantee the 
peace accords. Shortly after the 
start of negotiations on the two 
tracks, negotiations would start in 
a third sphere related to regional 
problems like the removal of 
weapons of mass destruction, wa- 
ter, die environment, and others. 
All countries in the region would 
participate in these negotiations. 
So far, the states of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council have de- 
clared their willingness to partici- 
pate in these talks, and to attend 
the peace conference as an obser- 
ver. We believe that this is a 
positive ' and responsible step 
which will help the establishment 
of peace and stability in the Mid- 
dle East. 

We have accepted this outlook 
in its broad outline. We have 
welcomed it, s tres si ng our convic- 
tion that Resolution 242 means, 
first of all, respecting the princi- 
ple of land for peace. A compre- 
hensive and just settlement can- 
not give Israel both land and 
peace. That suggestion would be 
tudi-crom because it would sig- 
nify lack of seriousness in the 
quest for peace. Based on this we 
have entered into three rounds of 
negotiations with the U.S. Secret- 
aiy erf State, Mr. James Baker, 
with open mindedness and 
seriousness. We have presented 
him with out point of view on the 
details, of the plan and the ele- 
ments that it comprises. We have 
also held similar talks with the 
Soviet Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Alexander Bess- 
mertnykh. As a result of both sets 
of talks we have gone a consider- 
able way towards reaching agree- 
ment. 

We hope that all sides will 
cooperate in the same spirit in 
order to crystallise a comprehen- 
sive agreement to initiate peace 
negotiations on the bans of inter- 
national legitimacy. In particular, 
Israel is requested to abandon its 
intransigence and to show flex- 
ibility in its attitudes, as well as 
respect for international legitima- 


cy, because peace warrants that. 
Peace cannot be a reward to one 
side and not the other*-... 

Peace, which every body'i] the : 
area needs after tins fen^conflict, - 
must not be approad^ i^' 

seeks to maximise his profit 1 

expense of the otbpr pmty^ seiz- 
ing the opportunity ■ when the 
balance is tipped -fo'- his .advan- 
tage. Such a peace -cannot last 
and be permanent. We must view 
peace as a promise that bodes 
well for everyone, tfolneiely-as 
an end to the state, of war and 

suffering. Therefore, every adc 
to the conflict must seize the 
opportunity to spare: its people 
the cost of squandering - ft 
happened in the past.' - .*< 

An in-depfb look at the Palesti- 
nian problem and at the. nature- of 
the Arab Israeli conflict, its scale 
and dim ensions, and at the land- 
mass on which it takes plaice? with 
its area and resources, would 
show -that peace cannot be 
achieved merely by -signing an 
accord. Peace would need to be 
protected and developed, thus 
acquiring regional and interna- 
tional dimensions. It cannot be 
limited to the parties directly, 
involved. All the Arabs, as weft" 
as the influential states — the 
powerful and the wealthy ones— 
will also be responsible for 
achieving peace, preserving it, 
and developing it. 

Tbe alternative to peace, 
according to the outcome of tbe 
Gulf crisis, is the continuation of 
the status quo. We must remem- 
ber that the status quo is not 
static. It changes constantly, and 
always to the worse. If we were to 
plot a graph of the lost opportuni- 
ties for peace we would find tha^. 
tbe facts on tbe ground today are’ 
more painful than they were at 
any of opportunities lost in the 
past. 

Let us be truthful with 
ourselves. Let us take a look at 
the plight of the Palestinian peo- 
ple whether living raider occupa- 
tion or living outside of Palestine, 
except- in Jordan, ifrirerp- the 
.Palestinians 'enjoy, full 
citizenship; 

1* It is truly painful to see the 
Palestinians dehumanised in ti/,* 
eyes of some. One only needs to 
see tbe ease with which a Palesti- 
nian can be uprooted, or dismis- 
sed Grom his place of work and 
source of income. AH that is 
needed is a memorandum Grom 
the security agencies or the secret 
police, and the Palestinian, with 
his family, finds himself an alien 
body swept by tbe wind,' without 
a home, without a lam), without 
income, and without dreams. 
Only with continuous night- 
mare of fear and perdition. ^ 

The facts on the ground are 
painful, but we must face them as 
they are. We cannot continue to 
close our eyes to the reality of 
which we are part. We can neith- 
er hide it nor make it vanish by 
raising our voices in protest 
against it, or by deluding 
■ourselves into seeing it different- 
ly. We most deal with reality rift open 
eyes and open minds, in order to 
achieve a better situation, even if 
it falls short of our hopes. This is 
a fact of life. 

Brother graduate officers, v 

I thank you and repeat my 
sincere congratulations to you, 
and I wish you success in serving 
your country and your nation, 
with God’s assistance. 

May God’s peace and blessings 
be with you. 


King: Bush’s initiative acceptable 


(Continued from page I) 
the time. 

Referring to the events of the 
past year. King Hussein said that 
tbe Arabs lived through pain and 
tragedy. 

“I only wisht to draw attention 
to the scale and depth of the 
change which took place in the 
course of one year. I regret hav- 
ing to say that the sad events of' 
last year were so intense that they 
have tipped die scales, changed 
concepts and shaken beliefc," 
King Hussein said. 

He said the only solace which 
can be derived from the recesses 
of these events “lies in starting 
serious efforts to draw lessons 
from our experiences with objec- 
tivity and courage with no illu- 
sions or pretexts and without 
seeking scapegoats.'' 

King Hussein said that a severe 
national tragedy such as tbe one 
which has resulted Grom the Gulf 
crisis “should not be swept away 
to tbe recesses of the human mind 
where it would be a constant 
source of pain, suspicion, conflict 


and strife." He called on Arab 
leadership to study, and analyse 
objectively the results of the cri- 
sis. 

“Only then will the cruel ex- 
perience become a useful lesson 
rather than a source of sadness 
and bitterness and cause of divis- 


venes and strife," the King noted. 

He said that it was the Arab 
people's duty to transcend tile 
painful past, and look to the 
future with the lessons of the past 
serving as quidelines for tbe fu- 
ture (see foil text of tbe King’s 
speech on page 4). 


India mourns Gandhi 


(Continued Grom page X) 

Gandhi “because she is in grief,” 
said Janardhan Reddy, the chief 
minister of the state of Andhra 
Pradesh and a senior Congress 
leader. 

Party spokesman Pranab 
Mukhcrjee said the decision of 
the 18-mernber Congress working 
committee, the party’s supreme 
decision-making body, was bind- 
ing on Mrs. Gandhi. 

“The question of acceptance 
does not arise,” he said. 

The appointment appeared to 
bean appeal for a sympathy vote 
in the national election, which 
has been postponed until mid- 
June because of tbe assassination. 


It was not clear bow long Mrs. 
Gandhi would remain party lead- 
er calling a party election. 

The Congress Party has turned 
to the Gandhi family in similar 
circumstances twice before. In 
1966, Indira Gandhi was elected 
party president and prime minis- 
ter after the death in office of Lai 
Buhador Shasrri. Party leaders 
mistakenly thought Mrs. Gandhi, 
tbe quiet daughter of India's first 
prime miniter, Jawaharial Nehru, 
would be a compliant puppet. 

Sonia Gandhi, 43, often 
accompanied her husband on the 
hustings, but stayed in New Delhi 
with her daughter Triyanka, 21 
when her husband campaigned in 
the south Tuesday. 


Iraqi troops to leave Dohuk 


(Continued from page 1) 

they do not feel safe to return to 
Dohnk while Iraqi forces remain. 

Allied commander U.S. 
General John Shalikashvili said 
tbe number of coalition forces to 
enter Dohuk was set by a U.S. 
survey team which Iraq allowed, 
into Dohuk on Monday. 

“The size of the element was 
determined by the survey team 
that went in the day before 
yesterday,” the captain quoted 
him as saying. 

The 30-member team of U.S. 
civilians and armed specialist sol- 
diers went into Dohuk for the day 
only to examine the state of its 
water, sewage and electrical ser- 
vices. 

Shalikashvili said the coalition 
troops would “assist in tbe res- 
toration of necessary services so 
when we have, hopefully, a large 
number of Kurds returningto the 
dty those services are there and 
we are able to help them.” 

He said they would continue 
the dialogue with tbe Iraqi side 
“to maintain the conditions for as 
many as the displaced persons so 
they can go back to their homes 


and villages.’' 

Powell to visit 
northern Iraq 

U.S. Chairman of Joint Chiefs 
of Staff General Colin Powell will 
visit Turkey on May 29 and U.S. 
troops in northern Iraq, Turkey 
said on Wednesday. 

“His visit is similar to those by 
Other (NATO) chiefs of staff to 
Turkey,” foreign ministry 
spokesman Murat Sun gar said. 

He said General Powell would 
have talks with Turkish military 
leaders in Ankara before going to 
.the Iraqi border where nearly 
500,000 mostly Kurdish Iraqi re- 
fugee took refuge in April. 

4 mSUon Iraqi 
children threatened 

In Baghdad, Iraq’s health 
minister said ' also Wednesday 
that more than four million chil- 
dren under tbe age of five were 
suffering from shortages of baby 
milk and medicine. 

The figure was given by Abdnl 
Saiam Mohammad Saeed the day 
after a team of U.S. specialists 
reported that at least 170,000 
Iraqi children would die from the 


fingering effects of tbe Golf war. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
said Mr. Saeed told a senior U.N. 
official that U.S.-led allies bad 
destroyed water purification and 
sewage plants, causing the 
“spread of epidemics and dis- 
eases, including cholera.” 

“More than four million Iraqi 
children under tbe age of five are \ 
currently suffering from shor- 
tages of baby milk, medicine and 
other necessary equipment,” he 
fold Mohammad Abdullah Nour, 
assistant secretary-general of the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP). 

In the first systematic examina- 
tion of public health in Iraq, tbe 
team of Harvard-based resear- 
chers suggested that dramatic in- 
tervention was needed to combat 
what it said was already an enor- 
mous crisis. 

The U.N. Security Council haa* 
eased its trade embargo on Iraq, 
allowing it to import food awl 
medicine. 

But Mr. Saeed said this was not 
enough. He urged the U.N. Sanc- 
tions Committee to allow Iraq to- 
use its frozen assets abroad to bd?* 
medince. 
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Filmmakers document tragedy, hope in Middie East 


By PbiUippa Neave 
NEW YORK — After trying ■» 
for five days . Mai Masri was 
'able to sneak back into her 
home town after an absence 
of 14 years. Masri had ro use 
small back roads: the city of 
Nablus, in the occupied West 
Bank, was under curfew and 
declared a closed military 
. area by the Israeli army. 

Masri, 32. returned to a 
city under siege. Nablus is 
‘ one of the hotbeds of rhe 
. four-year-old Palestinian in- 
, tifada against the Israeli 
. occupation. Her aim was to 
make a film about those who 
are fighting on the frontline 
’ — the children. 

The attractive, soft-spoken 
Palestinian filmmaker is no 
stranger to the ongoing vio- 
lence of the Middle East. She 
and Lebanese-born Jean 
Chamoun, her husband and 
long-time partner, have be- 

■ come chroniclers of the strug- 
gle of the Palestinian and 

■ Lebanese people to survive 
with dignity in a region rav- 

-v ' aged by decades of war and 
'. violence. Filming under the 
bombs in Beirut and in war- 
. tom South Lebanon , Masri 
. has been hailed as one of the 
Arab world's most promising 
documentary filmmakers. Af- 
te r making three 
documentaries dating from 
1982 to 1988 the team was 
commissioned by the British 
. ■ Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) to make a film about 
the children of the intifada. 

,* The result was Children Of 
Fire, which has received cri- 
tical acclaim in Britain and in 
the many Middle Eastern 
countries in which it has been 
shown. 

In Masri’s latest film . the 
intifada is seen through the 
eyes of children who have 
known nothing but war and 
■' confrontation. Masri's 
camera follows the ragged 
l youngsters through f he 
streets of Nablus , where they 
throw stones at passing 
Israeli troops and throw up 
barricades of burning tires . 

The stars of the film are 
Fadi, SI, and Hanna, 11. Fadi 


is already taking part in the 
battle. In one of the film's 
many touching scenes of daily 
domestic life. Fadi goes 
through the morions of 
washing his hands before 
lunch, after which he will go 
out into the streets, not to 
play but to throw stones or 
act as a lookout, warning 
other boys when an Israeli 
patrol approaches. Fadi was 
once caughr and beaten by 
Israeli soldiers. 

Close to SOU Arabs have 
been killed and over 60,000 
wounded and maimed since 
the intifada started. The only 
Israelis that most of the chil- 
dren of the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza strip have 
ever seen are either soldiers 
or armed settlers. Masri 
spent over four weeks with 
relatives she had not seen for 
years and filmed many of the 
scenes in Children Of Fire 
from the windows of their 
homes. The defiant children 
who challenge machinegun- 
toting soldiers every day were 
not camera shy. Although 
every family in the city has its 
own grief — a child or youth 
killed, imprisoned or wound- 
ed — Masri was surprised to 
find that there is no despair. 

“I felt the people were very 
hopeful, especially the chil- 
dren." she said during a re- 
cent visit to the U.S.. where 
she showed the film. “ The 
children talk about the future 
and ‘ of being free like other 
children in the rest of the 
world. That is what they 
dream about, and they have 
have no doubt that it will 
happen." Such hope is ex- 
pressed by quiet-spoken 
Hanna, who is serious 
beyond her llyears: “They 
have taken away our child- 
hood," she says of the 
Israelis, " but one day we will 
be five. " Neither here, nor 
anywhere else in the film, is 
there evidence of hatred. 

The people of Nablus have 
lived under curfew for most 
of the time since the uprising 
began. “ People are almost 
like prisoners in their homes; 
it has become a routine." 


adds Masri. " For the young 
people, it’s very hard. There 
is no work . the universities 
are closed and there is no- 
thing to do. But for them 
there is no choice, they can- 
not go back to living under 
the occupation and being pas- 
sive. “ 

Returning “was very' mov- 
ing for me on a personal 
level.” she says . “ and 
through the film . 7 really got 
a chance to get to know 
Nablus, go into people's 
houses, listen to them and 
their stories. " Masri’s parents 
were among the many 
Palestinians who were des- 
placed to Lebanon during the 
1967 war. She was raised in 
Beirut and then spent several 
years studying film in Amer- 
ica. She and Chamoun now 
shuttle between Paris and 
Beirut. 

She moved from house to 
house to avoid detection by 
the Israelis during the month 
she spent shooting the film in 
Nablus. "They were very 
supportive, all my aunts, un- 
cles, cousins and friends. 
They hid our equipment in 
various houses, they hid us. 
We weren't supposed to be 
there. " In effect the people 
of Nablus, and the children 
of friends and family, helped 
Masri make the film. 

One scene shows a hillside 
cemetery crowded with peo- 
ple bearing a coffin high in . 
the air. As the camera fo- 
cuses closer, if becomes clear 
that children outnumber the 
adults by far. They lead the 
procession, mocking death. 

What the Masri-Chamoun 
team has done during the 
past decade is to document a 
universal yearning for peace 
and freedom, although their 
films have been within the 
Middle. Eastern context. 
Their earlier documentaries 
were Under The Rubble, a 
film of the 1982 Israeli inva- 
sion of Lebanon and the siege 
of Beirut; Women of South 
Lebanon, a documentary ab- 
out the women’s three-year 
resistance against the Israeli 
occupation of South Leba- 




After war Beirut women 



Palestinian filmmaker Mai Masri 
and bar partner and husband , 
Lebanese-born Jean Chamoun, 
risked their lives making Children 


of Fire, a documentary showing 
the Palestinian uprising in the 
occupied territories through the 
eyes of children. 


non; and War Generation 
Beirut, released in I9S8 and 
documenting three genera- 
tions of young people grow- 
ing up in Beirut during 
almost two decades of war. 

Masri’s current project, a 
film commissioned by Bri- 
tain's Channel 4, focuses on 
three generations of women 
in Algeria, from those who 
fought in the country's war of 
independence from the 
French to the young women 
of today. Masri and Cha- 
moun have already spent 
some time in Algeria resear- 
ching the film. Says she: “We 
went everywhere'in cities and 
the countryside and spoke to 
older women who had par- 
ticipated in the liberation 
movement and with younger 
ones now involved in further- 
ing the cause of women. We 
have a pretty good idea about 
how things have developed 
for women over the past 30 
years. ’’ 

Through their contribution 
to the war, Algerian women 
gained respect and rights that 


gave them a very special place 
in Arab Muslim society. 
"The role of women in the 
resistance is not well 
documented, not even in 
Algeria itself, and the French 
have not really made many 
films about the war." says 
Masri. "In this film, we are 
going ro try and give them a 
chance to express what they 
lived through and look at the 
situation today in Algeria." 

After independence in 
1962, women continued their 
struggle for emancipation 
and were an inspiration to 
others elsewhere. But. says 
. Masri. it is clear that in recent 
years they have lost some of 
the advantages they had 
gained. In particular, many 
felt that the Family Code . 
imposed in 1 984 and based on 
the Islamic Sharia Law. dis- 
criminated against women in 
matters of divorce and child 
custody. “The Family Code 
brought women back out on 
the streets. These were the 
same women who had fought 


in the revolution and they 
demonstrated with younger 
women of the new genera- 
tion. The older women en- 
couraged their daughters 
adds Masri. 

The film will be based on 
interviews, some of which 
will be with members of 17 
recently formed women's 
associations. "These are 
young women who are politi- 
cally active, fighting for 
women’s rights, more demo- 
cracy and a freer press. " says 
the filmmaker. “Today there 
is an elite of professional 
women — doctors, professors 
and some who have f positions 
in government. They Have 
achieved a lot . but for the 
majority, the situation is 
underprivileged. The aim of 
our film is to give an insider’s 
view of reality without the 
stereotypes and to allow 
these women to express - 
themselves and give us the 
real perspective, the perspec- 
tive that is never shown — ” 
World News Link. 



Mitterrand’s 6 great works’ will 


battle in the boutiques 


leave lasting mark on Paris 


By Snmia Nakhonl 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Lebanon’s dvil 
war may now be out . of 
fashion bu the women of 
Beirut are dressed to kill. 

Many Lebanese who can 
afford it — and many who 
cannot — are mad about 
clothes pursuing the latest 
trends through magazines, 
televised fashion shows and 
frequent shopping trips. 

“ There is no one on top of 
• fashion like the Lebanese 
women.” says Beirut desig- 
. ner El/e Saab , whose designs 
have been shown in Paris, 
London . and the palaces of 
Kuwait , Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia. 

Competition is as stiff here 
as abroad and designers say 
customers insist on secrecy 
.- about their orders. Women! 

■ ■ can return dresses if a dupfi- 

■ care is sold to an acquaint- 
■ ' ance. 

Max Mara store owner 
' May Daher said many of her 
high-society clients demand 
■ } . exclusive outfits so they nev- 
' er meet another woman 
wearing the same desgn. 

’ : "Some are so jealous ... 

they try to find out what a 
- ‘ certain client bought to im- 
itate her. Others tell us ‘if 
Mis. so-and-so asks what I 
bought, don r t tell he f and we 
don't ” she said. 

' Beirut's thousands of 
boutiques Age from , one- 
room shops ' selling cheap 
locally made copies with 
~ made in Italy * labels, to 
European boutiques that sell 
the rqal thing at the real 
price. 

Foreign designs line the 
racks of the Max MarA and 


Via Spiga Italian shops which 
opened three years ago dur- 
ing some of the worst days of 
the civil war. 

On their racks are crea- 
tions by prominent designers 
such as Moschino, Thierry 
Mugler, Ozbek and Monta- 
na. 

Before dvil war broke out 
in April 1975, haute couture 
houses Christian Dior , 
Valentino, Ungaro and 
Japanese designer Yohji 
Yamamoto had representa- 
tives in Lebanon. 

Today, local designers are 
increasingly competing with 
the world’s best as business 
picks up in Beirut, which 
returned to government con- 
trol last December for the 
first time since 1975. 

Saab’s clients include prin- 
cesses and wives of promin- 
ent businessmen, politicians 
and Arab leaders. 

He creates a new dress 
every day for one member of 
an Arab royal family whom 
he declined to name — so far 
he has made her more than 
4.000 dresses in Jour years. 
“There is not a angle colour 
or design which I did not do 
for her.” 

At his studio in the east 
Beirut suburbs of ZalkSi the 
27-year-old couturier said 
almost three-quarters of his 
work is sent abroad. His best- 
known style is a tight dress 
which emphasises the wear- 
er's figure. 

Saab launched his first 
creations in the early 1980s in 
Paris, where he studied 
fashio n design. 

He returned to Lebanon in 
1984 due to high demand for 
fashion despite a war which 
had tom the country apart 


and shattered a once-solid 
economy. 

Saab's cheapest designs 
cost about $6,000. His* most 
expensive model was a 
$400,000 jewelled wedding 
dress for a Saudi bride. 

Many of Saab's foreign 
clients order their outfits by 
fax machine or telephone. 
They tell him the occasion for 
which they need the dress 
and he works on a custom- 
made mannequin. 

Some Arab princesses send 
their private jets to By Saab 
and his staff to their homes to 
order seasonal collections.' 
He employes 70 tailors 

Many Lebanese women 
say they prefer Beirut shop- 
ping to that of Paris, Rome or 
London. "If you buy for a 
dollar or a thousand, in Leba- 
non they make you feel wel- 
come .while in Europe one 
gets bossed around," said 
Majida Oud, browsing at one 
of Daber's stores. 

Other said they felt intimi- 
dated by a gg ressive and im- 
patient sales staff in Europe. 

But Beirut’s pre-war role 
as the business crossroads of 
the West and Middle East — 
which it hopes to regain — 
means many women prefer 
European fashion and dis- 
dain local styles. 

“ I could never wear local 
clothes. The taste and finish 
are poor, ** said Asma Asmar, 
wife of parliamentarian 
Anwar Saobah . "I like Euro- 
pean style. It is my char- 
acter 

But while some turn to the 
West , other women choose 
blade chadors — but even 
here, designers also play a 
role by producing colourful 
dresses or intricate veils. 


By Douglas Hamilton 
Reuter 

PARIS — Like Pharaoh’s 
rafts carrying stone along the 
Nile fo the sites of rhe Pyra- 
mids. barges are busy hauling 
earth from a hole by the 
River Seine in central Paris 
for Francois Mitterrand's 
latest building project. 

A huge national library 
built from glass and steel is to 
go up by the Tolbiac Bridge, 
and as with other works he 
commissioned for the capital. 
France's “builder president" 
was personally involved in 
picking the design. 

Socialist Mitterrand, who 
marks 10 years in office Fri- 
day. is creating an architectu- 
ral legacy that uill adorn the 
Paris skyline long after he is 
gone. 

King Louis XIV built the 
Pa /ace of Versailles and the 
Louvre Museum. Napoleon 
Bonaparte gave Paris the Arc 
de Triomphe, and Napoleon 
III had Baron Georges 
Haussmann remodel the 
capital. 

“ A civilisation is judged by 
its architecture, " presidential 
candidate Mitterrand said in 
19S1. "Will we succeed in 
defining our cultural aspira- 
tions and making them real- 
ity? / will give it all my 
energy." 

Once elected, he was true 
to his word, creating a major 
building project each year , to 
the glory of art, science, 
/earning, even commerce. , 

Mitterrand gave Paris a 
gleaming cubist arch set 
among skyscrapers at La De- 
fense, in fine with the Arc De 
Triomphe, and a stunning 
crystal pyramid by the 


Louvre. 

A starkly functional Fi- 
nance Ministry bestrides the 
riverside expressway ar Per- 
cy. with one end resting on 
pillars in the Seine, and trans- 
parent pavilions housing a, 
new international conference'' 
centre are planned near the 
Eiffel Tower. 

The elegant Orsay Railway 
Station was transformed into 
a riverside museum of 19th 
century art. The influence of 
the Middle East is apparent 
upstream across from Notre 
Dame Cathedral in the filig - 
reed glass facade of the Arab 
World Institute. 

A shining sphere crowned 
the spacious science park at 
La Villette. filled ever since 
with excited schoolchildren. 
A 21st century opera house in 
moulded concrete grew up on 
the edge of the Place de la 
Bastille. 

Even Britain's Prince 
Charles, a scathing critic of 
some of London's modern 
architecture, conceded dur- 
ing a recent visit that the 
French seemed to have more 
success in blending the mod- 
em with the traditional. 

He called the Louvre Pyra- 
mid elegant and described 
the Arch at la Defense as a 
giant frame with the sky as its 
picture. 

*7 Thought if was remark- 
able, because this is France 
and you got it right," he told 
French Television. 

As Mayor of Paris, Mitter- 
rand's right-wing opponent 
Jacques Chirac had to 
approve the schemes, but the 
president encountered no re- 
sistance. Eight major pro- 
jects were agreed before he 
had been two years in power. 


By the end of his first 
seven-year term Mitterrand 
had spent 18 billion francs 
($3.2 billion )i on architectural 
projects, or about a third of 
the budget of Culture Minis- 
ter Jack Lang, who is also 
"minister of major projects. " 

Spending has continued at 
a rate of about three billion 
francs ($535 million). 

The “Louvre Pyramid, 
which Mitterrand awarded to 
architect Ieoh Ming Pei 
rather than tender for de- 
signs. has so far been the 
most controversial project. 

Pei has said the $1 billion 
pyramid sheltering a wide 
new underground entry was 
his most important project. It 
has been called the world’s 
mosi costly entrance, and 
plans for the space-age cone 
set in a venerable courtyard 
triggered angry attacks in the 
consen'ative press. 

But the controversy died 
down when it was inaugu- 
rated in 198S, and tourists 
appear fascinated by the uni- 
que structure surrounded by 
triangular granite pools mir- 
roring the old museum. 

"Pei was in love not only 
with the Louvre, but also 
with French history." Mitter- 
rand has said. 

By the end of his second 
term in 1995. the Quai Branly 
Conference Centre and the 
"very big library" as it has 
become unofficially known , 
should be complete. In Mit- 
terrand’s words, it should be 
one of the world's greatest , 

“ a library to communicate 
with the whole world." 

The grand Louvre project, 
a total renovation of the 
museum , is due to be finished 
in 1996. 


Shatila’s 

indomitable 

spirit 

By H.J. Skutel 

Besieged: A Doctors Story Of Life And 
Death in Beirut 

By Dr. Chris Giannou 

Key Porter, Toronto, Canada 1990, 28.95 Canadian 
dollars 

Last September, Toronto bom surgeon Chris Giannou 
was among those awarded the prestigious Order of Canada 
for his humanitarian work among Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon. Clearly. Giannou's accomplishments in this 
respect must have outweighed any concerns in Ottawa 
about the criticism that might arise from his selection, given 
that most Canadians feel little sympathy for the Palesti- 
nians as a consequence of their support, however qualified, 
for Saddam Hussein. 

However, after reading Giannou's book, it is difficult to 
imagine that anyone other than the most inveterate hater of 
the Palestinians could deny the wisdom of the govern- 
ment’s choice. Besieged is a tautly related chronicle of the 
27 months . from October 1985 to January 1988, during 
which Giannou was director of Palestine Red Crescent 
Society's hospital in Sbatila refugee camp in west Beirut. 

Sbatila was the site of the Falangist massacre of 
Palestinians and Lebanese in September 1982. But in 1985 
it was no longer right-wing Lebanese Christians who' 
threatened the inhabitants with extinction. Sbatila, along 
with the refugee camps of Rashidiya and Burj AI Barajna . 
had been encircled by Shi’ite Amal militiamen, acting at 
the behest of Syria, which was detennined to subordinate 
the entire Palestinian leadership to the will of Damascus. 
Hence, the three refugee districts must be shelled or 
starved into submission. The “war of the camps" has 
begun, and the 31-year-old Giannou has arrived in Sbatila 
to help organise the resistance. 

With astonishing ingenuity and foresight , the Canadian 
and his Palestinian comrades attempt to render the few 
hundred square yards of the camp, with its 3,500 inhabi- 
tants, impregnable. Giannou, who has lived for. 17 years in 
the Third World and performed war surgery for five 
elsewhere in Lebanon, has much practical experience to 
draw on. Even so, in bis present circumstances he must 
master the unfamiliar skills of plumber, electrician, en- 
gineer and ballistics expert. Among other things, their 
defensive measures result in an elaborate network of tunnel 
around the camp’s perimetre, from which "elusive gun- 
men” can cut down the attackers. 

But the main focus of Giannou's memoir is his hospital, 
the camp's "pillar" of resistance, wherein the physical and 
psychological horrors of the siege are laid bare. There are 
frequent gripping episodes in the operating theatre where 
Giannou labours — on one case, for eight hours — to drag 
mutilated lives back from the edge of oblirion. Often it is 
the surgical team itself which must supply the emergency 
blood necessary for a casualty. Operations which Giannou 
knows to be futile are. on occasion, nevertheless per- 
formed, simply to preserve the moral of the hospital staff. 
At times, post-surgical recover is confounded by vitamin 
and protein deficiencies. 

But for Giannou, even more trying than the hunger and 
fatigue is the inability to emotionally distance himself from 
his patients, with whom the shared deprivations of the siege 
have bred an ever increasing identification. “ How many 
more friends would I have to buiy? How many more would 
I save? Could I save them? I felt myself rapidly nearing 
breaking point." 

In the early morning, when Giannou listens to the distant 
bustle of west Beirut’s rush-hour traffic and destruction 
around him take on an eerie air of unreality. In spite of the 
larger world’s remoteness and indifference to the camp's 
ordeal, Giannou is sustained by the awesome courage and 
resolve of the camp dwelllexs, most of whom could have 
fled before the outbreak of hostilities. "What had become a 
meaningless platitude for many others was for them a living 
reality of their daily existence: they would rather die on 
their feet than live on their knees." 

This book validates yet another chapter in the tortured 
history of the Pakstmians. Were it not illuminated by 
inspiring acts of solidarity and selflessness in the face of 
horrendous suffering, its mostly unrivalled bleakness might 
prove overwhelming. As such. Besieged constitutes a 
stirring tribute to the indomitable spirit of the Palestinians 
and the heroic devotion of its idealistic author. 

— Middle East International . 
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PEN PALS 


To the Editor: 

It was always my burning desire to get in touch with 
young people as my friends in Jordan, Kuwait. Egypt, 
Sudan and other Arab countries. I want male friends in the 
age of between 20 fo 40 years . either native Arabs, 
foreigners and soldiers. I am 36 years old and a male 
librarian. I can write in English and German. My hobbies 
and interests are friendly correspondence, collecting of 
stamps and view cards, listening ro pop music, reading 
novels and magazines, photography, swimming and travell- 
ing as well. I would be very grateful if you publish my 
request in your most esteemed newspaper. 

Yours sincerely, 
Hans Kiebart, 

Here is my full name & address: 

Mr. Hans Kiebart . M.A, 

Schacht Str. 8. 

Leipzig, 7022, 

Germany 
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By Maha Addasi 

Smoking is bad for your health. So yon have heard this 
before and you, tike 90 per cent of Jordan’s adult 
population have continued to puff away. Cigarettes are the 
prime example died in economics classes under ‘inelastic 
commodity ” because no matter what the price is the 
demand is the same. Let us see why that is? But before I go 
on, I would tike to: Define the type of smokers I am 
discussing, and Extrude vows out of you heavy smokers out 
there that after reading through this article you would not 
come after me with matchetes. 

Back to the definition of smokers. I want to make it dear 
that the people who smoke that occasional cigarette are not 
included in my definition of smokers. No sir, I am talking 
about people who light up one cigarette with the end of the 
cigarette they are smoking and then proceed, in this 
manner to go through one, two or more packets a day. And 
if they run out of cigarettes, God forbid, at a time when 
they cannot go and buy another pack , one gets the 
impression that these people would have no qualms about 
relighting one of the cigarette stubs from the ashtray. These 
are the smokers J am considering in this column. 

Smokers can come up with zillions of reasons for why 
they smoke. Some say they genuinely enjoy cigarette 
flavours and even if they are ill they feel that their 
enjoyment greatly outweighs the risks. Others say that 
smoking is a habit they cannot break. Still others think that 
smoking dgarettes gives them a kind of aura or image they 
like. (Hint : You can pinpoint this kind of smokers by the 
way they grind there dgarettes when they are only half 
finished and call this “ etiqette ).” 

So as a non-smoker, I have observed, in a somewhat 
biased manner how some people have continued to bum 
their lungs in style with , “I only smoke imported 
dgarettes. ” I have also realised through observation that it 
may be too late to save these poor semis and I have decided 
to target my afforts at helping the potential smoke is so that 
they do not lower their resistance and start smoking. A 
car-bumper sticker that says “be smart, don’t start smok- 
ing " comes to mind. I have noticed though that the puli 
towards dgarettes for some people is too strong. So I 
dedded that first of all I must get to the core of the matter 
and put myself in a “would be” smoker’s shoes and see for 
myself what the temptations are for these usually young 
people to start smoking. 

I had to keep in mind, of course, that many people’s first 
smoke comes horn a “friend” who offers them one to join 
the group. Others make the decision themselves (do not 
ask me how) and go and buy their own packet So / did the 
latter to study at dose range what we, as a society, have 
already done to prevent those youngsters from becoming 
human chimneys ” and how effective we have been . 

Consequently I took a look at a packet of dgarettes and 
immediately threw it away. What, after reading that 
effective, threatening warning saying that “smoking is 
hazardous to your health,” J counted my blessings and 
thanked God that those words were penned on the 







cigarette pack. Had it not been for those words 1 would 
have actually started to smoke like all the others. 
Apparently, though, this line did not work with everyone. 
Could it be that the words lost their impact? Many smoker, s 
laugh when they read the warning and cut through the 
words to get to the dgarettes. Unfortunately the youngsters 
actually do get to the dgarettes and from then onwards 
they become “smokers. ” 

These young smokers grow up and just can not stop, and 
everyone knows the rest of the story . The kids become 
different types of smokers: Some puff on a dgarette and 
bold the smoke in, mid-sentence, for impact. A few use the 
excuse of lighting up to buy time while they find an answer 
fora crudai question. Some become ring blowers. It’s sad , 
isn’t it? 

That is not all though because the missing link is what 
makes a kid dedde he wants to become a smoker. Studies 
show that children of smokers are most likely to become 
smokers themselves. These children are introduced to 
cigarettes at a young age. For example when they learn to 
count it is something like this: “One dgarette stub, two 
cigarette stubs , three dgarette stubs,” right out of their 
parent’s ashtrays! 


THIS WSEK IN 
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Thursday , May 23 

1926 — Lebanon is proc- 
laimed a republic by France. 

1939 — Britain’s parlia- 
ment approves plan for inde- 
pendent Palestine by 1949, 
Much later is denounced by 
Jews and Arabs in Palestine. 

1949 — German Federal 
Republic comes into effect 
with capital at Bonn. 

1969 — Death toll in 
Malaysia rioting exceeds 500, 
with 90 per cent of casualties 
Chinese. 

1971 — Death toll is put at 
1,000 in earthquake that des- 
troys town of Bingol in east- 
ern Turkey. 

1977 — South Moluccan 
exiles in Netherlands hold 
161 hostages in elementary 
school and hijack train in 
effort to get Ducth help in 
their fight for independence 
from Indonesia. 

1964 — Iranian and Iraqi 
forces clash along their bat - 
tlcfront amid expectations of 
a new initiative to arrest the 
escalating tension in the Gulf 
over the bombing of oil 
tankers. 

Friday , May 24 

1890 — Italy reorganises 
her Red Sea territories as 
colony of Eritrea. 

1900 — Britain annexes 
Orange Free State in Africa. 

1941 — German battleship 
Bismarck sinks British battle 
cruiser Hood in North Atlan- 
tic in World War Q and more 
than 1300 lives are lost. 

1962 — London confer- 
ence of Barbados, Windward 
and Leeward Islands ends 
with proposals of “little 
eight” to form new West 
Indies Federation. 

1964 — Riot erupts at foot- 
ball match in Lima, Peru,, 
and 300 spectators lose their 
lives. 

1972 — United States and 
■Soviet Union agree to put 
U.S. and Soviet spacemen in 
orbit together by 1975. 

1975 — U.S. President 
Gerald Ford approves two 
biiis providing more than 


$ 100 million aid for resettle- 
ment of refugees from South 
Vietnam and Cambodia. 

1977 — Soviet President 
Nikolai Podgomy is dropped 
finom ruling politburo without 
explanation. 

1981 — Ecuador’s Presi- 
dent Jaime Roldos Aguilera 
is killed in plane crash in 
Andes Mountains near Pent 
border. 

1983 — Abu Jihad, deputy 
commander of Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation, ac- 
cuses Libya of sending 
weapons and money to 
mutineers in PLO’s largest 
faction, Fateh. 

1984 — Israel and the Un- 
ited States reject a United 
Nations proposal for an inter- 
national peace conference on 
the Middle East. 

1989 — Ethnic Turks de- 
manding more rights dash 
with security forces in Bul- 
garia. 

Saturday, May 25 

1914 — Britain’s House of 
Commons passes Irish home 
rule bill. 

1915 — China accepts 
Japanese ultimatum regard- 
ing rights in Shantung and 
leases in Manchuria. 

1923 — Independence of 
Transjordan under Prince 
Abdullah is prod ami ed. 

1963 — Leaders of six Afri- 
can nations, meeting in Addis 
Ababa, Ethiopia, form Orga- 
nisation of African Unity. 

1969 — Parliamentary gov- 
ernment in Sudan is over- 
thrown in bloodless coup and 
Major General Jafaar 
Numeir heads new military 
regime. 

1970 — United States 
places first of its MIRV mis- 
siles in underground sites at 
air force base in North 
Dakota. 

1979 — American Airlines 
DC-10 loses an engine and 
nosedives into ground at Chi- 
cago’s O’Hare Airport, kill- 
ing ail 272 people aboard in . 
U.S. aviation history's worst 
disaster. 

1983 — Nile River ferry 
catches fire and sinks in 
southern Egypt , leaving 194 


people dead and 68 missing. 

1984 — Senior leader Deng 
Xiaoping says China will sta- 
tion troops in Hong Kong 
after recovering sovereignty 
over the capitalist British col- 
ony in 1997. 

1985 — Emir of Kuwait 
escapes assassination after 
terrorists detonate a bomb in 
his motorcade. Extremist 
Jihad Islami organisation 
claims responsibility. 

1988 — Israeli army im- 
poses curfews confining 
200,000 Arabs as PLO-man- 
dated general strike shuts 
down commerce and trans- 
portation in occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

1989 — Chinese Primeir Li 
Peng denies that troops sur- 
rounding Peking are de- 
ployed to crush student pro- 
tests. 

Sunday, May 26 

1805 — France 's Napoleon 
Bonaparte is crowned King 
of Italy. 

1854 — France and Britain 
occupy Piraeus after declar- 
ing blockade of Greece for 
attempting to attack Turkey. 

1965 — Surrender of last 
Confederate (southern) army 
at Shreveport, Louisiana, 
ends U.S. Civil War. 

1887 — British East Africa 
Company is c bartered. 

1924 — U.S. President 
Calvin Coolidge signs bill 
limiting immigration into Un- 
ited States and completely 
excluding Japanese. 

1926 — Riff War ends with 
Abdul Krim’s surrender of 
France. 

1933 — Australia claims 
one-third of Antarctic conti- 
nent. 

1912 — German forces be- 
gin their drives for Stalingrad 
and the Caucasus in World 
War U. 

1954 — Funeral ship of 
Pharoah Cheops is disco- 
vered in Egypt. 

1964 — China rejects 
appeal by^ Britain ro help halt 
fighting in Indochina King- 
dom of Laos. 

1966 — British Guiana be- 


comes independent Latin 
American nation of Guyana. 

1979 — Israel formally re- 
turns sovereignty of Sinai 
City of El Arish, which it 
occupied for a dozen years, 
to Egypt under terms of then- 
new peace treaty. 

1984 — Authorities say 
Hindu-Muslim fighting in 
Bombay, India , area has 
been brought under control 
through extensive deploy- 
ment of army troops. 

1987 — Sri Lankan troops 
begin major operation 
against Tamil rebels on Jaff- 
na peninsu/a. 

1988 — South African 
President P.W. Botha's 
National Party celebrates 40 
years in power. 

1989 — Jewish settlers raid 
Palestinian village in occu- 
pied West Bank, shooting at 
least three residents. 

1990 — Boris N. Yeltsin 
fails to win a majority in 
balloting for Russian pres- 
idency. 

Monday, May 27 

1905 - Japanese annihilate 
Russian fleet of 32 ships in 
Tsushima Straits off Korea. 

1918 - German forces 
launch major offensive on 
Western Front in World War 
I. 

1941 - German Battleship 
Bismarck is sunk by British 
Navy off France in World 
War n, with loss of 2300 
lives. 

1971 - Soviet Union signs 
15-year pact with Egypt, 
pledging assistance in recov- 
ery of all Arab territories 
occupied by Israel. 

1988 - Syrian troops move 
into Beirut's southern slums, 
halting three weeks of savage 
street battles between rival 
Shi’ite Muslim factions. 

1989 - U.S. President 
George Bush meets with Ita- 
lian leaders in Rome as 
White House says U.S. will 
not withdraw American 
troops from Europe without 
consulting first with Western 
Allies. 

By The Associated Press 


The missing boy 


By HLYaghi 

One day, . thirteen-year-old Rifaat didn’t come home 
from school. He was in the eighth grade and attended a 
local school not far from bis bouse. At Erst, bis parents 
weren't worried for the boy often tarried after school 
playing with fellow class-mates and friends of his. “Chil- 
dren are only young once,” his mother would say when 
questioned the whereabouts of her son. 

But when it became late and the orange sun slowly sunk 
below the blue borizen, Rifaat’s father grew tense. What 
bad kept the boy? By the tune night came , the father was 
pacing the floor and die mother was wringing her hands 
and crying. Something must have happened. Rifaat’s older 
brothers were sent in all directions searching for their 
brother, but be couldn’t be found, anywhere . 

Some of his classmates were asked, “Have you seen 
Rifaat?” 

They all answered: “No, we haven’ seen him once we 
played ball with him right after school.” 

Then what bad happened to the boy? No one knew. No 
one had seen him after he left his group of friends. He bad 
been seen heading for home. 

Late that night, Rifaat’s brothers and sisters all gave up 
searching for:' him and went to sleep exhausted. However, 
in the sitting room of their apartment, the father smoked 
cigarette after cigarette , wondering what had happened to 
his son. The mother sat huddled in a corner , sighing every 
now and then when she wasn’t weeping silent tears to 
herself. 

“ It’s all your fault!” the father yelled. “ Why don’t yon 
pay attention to the boy and see that he comes home from 
school on time? I told you that you should take better care 
of him. He’s always playing in the streets . We never know 
where he is anyway unless it’s time to eat or sleep. It’s like 
he lives in a hotel not a home/” 

“But ’’ the mother protested, “you can’t expect a kid like 
Rifaat to stay at home. Besides, when all my friends come, 
it's better to have him out, he makes so much trouble when 
he’s around.” 

Puffs of grey smoke enveloped the father. IBs face was 
dark with rage and wrinkled with worry. His eyes were 
bloodshot and his hands shook as he tapped cigarette ashes 
into the cluttered ashtray. “Well, what are your friends 
going to do for you now? Rifaat is our youngest son! He’s 
only a child. Where could he have gone? Tomorrow TU ask 
everyone I know, I won’t leave one important person that I 
know or one stone unturned until I End him. Let’s go to 


sleep. There’s no chance of finding him. now. 

The mother said in a whisper, “How can I » eep when 
Rifaat is lost some place, God only knows where. Howi^n 
I Eve witb-out him” and she moaned, hugging andro^ng 
herself back and forth asjfsbe were bolding asmancbrld. 

But tomorrow came and no sign of Rifaat. No word was ■ 
heard of him either. The father looked everyplace for ins 
son, but couldn’t End him. He asked aU the people he knew 
who were in big b places. No one , high or low had anysdea 
where the boy was. The father began to search surrounding . 
towns and villages but to no avail- “What a fool the bw 
is,” the father said to himself. How can he leave and rate 
off without telling us where be planned to go? Perh&ps be 
got in with a bad lot of people and carurot get away. He s 
just a boy and doesn’t even know what he’s doing. 

■ Rifaat’s brothers and sisters continued their search for 
him mo. They went to all his friends and to his school and 
even asked his teachers. No one knew or beard anything 
about him. Finally, they approached the house of one of 
Rifaat’s c lassma tes. A frantic mother came to tins door and 
told Rifaat’s siblings , “My son is massing too. He didn’t 
come home last night cither. My husband has looked 
everywhere for him. We don’t know where he is. We didn’t 
sleep at all last ni gh t worrying about him. Please, ifyou 
bear anything about Rifaat, let us know. Perhaps my son is 
with bun too!" 

A week passed. Still no word. Rifaat’s fattier went back 
to his job and his brothers and sisters returned to their 
various jobs too. Their apartment has been flooded with' 
well meaning friends and relatives. But none can ease the 
pain of a massing boy. 

Usually, a child is thought of to be bis parents most 
precious possession. But, like any possession worth having, 
a child needs a lot of care. Parents should know where their 
youngsters are at aU times for youth are very impression- 
able and can be easily persuaded to do many outlandish 
thing s by many people who would wish them harm ancf try 
to manipulate them for their own evil or selfish purposes. 

Two weeks have passed. Rifaat has stiff not come home. 
His mother is sick and foil of panic and his father is 
helpless. Meanwhile, what dangerous elements have 
snared the boy and prevented him from returning to his 
home and family? Obviously the parents have been lack in 
their responsibility towards their son and must share the 
blame for whatever has happened to him. Perhaps if they 
had been more concerned about him in the first place, he 
would not be missing now and their hearts would not be 
broken. 



Thursday, May 22 Saturday, May 25 1850 Paradise 


8:30 Day By Day 

Out For A Stretch 
Ross needs some cash 
quickly because he has a date 
with a charming woman. So 
he takes up a job as a baby- 
sitter. 

9:10 Black Forest Clink 
A New Arrival 
The professor’s new bom 
baby coincides with his hav- 
ing a sudden heart attack. 

1050 News in English 

10:20 Movie Of The Week 

The Legend Of The Young 
Dick Turpin 

A noble landlord usurps' 
the lands of poorer tanners in 
England. “Dick Turpin, a 
victim, decides to tight back. 

Friday, May 24 

Night Court 

The judge looks into a 
complicated case involving 
an ex-Vietnam veteran and 
manages to solve it bril- 
liantly. 

9:10 Shakespeare 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 In The Heat Of The 
Night 

Accused 


A black woman is raped 
and a white police officer is 
the only accused suspect, the 
head of the police depart- 
ment intervenes before racial 
tensions get aroused. 


830 Biff Cosby &ow 

Rudy learns a good lesson 
in rectitude and die learns it 
the hard way. 

9:00 Encounter 

Rami hosts Dr. M. AI 
Haddid and Mr. Suleiman AI 
Ghamman, both of local and 
International Red Cross and 
Red Crescent organisations. 
The discussion centres 
around the role of the orga- 
nisation and the beneficiaries 
of their aid. 

1050 News in English 

10:20 Feature FBm 

Battle Of Crete 

Starring: Paul Sullivan, Fer- 
nando Sancbo 

The Germans are about to 
invade Greece, the Greek 
nationalists manage to smug- 
gle out their country’s supply 
of gold on a ship, blit the 
Germans have already de- 
cided to get that gold. 

Sonday, May 26 

830 Yes Minister 

Equal Opportunities 

A discussion with a British 
minister over women’s right 
to get to the top, the minister 
is all for that. 

9:10 AI I Our Chfltireu 

Farewell To Children 

Growing out of childhood, 
children begin assuming light 
responsibilities in their re- 
spective societies. 

10. -00 News in English 


The Hanging 
When Ethan saves a Texan 
friend from -hanging, tittle 
does he know the trouble he 
is getting himse lf in over the 
incident. 


Man has always dreamt of 
conquering foe skies. This 
documentary sheds some 
light on two pioneering Ger- 
man scientists who have con- 
tributed a lot in foe Sled. 

J 050 News In English 


Monday, May 27 1050 Enact Feature FBm 

1 q /^fioi/na 

Starring: Pierre Richard aod 
Barbara is attracted to a Gerard Depardieu 
oungmmanwtmris^ed Marie Bens sets out one 
? ^ smgfe- ** er daddy is ^ discover South Amer- 

s ica, she disappears as soon as 
aughter know foe truth. ^ her dis- 

4 . . . fraught father is left to think 

>10 Nancy Wake of i way to find her. 


830 Empty Nest 

Barbara is attracted to a 
young mman who is supposed 
to be single. Her daddy is 
determined to make his 
{laughter know the truth. 

9:10 Nancy Wake 

Australian journalist Nancy 
marries a Frenchman right 
before France fail under Ger- 
man occupation. So Nancy 
and her husband join the 
French resistance move- 
ment 

1050 News in English 

1030 Derrick 

Derrick investigates the 
murder case of a businessman 
who he met in a resort. He 
has to get to know the vic- 
tim’s family before be is able 
to identify the killer. 

Tuesday, May 29 

830 Perfect Strangers 

Finders Keepers 

Paffri comes across some 
hidden money, and sets out 
to End, the real owner of the 
money and in the process sifts 
through many fake claimants. 

9:10 Wings Over The World 

A Tale Of Two - German 
Giants 


Wednesday, May 29 

830 After Henry 
Going Away 

When everyone in the 
house decides to go vacation- 
ing, the grandmother worries 
about foe prospects of being 
left alone. She does some- 
thing about that 

9:10 Oar House 

The 100 Year Weekend 
Grandfather Guss chal- 
lenges his family to Eve with- 
out modem technology facili- 
ties for two days. They 
almost succeed , but com- 
munication lines must remain 


1050 News in 

19:20 Not A Penny More, Not 
A Peony Less 

One of Harvey’s victims 
decides to get even with him, 
so he tries hard to convince 
the other victims to join in. 


B.C. 
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*She-Hulk 9 Brigitte Nielsen dreams of comedy role 


■'•r ?,r v> i : .. ,.--i 

By Mfdteb Wrong 

Reuter 

CANNES, France — // 
you're a woman , standing six 
foot (1.88 metres) in your 
stockinged feet and having 
the kind of shoulders any 
screen hero would envy is 
hardly a source of amuse- 
ment. 

But Danish model-turned’ 
actress Brigitte Nielsen's 
ambition is to use her strap- 
ping physique as the starting- 
point for a new career in 
comedy . 

"You can stand six foot 
three (1.5 metres) in heels 
and make fun of it," said 
27-year-old Nielsen in an in- 
terview on Thursday. “I 
would be nice not to take 
oneself seriously. ” 

The woman whose career 
took off when she starred 
opposite Arnold Schwar- 
zenegger in Red Sonja 
dreams of a romantic comedy 
in which she would be cou- 
pled with the likes of diminu- 
tive Dudley Moore of Danny 


De Vito, making the most of 
the match’s musical dispari- 
ties. 

‘T like contrasts. It would 
be nice to show two opposites 
who adore one another for 
the qualities within, not ex- 
ternal appearances. It would 
be very funny too .” 

But Nielsen, firmly associ- 
ated with superwomen role 
thanks to her Red Sonja days 
and a failed marriage to 
Sylvester Stallone, is afraid of 
changing her image too sud- 
denly. 

“Transitions should never 
be made overnight because 
you can't afford to tum down 
the people who adore you for 
your action persona It has to 
be gradual.” 

After a career lull caused 
by the birth of her second 
son, Nielsen is in Cannes 
touting her next him. 

In She Hulk she remains 
true to form, playing a de- 
mure lawyer who one day 
receives a blood transfusion 
from her cousin David Ban- 
ner. also known as “ the In- 


credible Hulk.” 

The transfusion gives her 
the same ability to tum into a 
green-tinged super-being 
with amazing powers. The 
story is inspired by the popu- 
lar marvel comic strips. 

“She's a fun, good- 
looking green, hulk who’s 
just out to have a good time 
and save the world,” says 
Nielsen 

Dressed in a dramatic 
black " lady vampire” dress 
complete with elbow-length 
gloves, her cropped hair dyed 
albino blonde. Nielsen is 
clearly not afraid of making 
an impact. But even she ori- 
ginally shrank tom the idea 
of appearing green on screen. 

I thought it would look 
dead and lifeless, but we did 
several makeup tests and I’m 
pleased with the result. It’s 
going to be a light shade, not 
a heavy green. ” 

Only her face will be made 
up, and Nielsen will wear a 
green body stocking for full; 
figure shots. She says she was 
afraid of making up her en- 


tire body , citing an actress 
was once killed this way. 

“I was afraid of poisoning 
myself with green makeup. 
Eventually your body can’t 
breathe and you die. ” 

The film, due to start 
shooting in Australia in 
September, involves plenty 
of action. Nielsen expects to 
spend a month of intensive 
training getting fit. 

"I won’t be doing ail the 
stunts because lean 7 do back 
flips. . . thank goodness at least 
Jennifer the lawyer doesn't 
have to do anything pysical . " 

Living now in Los Angeles 
with music video director 
Sebastian Copeland, Nielsen 
looks back with pain on the 
days when gossip magazines 
picked obsessively over the 
details of her life with Stal- 
lone. 

There was something ab- 
out the larger-than-life cou- 
ple that caught the tabloids’ 
lurid imaginations , and what 
they did not know, they made 
up. 

“ I think at one point I was 



Brigitte Nielsen with Sylvester Stallone 


getting a bad press all over 
the world. But no one knows 
what really went on behind 
those walls.” 

She is determined to spare 
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Berlin’s museums on slow road back to former glory 


By Otto Mayr 

Reuter 

Berlin — Berlin’s art trea- 
sures, scattered in the chaotic 
last days of World War II and 
kept apart by 40 years of cold 
war, are reunited on paper 
but not yet in tact. 

Tourists no longer have to 
cross the iron curtain, by East 
German currency and endure 
border guards’ icy glares to 
see the giant ancient Greek 
altar of Pergamon,the Ishtar 
Gate from Babylon and the 
statues of Prussian sculptor 
Scbinkel. 

And since the Berlin Wall 
fell in 1989, east Germans 
can see the exquisite Nefertiti 
bust in west Berlin’s Egyptol- 
ogy Museum or the Bevy of 
Rembrandts in the Dahlem 
Collection. 

But the collections dis- 
persed among nearly three 
• dozen museums cannot simp- 
ly be brought back together, 
Jt will take more than a de- 
cade and at least two billion 


marks ($1.2 biltion)before 
Berlin's cultural heritage is 
truly reunited. 

War losses and post-war 
additions have changed the 
collections, and the modem 
tourist’s expectations have 
changed the way museums 
work. 

The state-funded Prussian 
Cultural Heritage Founda- 
tion, which has run most west 
Berlin museums since 
1961,took over east Berlin's 
main museums when east and 
west Germany united last 
year and is in charge of put- 
ting them back together. 

Wolfgang Kahlcke, 
spokesman for the founda- 
tion, said the project focuses 
on restoring cast Berlin’s uni- 
que Museum Island, where 
five museums purpose built 
between 1830 and 1930 stand 
side-by-side on a central site 
on the Spree River. 

Renovating the island will 
cost 2,5 billion marks ($870 
million) and take 15 years , 
the foundation estimates. 


One museum , bombed 
during World War B is still a 
ruin. The others must be 
remodelled to serve masses 
of tourists and support huge 
collections in a more logical 
order. 

Ironically, while Berlin has 
enjoyed a tourist boom since 
the wall fell, there are now 
fewer visitors to Museum Is- 
land. East Germans are too 
busy discovering the West 
and East Europeans cannot 
afford the hard currency trip. 

Officials want to adapt the 
museums for a wider audi- 
ence. 

“These museums were 
built for the art-loving 
citizen , not for the masses of 
tourists who arrive in buses, 
get marched past the main 
attractions and then out 
again,” said Karl-Heinz 
Priese, director of east Ber- 
lin’s Egyptian collection. 

The challenge was to set up 
exhibits that satisfied both 
unsophisticated tourists as 
well as art-lovers and histo- 


rians who demand much 
more from the displays. 

Defending the slow pace of 
change, Priese said: “We 
have a historic chance to 
arrange these collections in a 
way that makes sense for the 
long term. It’s a temptation 
to come up with quick and 
temporary solutions , but 
these collections deserve fier- 
ier than that.” 

Beilin’s best-known attrac- 
tions , the Pergamon Altar, 
the Procession Avenue from 
Babylon and the Ishtar Gate, 
and other antiquities will till 
three of the island’s five 
museums. European art will 
Gil the other two. 

Folk art and collections of 
Indian and Far Eastern art 
will go into the sprawling 
complex in Dahlem, 10 km 
from the city centre. More 
European art is due to Gil a 
new museum near the central 
Tiergarten Park, scheduled 
to open in 1995. 

But while they agree on the 
principle of unification. Ber- 


lin's curators are reported to 
be at loggerheads over how 
to use space and money. 

The Berliner Zeitung 
newspaper said the quarrel 
pitted purists who considered 
their museums educational 
against popularisers who 
wanted to whisk huge crowds 
past the exhibits. 

Guenter Schade, general 
director of east Berlin’s 
museums , acknowledged 
there were plans to re- 
arrange the Pergamon 
Museum so that tourists 
could view its main attrac- 
tions quickly. 

“ None of these collections 
are going to move until re- 
novations on the island have 
got somewhere , and that’s 10 
years off. By then we ’ll all be 
gone, and the next genera- 
tion can decide how to 
arrange these things,” he 
said. 

■Thought big changes on 
Museum Island are years 
away, new exhibits are 


appearing. 

A collection of ' art with 
strong Communist and anti- 
fascist themes on display in 
the island’s Altes Museum 
since before east Germany’s 
1989 revolution will dose 
soon to make room for a 
Rembrandt exhibit. 

Schade said some east Ger- 
man “Socialist realism” art 
will be distributed to other 
museums, and the rest will be 
stored. Works would be dis- 
played purely on artistic 
merit and not for their histor- 
ical curiosity, he said. 

United Germany's im- 
proved relations with the 
Soviet Union have boosted 
efforts to locate Berlin art 
treasures missing since 1945. 

Some 400 large paintings, 
including works by Rubens 
and Van Dyck, are known to 
have been destroyed in the 
last days of World War II. 
But other masterpieces may 
have been looted by the 
victorious allies. 


They’re groovy, 
they’re fab, 

they’re... The 
Parrots? 


her one-year-old son that ex- 
perience. “I don’t want my 
child exposed to the press — 
that’s a baby, a child and you 
have to leave him be.” 
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By Chris Peterson day and nig 1 

Reuter one. ” 

His thick c 

TOKYO — Ladies and gent- ses, ginger-t. 

lemen, live on stage at the and long bre 

Cavern Club we have the fab middle partii 

four, the sound of Liver- with a hooke 

pool... the Parrots. Gsb smile - 

The Parrots? Wait a mi- uncanny rest 

nute. hero John L 

The opening chords of On stage, 
Can’t Buy Me love send a same raw vc 
shiver down the spine as visi - captivated m 
tors gape at four men on plays guitar t 
stage in high-necked khaki sive way Lei 
rurn'es and wonder if they're The song, 
caught in a time warp. and the style 

But no. This is Tokyo, any Beatles 
1991. And the mood is light- act you cart 
years away from the sweaty, result of cot 
smoky ambience remem- listening to ; 
fiered by regulars at the real watching rid 
Cavern Club. Offstage, 

Despite their best efforts, ly string two ' 
the Parrots aren't John Len - together. In 
non. Paul McCartney, manner, be 
George Harrison and Ringo polite — whit 
Starr, the Liverpool lads who was, as even 
changed the face of pop fans will adi. 
music in the 1960s. “I want no 

In fact , Yoshii (John), this as long 
Kurosawa (Paul), Ozawa There’s nott 
(George) and Matsuzaki life except . 
(Ringo) are local boys who said Yoshii. 
have never even visited Bri- He shyly 
tain. advantage o 

Still, all the gear is there — bands in tht 
the left-handed Hofher bass, ularly play E 
the Rickenbacker guitars like actually m 
the ones John and George when the n 
played, Ringo's Ludwig Tokyo on a 
drumset and die Vok ampti - McCartne j 

fie/s that mean “1960s pop came to hear 

concert” to any music fan agreed to int 

| now aged forty-something. McCartney j 

The Parrots' biggest asset “f asked 

I is guitarist Yoshii, a 34-year- thought aboi 

old Beaties-worshipper. the Beatles t 

“I go way, way back. I must be l 
remember Ustening to my McCartney 
older brother's Beatles re- Yoshii said 
cords when I was in primary tones, 
school in 1964. It’s simply the , The Cavei 
best there is. We’ve got to ' on any givei 
keep live Beatles music bunch — bt 
going,” he said during a businessmen 

break in a set at the Cavern ers, middle 

Qub in Tokyo’s Roppongi en- tourists and 

tertainmeot district. They all sit a 

“I listen to Beatles music ing any urgt 

» _ _ m m 


day and night. It’s the only 
one. ” 

His thick coke-bottle glas- 
ses, ginger-tinted sideburns 
and long brown hair with a 
middle parting — combined 
with a hooked nose and wol- 
fish smile — give him an 
uncanny resemblance to his 
hero John Lennon. 

On stage, Yoshii has the 
same raw voice which once 
capdvafed millions . He even 
plays guitar the same aggres- 
sive way Lennon did. 

The songs . the gestures 
and the style are identical to 
any Beatles album or stage 
act you care to name, the 
result of countless hours of 
listening to their music and 
watching rideotapes. 

Offstage, Yoshii can hard- 
ly string two words of English 
together. In the Japanese 
manner, be is punctiliously 
polite — which Lennon never 
was, as even his most ardent 
fans will admit. 

"/ wanr to keep on doing 
this as long as I can sing. 
There’s nothing else in my 
life except Beatles music,” 
said Yoshii. 

He shyly admits to one 
advantage over the 20-odd 
bands in the area who reg- 
ularly play Beatles tunes; he 
actually met McCartney 
when the musician was in 
Tokyo on a 1990 tour. 

McCartney’s back-up band 
came to bear The Parrots and 
agreed to introduce Yoshii to 
McCartney next day. 

“J asked him what he 
thought about bands copying 
the Beaties and he said there 
must be 10 million Paul 
McCartneys out there,” 
Yoshii said in reverential 
tones. 

The Cavern Club audience 
on any given night is an odd 
bunch — besuited Japanese 
businessmen and office work- 
ers, middle-aged Western 
tourists and teenaged girls. 
They all sit attentively , resist- 
ing any urge to dance. 
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‘Les magasins waucquez’—home of the comic strip 


IF YOU are wandering 
round Brussels, you may well 
come across a building with 
some very striking 
architecture. This is the home 
of Lucky Luke, Tintin, the 
Scbtroumpfs (known as 
Smurfs to English-speaking 
fans)* Gaston Lagaffe and 
many other Belgian comic- 
strip heroes. It is the Centre 
Beige de la Bande DessinSe, 
or Belgian Comic-Strip Cen- 
tre. 

Die particularly unusual 
feature of this “museum” is 
that it used to be a store. But 
it was not just any store: the 
Maison Waucquez is one of 
the leading examples of the 
art nouveau architecture 
popularised by Belgium at 
the beginning of the 20th 
century. 

After many months or 
painstaking restoration work, 
two schools of art which have 
won Belgium international 
renown are now combined 
under one roof: art nouveau, 
arid the comic strip. 

A style is bom 

At the end of the 19tb 
century , four y° UB 8 
architects broke new ground 
m the European architectural 
tradition. The movement was 
based on “tbe use of new 
techniques, the discovery of 
new materials and the anK“i£ 
ence of new netxls. A Bej- 
man, Victor Horta ( 1861- 
1947) was om of the principal 
members of this pioneering 

S “tiorta , s work is the 
apotheosis of metal and 
^ne-Hemadehamonw^ 
balanced and functional ose 

of these two materials 

sensitive, lively de^H* 
work was inspired by natural 


forms and made subtle use of 
daylight in its interiors. 

The us ual source of light , 
for large shops at this time 
was a glass roof above a tight 
well, which created a diffuse 
tight throughout the building. 
Tbe walls were simply glass 
and steel screens set in stone 
frames. Light entered not 
only through the roof, but 
also through the wide win- 
dows. Cast iron beams 
formed a metallic skeleton to 
the facade; instead of con- 
cealing these, Horta made a 
feature of them, something 
which hitherto had been done 
in industrial buildings. 

Horta also went against the 
stark, modernist style which 
were in vogue at tbe time , 
and instead sought inspira- 
tion from natural forms. The 
cast iron fines of his balconies 
and staircases are reminiscent 
.of Sowers and plants. This 
was the birth of a new style: 
art nouveau. Horta was also 
the first architect to extend 
his creative talents beyond 
the boundaries of 
architecture and into the 
associated areas of interior 
decoration , furniture and 
other functional elements. 


exists. Horta produced the 
plans for it in 1903, and the 
store was opened three years 
later. 

In the words of Franco 
Borsi, Horta had reached the 
pinnatle of . his profession 
when he built the Maison 
Waucquez, though some of 
the mow characteristic fea- 
tures of bis style are absent 
here. This is most apparent in 
tbe building’s facade there are 
none of the typical metals 
structures , and the windows 
and doors do not have tbe 
irregular proportions which 
were such a common feature 
of his work. Also, he has 
simplified bis use of 
wrought iron. Although Hor- 
ta continued to draw his in- 
spiration from plants and 
flowers, these are less appa- 
rent than in many of his other 
works , with stylised flowers 
and simple curved stems. 
This • change of emphasis is 
clearly apparent inside the 
building, particularly in the 
entrance hall and the stair- 
well. The simplified style that 
Horta used in the Maison 
Waucquez is a foretaste of 
the less extravagant style of 
the 1920s. 


The Maison Waocqoez ^ 


By tbe time Charles Wauc- 
quez contacted Victor Horta, 
the latter had already estab- 
lished something of a reputa- 
tion. The MdSson Waucquez 
specialised in clothing fabrics 
and wanted to have a new 
building for its wholesale tex- 
tile business. Horta was a 
very experienced architect by 
this time , not least following 
his design for the revolution- 
ary store, “Innovation.” Of 
'Horta’s six large stores, only 
the Maison Waucquez stUI 


Tbe Maison Waucquez 
closed its doors in 1970. The 
building, a key example of 
Horta’s work , was aban- 
doned and slowly but surely 
began to deteriorate. A few 
years later, it bad passed the 
point of no return, and for the 
next 17 years it remained 
derelict. A ray of hope came 
in 1975 when tbe building was 
feted following intervention 
by Jean Delbaye, a former 
colleague of Horta’s, but no- 


thing was done to save the 
building. 

With its area of 4,000 
square metres, its lightness 
and its historic importance, 
the building was ideally 
suited for use as a museum. 
But in fact the building is not 
so much a museum as a tem- 
ple to tbe comic strip. The 
comic strip is a distinctive 
part of Belgian culture and 
has become a successful tour- 
ist attraction. 

In 1980, a group of comic- 
strip fans paid their first visit 
to the building. They re- 
turned shortly afterwards 
with Bob De Moor, an artist 
at Herg6 Studios, and Alain 
Baran . Herg<&’s business 
agent. Hergd himself was an 
111 man by this time, and did 
not come with the group, bur 
he was enthusiastic when 
they described tbe building's 
potential to him afterwards. 

His enthusiasm was shared 
by the minister of public 
works , Louis Olivier , who 
gave the project a favourable 
reception when it was submit- 
ted to him four years later. 
He decided that the Maison 
Waucquez would be purch- 
ased by tbe Buildings 
Directorate, thereby saving it 
from total ruin. The Directo- 
rate’s sole function is to res- 
tore buildings which form an 
important part of Belgium 's 
architectural heritage. Many 
of its projects are intended to 
encourage the people of 
Brussels back into their city 
and, by restoring its build- 
ings, to make Brussels a more 
attractive place to live in. 

However tbe store was not 
returned to its former com- 
mercial function. Some parts 
of the building were simply 

too big, or needed more 


radical restoration. The idea 
of using it to house the Bel- 
gian Comic Strip Centre 
opened up exciting new pos- 
sibilities. 

Rebuilding 

The restorers took great 
care to return the building as 
closely as possible to its ori- 
ginal appearance. Tbe 
architectural features which 
characterised Horta’s work 
were all restored to their 
original condition: the mosaic 
tiling, the skylights , the 
wrought iron work, the im- 
posing staircase and the wood 
and glass partition walls. All 
tbe structures which bad been 
added to tbe building over 
the course of time were re- 
moved, with the exception of 
the mezzanines by the 
architect Charles Veraart, 
dating back to 1912 and 1913. 

The display and store- 
room fixtures were retained 
because, although not de- 
signed by Horta, the help to 
recreate the atmosphere of 
the building. The building’s 
use as a Comic Strip Centre 
meant that some modifica- 
tions and new building had to 
be carried oat, bat this ms done 
so as to harmonise as much as 
possible with tbe character of 
the rooms and the overall 
architecture. 

The materials used for this 
work are very close to those 
used in the original construc- 
tion; often the iron work and 
wood work additions merge 
invisibly into the original de- 
cor. 

Tbe restoration was carried 
out by the architects 
’ Cooparch , directed by Pierre 
Van Assche. Financed by the 
Buildings Directorate, the 



After many months of painstaking restoration work, two schools 
of art which have won Belgium international renown are now 
combined under one roof; Art nouvean, and the comic strip. 


work was done in two stages. 
During the first, from Feb. 1 
to Nov. 9,1988, tbe building’s 
exterior and tbe inner rear 
courtyard were restored. The 
second stage, from Aug. 16 
to Sep. 1 It 1989 ; involved 
restoring the interior of the 
building and adapting it to 
the new function as museum. 
The contractors had con- 
siderable problems Ending 
craftsmen with the skills re- 
quired. 

Homage to tbe comic strip 

Finally , on Oct 6, 1989, 
the Belgian Comic Strip Cen- 
tre opened its doors. As a 
shrine to what has been de- 
scribed as u the ninth art 
form," it spans the whole 
history of the Belgian comic 


strip, from its distinguished 
origins to more recent de- 
velopments. Brussels can be 
justifiably proud of its first 
museum of the comic strip , 
though the term ’museum’ is 
not really an accurate de- 
scription. The Belgian Comic 
Strip Centre is not just a shop 
window for this art fonn; it is 
also an international forum 
for people to meet and ex- 
change information. 

The centre contains more 
than ijOO original plates and 
lithographs by Belgium’s 
best-known comic strip 
artists: Hergt, Jacobs, Cuve- 
Uer, Martin, Landy, Sirius, 
Franquin , Sleen , Vander- 
steen, De Moor and many 
others. Its fully computerised 
library contains some 25,000 


books , and tbe centre also 
has a specialist bookshop and 
permanent exhibitions on the 
leading figures in tbe world of 
tbe Belgian comic strip. 

The centre is very , con- 
scious of its important public 
role, and also serves to prom- 
. ote the comic strip as an art 
form. It is very well equipped 
to do so, with a team of 
specialists and its own 
quarterly magazine , pub- 
lished in French as “ Pream- 
bulle ” and in Dutch as “Im- 
ago. ” The magazine gives 
news of the centre’s work and 
of comic strips in general. 

A pearl of art nouveau 
architecture has in this way 
been transformed into a 
shrine to tbe comic strip — 
Belgian Features. 
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Gene that may play 
role in schizophrenia 
is identified 
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Soybean proteins may protect against cancer 

& " . 




By Malcolm Ritter 
The Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS — Scien- 
tists have said they bad iden- 
tified a gene that may predis- 
pose some people to schi- 
zophrenia. 

A particular variant of the 
gene showed up in people 
with schizophrenia far more 
often than one would expect 
by chance , the researchers 
reported. 

That variant may predis- 
pose some people to schi- 
zophrenia, or it may lie very 
close to some other unknown 
gene that does so, the study 
concluded. 

■ But the finding may simply 
be a result of bow the study 
'was done , they cautioned. 

Th&work was presented at 
the annual meeting of the 
American Psychiatric Asso- 
ciation in New Orleans by 
Alan Sanders and colleagues 
at the Baylor college of Medi- 
cine in Houston. 

“This is the kind of lead 
that we need to help give us 
some more clues, some things 
to search For" to understand 
the genetic contribution to 
the disease, said Dr. David 
Shore, assistant chief of the 
Schizophrenia research 
Branch at the National Insti- 
tute of Mental Health. 

By rinding and analysing 
genes that predispose people 
to schizophrenia, scientists 
may be able to understand 
what goes wrong and device 
new' medications, he said. 
Eventually, preventive 
methods could be found , he 
said. 

The new work is promis- 
ing, be said. But he cautioned 
that so far. promising find- 
ings for locating schizophre- 
nia genes have failed to be 
borne out by followup studies 
in different groups of people. 

Scientists do not know 
what causes schizophrenia. 


but prior studies show that 
genes seem to confer suscep- 
tibility. 

Schizophrenia patients 
show such symptoms as 
thinking they are somebody 
else or suspecting others are 
trying to harm them. They 
may also hallucinate and ex- 
hibit thought disorders in- 
which they shift between 
topics without reaUmng’. they 
are making no logical sense. 

In the new study, resear- 
chers studied several genetic 
sites in 55 people with schi- 
zophrenia or a related condi- 
tion called schizoaffective 
disorder, and in 51 people 
with no psychiatric diagnosis. 
All were unrelated whites of 
northern European origin. 

The genetic link came in a 
particular variant of a gene 
that tells the body bow to 
make a substance called por- 
phobilinogen deaminase. The 
body uses this substance to 
help detoxify a pigment pro- 
duced by the liver. 

People generally cany two 
copies of any kind of gene, 
and each may be a different 
variant. In the new study, the 
disease was more likely to 
have appeared before age 30 
if both copies were the 
schizophrenia-linked variant. 

Dr. Charles Kaufmann, a 
psychiatric geneticist at Col- 
umbia University in New 
York, noted that the gene is 
also implicated in a disorder 
called acute intermittent por- 
phyria , which can cause 
psychosis , the loss of touch 
with reality also seen in schi- 
zophrenia. 

Researchers should now 
see if the association between 
the genetic variant and schi- 
zophrenia appears again in 
different populations, he 
said. Scientists must take care to 
draw schizophrenic patients 
and healthy people from 
shared ethnic backgrounds in 
such studies, he said. 


LEAVINGS 
By William Canine 

ACROSS 
I Milan oetflhbor 
5 Certain European 
S Pod member 
13 Gamer up 
18 Elwa to many 
IS Glass section 

20 Seed cover 

21 Auctioned again 

23 Teenager hangout 

24 Desen pnnee 

25 Colombian city 

26 GWTW name 

27 Aran standard 

31 Outlook 

32 US inventor 

33 — me range re 

34 Endeavor 
38 Formicary 

dwellers 

37 Giond Canyon lor 
one 

40 -To sleep: 
perchance — " 


DOWN 

1 Someinrnfl not to 
be out on 

2 Sin gar Ana 

3 Charity 

4 WWW favorite 

5 Velocity 

7 indigo 

8 Piazza 

9 Pratoe 

10 Apan peninsula 

11 Marlene' 

12 Coquette 

13 Macaw 

14 Disorder 

15 Depm charge 

ifi A Caban <avonte 
17 Napped 
22 Colors 
26 Tuber 


LONDON (AP) — Pre- 
menopausal women who eat 
foods rich in soybean pro- 
teins have a 60 per cent lower 
risk of developing breast can- 
cer, researchers reported in 
this week's the Lancet, in a 
study based in Singapore. 

The proteins, found in soy 
sauce . tofii, and soybeans, 
are loaded with phyto- 
estrogens. plant forms of 
estrogen. Researchers specu- 
lated that the plant estrogens 
might block the activity of 
human estrogens, female 
hormones thought to prom- 
ote certain types of breast 
cancer. 

An increased incidence of 
breast cancer among pre- 
menopausal Chinese women 
in Singapore in the past 30 
years prompted doctors to 


wonder whether women were 
suffering more cancers be- 
cause they have adopted 
Western style diets, eating 
more red meat and fewer 
vegetables. 

Investigators at Cambridge 
University, the National Uni- 
versity of Singapore, and the 
International Agency for Re- 
search on Cancer in Lyon. 
France, compared the diets 
of 200 Chinese women with 
breast cancer to 420 Chinese 
women without breast can- 
cer. ranging in age from 24 to 
88. from 1986 to 1990. 

Diet did not significantly 
influence the cancer risk in 
post-menopausal women. 

Pre-menopausal women 
who ranked in the top third 
for eating red meat were 
twice as likely to get breast 
cancer. 


Dr. Walter Willett, profes- 
sor of epidemiology and 
nutrition at Harvard School 
of Public Health, said the 
findings "are potentially im- 
portant but certainly one 
wants confirmatory data." 

He said it would be “ in- 
appropriate to jump to the 
conclusion that it’s phyto- 
estrogen. There have been 
other hypotheses looking at 
other chemicals . " 

Willett's 1987 Harvard 
study of 90.000 women in- 
cluding 600 with breast can- 
cer showed no link between 
animal fat and breast cancer. 

Dr. Dan Nixon, the Amer- 
ican Cancer Society's vice 
president for cancer detec- 
tion and prevention, said the 
soybean link “ sounds logical " 
but he is not convinced. "It 


could have been a red her- 
ring he said. 

Dr. Nicholas Day. an in- 
vestigator in the s tudy and 
professor of public health at 
Cambridge University, said 
soybean proteins seem to act 
like the popular breast cancer 
drug ; Tamoxifen. Tamoxifen 
is an anti-estrogen. 

Day said that phyto- 
estrogens are also Found in 
grains and beans. 

Compared to American 
women, women in China. 
Japan, and Mediterranean 
countries have lower rates of 
breast cancer and they eat 
less red meat and more grains 
and vegetables. Phyto- 
estrogens could be the com- 
mon denominator protecting 
these women from breast 
cancer, he said. 


Day pointed to other re- 
search at Cambridge Uni- 
versity's Dunn Nutrition Unit 
that showed that women who 
ate lots of the proteins had 
longer menstrual cycles The 
study shows the potent 
effects of the plant estrogens, 
he added. 

Experts agree that diet 
affects the rate of breast can- 
cer , but there is no consensus 
on bow much of which foods 
lower the risk of cancer. 

Contradictory results have 
emerged from the hundreds 
of studies linking diet and 
breast cancer, many showing 
that increased animal fat in- 
creases the risk, a few show- 
ing fat had no impact what- 
soever. 

Day said he is not able to 
offer' specific dietary recom- 


mendations in terms of the 
amounts of soybean proteins 
to eat daily to prevent breast 
cancer . 

The women could, have 
mixed the soy sauce or tofo 
with rice. Rice, a high fiber, 
low calorie food, may have 
been more protective than 
the sauce or added veget- 
ables. ■ / 

Nixon suspects reducing 
the risk of breast is “a com- 
bination of a low calorie, high 
fiber, and possibly high soy- 
bean protein working 
together, ” he added 

Breast cancer strikes one in 
nine American women. In 
1991 , the American Cancer 
Society estimated 175,000 , 
women will be diagnosed 
with breast cancer, and 
44,500 will die of it. 
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Study suggests new wrinkle for cigarette smokers 
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By A.J. Hostetler 
The Associated Press 

PHILADELPHIA — Smok- 
ing more than triples the 
average person's likelihood 
of premature foetal wrink- 
ling, Universit of Utah re- 
searchers reported in the 
Annals of Internal Medicine. 

But the news may cause 
smokers who get a lot of sun 
exposure even more worry 
lines. The two factors com- 
bined increased the risk twel- 
vefold, the study found. 

In an editorial accompany- 
ing the study, a Mayo Oink 
physician said the bad news 
for smokers that their habit 
may affect their looks may 
help health officials sett the 
message that smoking is bad 
for your health. 

While the link between 
premature wrinkling and sun- 
ning was known, the authors 


said their study was the first 
to link cigarette smoking with 
“ laugh lines/’ 

Lead author Dr. Donald 
Kadunce said be hoped the 
study would provide another 
model for bow toxins cause 
damage. As skin tissue is 
similar to lung tissue, the 
results could give researchers 
a better picture of what hap- 
pens to smokers' lungs over 
time, be said. 

Tbe scientists studied 109 
white smokers and 23 white 
non-smokers between ages 35 
and 59. The smokers had 
smoked between three to 50 
pack-years , with a pack-year 
equal to smoking one pack a 
day per year. 

Each subject was asked to 
estimate tbe number of hours 
spent in the sun, and that 
information was adjusted for 
location, use of sunscreen or 
protective clothing and pig- 


Weekend Crossword 


43 •With — in mv 
heart' 

45 Cod cousin 

48 Nine ol race 
47 Brown prgmeni 

49 Fauv queen 

52 Tony s litJta 
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53 Hawaiian (nqaie 
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56 Delight 
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65 Bearing 

66 Heir 

67 Attend' 
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29 Ricna 'O — 
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3Q Prosaic 
35 Norm Sea leader 
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39 Honshu port 
4J Nor ruler 
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5 1 Get auto pweet 

54 Med leal 

55 Air. republic 
57 Leadoeiv 

composition 
59 Sch. su0| 


77 Moderaie 
79 Blake's co-srar 
63 Above it an 
65 Theme ol Branoo 
Mm 

67 R&teiver ol 'goods 
m law 

68 So It powders 
9a No pan 

31 Cpi 

93 Cova' up in a way 
34 Tiny tat 
95 'Ados —i i - 
(movie) 

97 Carded esiare 
99 — Alone' 

(moviQl 

100 Howled 

102 ' A wonderful 
bird" to Merritt 

105 Essential on 

106 Mows censor 
WA 


81 Comic slop 
character 

82 T7w* 

63 Pioneered 

69 Reiwes. aour 

70 Ape 

72 Snuggle 

73 Epoch 

74 Goofy 

75 Pol 

76 Como's t/rsi sow 
record 

78 Adtactwe sunn 
80 "Middle mar ch' 
autnoi 

31 AL City 

82 Passover event 
84 Skarmsh 
86 Motto 
69 Merganser 
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ACROSS 

1 Choir voice 

5 Musical 
instrument 

6 Pedestrian 
lane 

10 Whittier 

11 Oetest 

13 Mas. garment 

14 Required 

16 FfeMDle tube 

.17 Derogatory in a 
maitaotn way 

19 Weather forecast 


DOWN 

1 Trumpet sound 

2 Ha fa 

3 Paces 

4 Night kne son g 

6 Holder of the 
world's Ms 

7 Busy as — 

8 Common article 

9 Scuttles 

10 Me*, money 

12 Landlord's due 

13 Join metalbe 
parts 


21 Ktnd Ol pony or 
coat 

22 Past 

23 Kind ol pamphlet 

26 In addition 

27 Worship 
29 Portico 
30Prophei 
32 Gemstone 

34 Cubs 

35 Hospital item 
37 Lives 

39 Rotate 


15 Eng. county 

16 Natural 
Sweetener 

IS Stravinsky 

20 Timepiece 

21 Go by 

24 Sheep shelter 
35 Soviet news 
agency 

27 Editor perfiaos 

28 jostled 

31 Ceremonies 

32 Plumed bed 


40 Unctuous 

41 Swerved 

45 Falls to pay a 
debt 

49 Lollapaloozas 

50 Enticed 

54 Evict 

55 Jungle sound 

56 Angered 

57 Hwy. kin 

58 Provide with 
moo me 

60 Sc<on 


33 Desiccated 

34 Authoritative 
assertion 

36 Refcgttccs woman 

38 Building 
addition 

41 Apple throwaway 

42 In a urge 
while 

43 Eng. novelist 

44 Mistakes 

46 Threw 

47 Prevent In law 


108 Dampen 

ttO Andean capital . 

Ill Ankiebones 

113 ‘Golden Boy 
author 

US Song 10 the 
Eternal City 

121 Dominica s 
capital 

123 Oroerty 

124 Western actor 
Jack 

125 Maleficence 

126 Rejects 

127 Homan road 

128 M«J.ey s 
km 

129 ZOa heroine 

130 Edgy 

131 Bug or 
fingei 

132 Chows down 

133 B POE word 


92 Incur 
96 Notion 

57 Sheet performer 
98 ' Tne Groves 
ol — ' 

101 Nautical word 
>03 Lett out 

104 U inform 

105 "The Greatest " 

106 — tie combat 

107 Take on 
109 Follow 
112 Pmnaaes 
114 Without 

116 Coinage 

1 17 Essayist 

118 Lite a racetrack 

119 Fur 

120 Oh dear me* 

122 Put to work 


61 Move smoothly 

62 — the Red 
64 Reos and 

EdstMs 

66 Profound 

67 Hassock km 
69 Came dose 

71 Drench 

72 Cove 

73 Urge 

74 ■■ — creature was 
somng..." 

75 Metric unit 


48 Meat dish 

51 Treated badly 

52 Conspiracy 

53 Inserting twts in 
mortises 

59 Wags 

61 Yard components 

63 Hen's place 

64 Too 

65 Madrid mister 

66 Reverie 
68 ” — Town" 

70 Can. prov. 

* 



Last Week's Cryptograms 
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I. Amiable bowling champ scores big win with eight straight spares. 

£. Walking on (be bench or delving in your attic, it's hard to believe what 
you see in trunks. 

3. When work is done and the full night ■» nigh, faded clouds steal slowly 
across the sky. 

4. Alpaca for is finer than porcupine hair due to diet of alfalfa sprouts. 


CRYPTOGRAMS 
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BUT MOMJ'R J T T M BUT X W O Q B C N E X R. 

— By Lois H. Jones 

2. O PRRL POVSMX: FRR V W | C ZLMX F Z V X 
VOJ KWAXMJ SXIRVX FCX VRFCXA RT 


V Z K 1 C Z X T. 


— B> Gordon Miller 


3. IJ LMKR KJTSEH ERDXSORERU1. 

ESTIMATH TRULIY QH QORDGJY IMERX 
C R A I Y. —By Ed Huddleaon 

4. BR.ABFXZ CT TRY ST IKMt'LI FAMILY: 
THIMIHL7 HZ l B S L U C T V X L K. 1. 

— By Norton Rhoades 
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mentation. 

The subject's temples were 
then photographed and the 
degree of wrinkling graded 
by two physicians using a 
previously developed scale. 
The reviewers, who did not 
know whether the subject 
was a smoker or non-smoker , 
agreed on the degree of 
wrinkling 81 per cent of the 
time, and disagreements 
were averaged. 




The degree of wrinkling 
increased with tbe number of 
pack-years. The increased 
risk of premature wrinkling 
with a smoking history of less 
than one pack-year was one , 
while the risk doubled for 
pack-years between 1 and 49. 
For more than 50 pack-years, 
the risk was 4.7 times. 

Sun exposure of more 
than 50,000 hours alone — 
about that experienced by 


people who work or exercise 
outdoors — increased tbe 
risk eight times. 

But sunning and smoking 
combined multiplied tbe 
effect by 12 times. 

Kadunce said he’s not sure 
how smokers of other races 
experienced wrinkling due to 
cigarettes. 

The researchers said they 
weren't sure why smokers 
skin crinkled earlier, but sug- 


gested that known changes in 
the blood vessels feeding fa- 
cial skin may play a role as 
.well as tbe direct exposure of 
skin to tobacco smoker 

Dr. Thomas Mottke of tbe 
Mayo Qinfc wrote that while 
doctors are impressed with 
tbe death and disability 
caused by smoking, smokers 
may be more scared by the 
apparent aging of their faces. 


Hyperactive boys risk psychiatric 
problems as adults, study says 


NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Salvatore Mannuzza. 
Hyperactive boys run a The study also found that 
heightened risk of psychiatric they tend not to go as for in 
troubles when they grow up, school as other children even— 
but most will avoid such tually do. 
problems, researchers have Mannuzza presented tbe 

, ... , findings at tbe annual meeting 

They also are more hkely of ^ ^ncan Psychiatric 
to own and operate a busi- Association, 
ness as adults, maybe be- 
cause of a distaste for The study followed up on a 
“staying under someone's group of 103 white boys who 
thumb, ” said study co-author were diagnosed with 


attention-deficit hyperactiv- 
ity disorder when they were 
aged 6 to 12. Eighty-five per 
cent were treated as children, 
and three-quarters of the tre- 
ated patients responded. 

Mannuzza said researchers 
also are studying a group that 
contains 12 girls. 

The disorder is for more 
common in boys. It indudes 
high degrees of inattention, 
impulsiveness and byperac - 


tivtsy. About half of cases 
begin before age 4 , and it is 
frequently not recognised be- 
fore the child enters school. 

The study induded 91 of 
the original sample of hyper - 
activschildren, and 95 of the 
100 psychologically healthy 
children chosen as a compari- 
son group in tire 1970s. 

All participants were .ages 
23 to 30, with an average age 
of 26,. 








Health problem in S. America is 
much larger than cholera epidemic 
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By Peter McFarren 

The Associated Press 

LA PAZ, Bolivia — 
Cholera ’s deadly journey 
across South America has be- 
come a focus of world atten- 
tion , but it is only one of 
many preventable diseases 
that kill 300,000 of tbe conti- 
nent's children every year. 

Tbe epidemic began in 
Peru in late January and since 
has spread to Colombia, 
Ecuador, Chile and Brazil. 
Altogether about 2,000 peo- 
ple bave died — only a frac- 
tion of the deaths caused by 
preventable diseases. 

“ Cholera is a story but we 
haven 't been able to convince 
society and the news media 
tiiat silent deaths are with us 
every day and are more de- 
vastating,” said Mayrides. 

■ UNICEF's representative in 
Bolivia. “How long are we 
going to wait while children 
continue to die from the be- 
nign neglect of society?” 

Bolivia — which is to the 
east of Peru and shares its 
northern and eastern borders 
with Brazil — Aas 6een 
'.spared tbe cholera epidemic 
so far, but health officials 
believe it is. closing in. 

Health officials blame 
poverty for the high toll by 
preventable diseases in South 
America. They say govern- 
ments loaded down by fore- 
ign debt don't have the 
money to- fight back, and in 
other cases money isn 't spent 
effectively. 

Polluted water is one of the 
main sources of preventable 
disease. 

In many countries, 
thousands of people bave 


moved from the countryside 
to cities, where they live in 
shantytowns that often have 
no toilets or drinking water. 

Open sewers run through 
vast networks of shacks of 
adobe, tin or wood that 
house tens of thousands of 
people. Children play in open 
dumps. Residents often drink 
polluted water and become 
sick with cholera, Aepatitis,. 
typhoid or diarrhea. 

These diseases combine to 
make South America's health 
problems for more profound 
than tbe current epidemic. 

For example, in Peru 1/3QQ 
people have died in the 
epidemic, 6ut Health Minis- 
try officials say about 15,000 
children alone die every year 
of preventable diseases. 

“Cholera has been blown 
out of proportion, without 
taking away the seriousness 
of it. ... There is a sense of 
. disproportion — not that we 
shouldn’t take precautions 
but the other problems 
should also be attacked ” said 
Mayrides. 

Children are the main vic- 
tims of preventable diseases 
in South America , where the 
mortality rate for children 
under 5 is 74 per 1,000 , 
■according to UNICEF. That 
compares with 11 per 1,000 in 
Europe. 

Poverty and a lack of 
education for women are the 
main factors contributing to 
the high mortality rates, said 
Alinen Gelbard, a U.S. de- 
mographer who works as a 
consultant on South Amer- 
ican health issues. 

The United Nations Eco - . 
nomic Commission for Latin 
America says a third of South 


Americans live in poverty , 
and another 16 per cent in 
extreme poverty. Together 
those figures represent 183 
million people — an increase 
of 70 million since 1970. 

Ms. Gelbard says that in 
some cases health officials 
spot problems and get money 
for them , but tbe money is 
not spent effectively. 

“What difference will it 
make to have the resources if 
there is not a strategy on how 
to manage and implement 
solutions to tbe problem 
she said. 

Mayrides said Bolivia has 
tbe highest child mortality 
rate in the hemisphere — 164 
children out of 1,000 die be- 
fore age 5 — and 51,000 
children die every year of 
preventable diseases. 

Tbe government spends at 
least $100 million annually on 
health programmes but to 
little avail , officials says. 

“Despite the help offered 
by many development agen- 
cies that operate in Bolivia 
and government policies that 
favour children, the situation 
remains critical,” said Durval 
Martinez, the bead of the 
foster parent's Altiplano 
Child Survival Programme. 
“The assistance is not effec- 
tively reaching children .” 

In some countries, health 
care has historically been 
overlooked, officials said. 

Peru's health system was 
hurt by huge budget cuts last 
August, but it was in terrible 
shape before then. 

Most South American 
countries face similar finan- 
cial problems. In many cases, 
foreign debt payments often 


leave little money for health 
care , Mayrides said. 

In Colombia, health is 
fourth in Government spend- 
ing, after education, debt ser- 
vicing and the mifitary. 

Brazil's health care has un- ■ 
reliable and substandard, and 
the nation’s economic prob- 
lems are making it worse. 
Hospitals have been crippled 
for days at a time by strikes 
and when they do operate 
normally hey are sorely 
understaffed. 

“We are in the midst of an 
unprecedented health-care 
crisis that is causing tbe need- 
less deaths of thousands of 
Brazilians, ” said Dr. Laerte 
Vaz Mello, president of Rio 
De Janeiro state's Regional 
Medical Council. 

In Chile, nearly half of tbe 
nation's 13 million people 
live in poverty, and tbe lade 
of sewage treatment in San- 
tiago was contributed to the 
spread of hepatitis, typhoid 
and cholera. 

Venezuela, bordered by 
Colombia to the west and 
Brazil to the north , has 
escaped the cholera epidemic 
so far. In fact, says Dr. Con- 
suefo Acda, director of the- 
nation's Health Ministry, 
officials have bocome more 
vigilant and in the first three 
months of the year they re- 
duced the infant mortality 
rate involving diarrhea. 

Uruguay has one of the 
lowest child mortality rates in 
Latin America , 24.7 per 
1,000. The cholera epidemic 
also has not struck that na- 
tion, to the south of Brazil, 
perhaps because all of Uru- 
guay’s urban residents have 
clean drinking water. 
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Thousands of parents mobilise effort to stem process 


(Continued from page 1) 
to bring their destruction 
through their own doing, may 
God encircle them, may God 
shame them and bring us vie* 
tory over them.” 

_ Another controversial deri- 
sion by Minister Akaileh was 
laying off 14 high-level em- 
ployees at his ministry. While 
the council of ministers did 
approve the minister’s deri- 
sion, citing administrative 
reasons, sources contend that 
at least seven of those laid off 
were “productive” staff who 
were fired for no other reason 
than their “liberal thinking.” 
One of them was the only 
woman to reach a high position 
at the ministry. 

Hie indignation that fol- 
lowed the minister’s decision 
to retire these employees and 
the subsequent approval of the 
measure by the Cabinet — 
although sources maintain that 
six Cabinet ministers refused 
to endorse the minister's deci- 
sion — necessarily brought ab- 
out closer scrutiny of their re- 
placements. 

Well-informed sources say 
that Dr. Akaileh, who has 
already made 10 appointments 
to fill the vacancies, has prom- 
oted employees who had 
served as assistants to the sack- 
ed officials in accordance with 
rules and regulations, but that 
there were a few controversial 
appointments to the vacancies. 
These claims could not be in- 
dependently confirmed, 
however. 

Other controversial mea- 
sures by the minister have in- 
cluded banning male sports 
coaches from teaching sports 
to girls, limiting schools’ free- 
dom to dose on Christian holi- 
days (if they are not officially 
registered as Christian mission- 
ary schools), setting mid-term 
examinations m the week of 
die Christmas holidays and 
attempting to ban certain 
books deemed incompatible 


(Continoed from page 1) 

Karim Kafrariti, is more^ out- 
spoken on the issue of educa- 
tion. **The- innrister of educa- 
tion Ought to be concentrating 
his efforts on teaching school 
children bow to be productive 
and useful citizens instead of 
wasting his time on taking con- 
troversial and wrong deci- 
sions,” Mr. Kabariti says. 

“In light of the lessons 
learned from the Gulf war, our 
children should be taught bow 
to handle technology rather 
than mythology," the Aqaba 
deputy continues. “Politicising 
education, along party or reli- 
gious lines, in no way serves 
our development process, nor 
does ft help the policy •objec- 
tives and aspirations of a cen- 
trist and tolerant society.” 

Deputy Kabariti insists that 
“controversial decisions by 
some cabinet ministers hinder 
the work of the government as 
a whole, especially at a time 
when every effort is needed to 
combat some real problems 
facing us, whether in the edu- 
cational development process 
itself, in agriculture and water, 
or in unemployment and Che 
economy." 

A member of the left-wing 
“Democratic Bloc,” Mr. 
Fakhri Kawar, dismisses the 
constitutional right of a gov- 
ernment minister “to impose a 
law which interferes” with the 
rights of citizens.. “The in- 
terference of the government 
in the private affairs of people 
violates the rights of citizens in 
our society,” he says. “Con- 
trary to what some people 
■' think,” Mr. Kawar says, “men 
and women are not like ‘ben- 
zine and fire’ when you put 
them in the same room 
together.” 

Acc ord i n g to the Amman 
deputy who also writes a daily 
’ column for A1 Ra’i newspaper, 
'■ the issue could not have come 
to the forefront had it not had 
support in other sectors of the 
.executive branch of govern- 
ment- “At a time like this it is 
ridiculous that we are debating 
such issues and I believe that it 
is only by consent of higher 
" exe c ut iv e officials, to be exact 
the prime minister, that the 
minister of education was aHe 
to pot such an issue onto 
■ agenda in tile first place, he 

;**' Another leadfog member of 
• the “Democratic Bloc, Mr- 
■Fans Nabula, says he wodd 

‘ vehemently ®PR?** 1 
: attempt by the Mimstry of 
Education to infringe v? the 
rights of individual 5 10 c *P osc 
between a segregated 
educational system of school 
, too. “We wifi fight any attempt 
by any government mmistry to 
curtail individual nghts. 
will fight it all the way. 
NabuE who represents Am- 


wirh the Kingdom’s “religious 
and moral ethics." 

Lobbyists against the minis- 
ter’s directives and policies rile 
as another problem the minis- 
ter's altitude towards women 
employees and female stu- 
dents. 

According to ministry 
sources, in his first meeting 
with his staff, the minister said 
he did not care “to have 
women working in sensitive 
and important places at the 
ministry." The sources also 
maintain that he ordered the 
“cleansing of the ministry 
offices by segregating women 
from men." 

In another related incident. 
the minister refused to shake 
hands with girl students as is 
customary for senior officials 
patronising graduation and 
prize-awarding ceremonies. In 
one such ceremony lasr month, 
the minister refused 10 shake 
hands with women winners of 
Crown Prince Awards, promp- 
ting male colleagues not to 
shake hands with him. 

But two of the more impor- 
tant and controversial issues 
have been comments attri- 
buted to the minister allegedly 
criticising the Kingdom's 10- 
year “Plan of Action for Edu- 
cational Reform (1989-1998)” 
and plans to ban or limit 
coeducation in schools around 
the country. 

As of the beginning of 1990. 
the first phase of the ten-year 
plan of action, which is aimed 
at bringing about fundamental 
improvements covering the 
whole system of education in 
the Kingdom, was initiated at a 
total cost of $250 million. The 
government plan which deals 
with the “hardware and the 
software components of educa- 
tion in Jordan.” is funded by a 
combination of local and out- 
side grants and loans and the 
total cost is expected to reach 
$950 million in which the fore- 


ign exchange component rep- 
resents 5400 million. 

Ministry sources have con- 
tended that the minister was 
against tbe project quoting him 
as saying that he “did not 
believe in it.” 

Other well-informed 
sources, however, quoted the 
minister as dismissing the 
allegation, saying he had never 
made such a* remark. 

In fact, two Arabic dailies 
quoted the minister on Tues- 
day as praising the education 
reform plan and saying that the 
ministry's cadres should be em- 
ployed to apply its different 
parts. 

The two dailies said (he 
mrmsier made his remarks on 
the plan at a meeting with the 
new heads of education depart- 
meats that he had just 
appointed. He was quoted as 
saying that the cadres at the 
ministry should contribute to 
the application of the educa- 
tion development project, 
under the patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein, and fol- 
low up on die articles of the 
plan. 

“This educational project is 
a scientific revolution in the 
field of education” Dr. 
Ajcaileh said, calling on the 
different department heads to 
continue work on progress of 
schools and “ensure that there 
is enough leeway for the spirit 
of innovation and freedom as 
well as to encourage criticism.” 

Special attention, the minis- 
ter said, should be paid to 
“enlarging the foundation of 
debate before taking any deci- 
sion, allocating responsibilities 
and enhancing (he concept of 
preventive control." 

Observers yesterday viewed 
the statement as significant, 
but they were divided on 
whether it was not intended to 
placate growing concern about 
the controversial moves and 
attitudes that have so far been 


_ adopted by his ministry. 

This concern was initially 
evident in some strong reactions 
from writers and columnists in 
the press; but, as days went by. 
the concern grew among Par- 
liament members, individual 
citizens and other political par- 
ties who had been slow in 
expressing any opinion on the 
issue at all. 

Over the past two weeks, 
growing lobbying and pressure 
from parents and concerned 
citizens has prompted deputies 
from independent and liberal 
leanings to move towards 
adopting a position on the con- 
troversy. “Parliamentaries.” as 
one educationalist put it. 
“have failed to take a position 
or action on such important 
matters as this." 

“Bui the picture is changing 
somewhat and we hope that 
our deputies at least will take 
an active role in the debate 
that is going to be crucial in the 
days ahead.” he added, (please 
see adjacent story). The educa- 
tionalist, who did not want to 
be identified by name, said 
that while the campaign 
against Dr. Akaileh's direc- 
tives “is positive in the sense 
that it made citizens more 
aware of their rights and could 
create a citizens watchdog 
group on education. It would 
not be easy for tbe minister to 
change things fundamentally.” 
The minister “would have to 
move mountains to reach his 
objectives.” he said. 

An example cited by this 
educationalist and shared by 
others to prove this point goes 
like this: “If tbe minister de- 
rides to limit coeducation he 
would be faced with the awe- 
some task of building separate 
schools to incorporate students 
of the two sexes as well as 
introduce a gradual reduction 
in other schools where students 
are already settled or nearing 
the last years of their educa- 


tion.” 

“The problem.” according 
to the educationalist, “is that 
the minister has the full right 
by law to take a unilateral deri- 
sion” on many aspects that 
affect schools in the country. 
“Banning coeducatioa for ex- 
ample is among the jurisdic- 
tions of the minister and not 
the council of education." The 
council is made up of 18 mem- 
bers — both government and 
individual representatives — 
and chaired by the minister 
himself. It is more of an advis- 
ory body to the minister. 

Education policy-makers 
also point out that even if the 
minister did decide on desegre- 
gating mixed schools it would 
have to be a gradual process, 
especially that many of the 529 
coeducation schools in the 
Kingdom are in rural areas and 
villages and had to be coeduca- 
tional for economic reasons 
rather than social preference. 

Rashid Abdul Hamid, a 
ministry of education official in 
charge of private schools, said 
that the (aw specifically allows 
for coeducation in schools up 
to the fourth grade, but 
beyond that mixing needs (and 
has been approved by) special 
licences from the current 
minister. 

“Article 16 of the education 
law allows for coeducation in 
kindergarten and the first four 
classes of school. Exceptions 
can be made only through spe- 
cial written permission from 
the minister.” Mr. Abdul 
Hamid said. 

Informed sources have told 
the Jordan Times that a study 
the minister had commissioned 
on the subject of coeducation 
remains without action being 
taken on it. “It appears as if 
any plan of action on the study 
has been shelved for now.” 
one source said. 

According to this sources, 
the minister, who by law can 


ban coeducation in Jordanian 
schools after grade four, was 
advised not to take a unilateral 
derision on this subject for 
now. “He was told that this 
subject was very sensitive in 
the country and he would be 
better off dropping it for the 
time being.” “What (tbe minis- 
ter) will tty to do this summer, 
if he wants to go ahead with 
segregation, is to limit the ex- 
pansion of coeducation first,” 
said the source. “He cannot do 
it in one full swoop.” The 
sources maintained that while 
the minister is trying to apply 
his ideology through directives 
to schools, “he cannot do 
much. He can only charge the 
atmosphere." 

The issue of coeducation is 
not only a point of contention 
between the minister and secu- 
lar groups. Apparently it is 
also a controversial topic inside 
the Islamic movement itself. 

In a letter he sent ro and 
published in A1 Ra'i Arabic 
daily recently. Dr. Akaileh 
said that “soul of the 
Jordanian society was with seg- 
regation” but he added that 
that was his persona) opinion 
and that his directives to 
schools “were not reflective of 
my opinion.” 

Spokesman of the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement, Ziad 
Abu Ghanimeh. however, 
told tbe Jordan Times in a 
recent interview that “Islam 
does not ban mixing between 
the sexes and one only has to 
look at the Haj (annua) pil- 
grimage to Mecca) to realise 
this.” Mr. Abu Gtianimeh de- 
fended the minister’s directive 
to ban fathere from attending 
their daughters sports activities 
saying the decision was limited 
only to one particular activity, 
but adding that Dr. Akaileh 
bad not made any derisions to 
ban coeducation. 

While several Muslim 
Brotherhood deputies have in- 
dividually asked why there was 


Parliamentarians divided along party lines on education 


man, says. 

Balqa deputy Marwan A1 
Hmoud, who along with sever- 
al other deputies, represents a 
loosely " linked nationalist 
group in the Lower House, 
says: “All those who wish to 
attend co-educational schools 
in die Kingdom should have 
tbe freedom to do so.” 

“As for those that want to go 
to segregated schools they 
should have that choice as well 
— that’s what democracy is all 
about,” says Mr. Hmoud, who 
served several times as minis- 
ter of agriculture and of muni- 
cipal affairs and the environ- 
ment in the seventies and 
eighties. 

Another “nationalist" depu- 
ty from Balqa, Dr. Fawzi 
Ttiaimeh, agrees. “It is impor- 
tant to protect the independent 
character of our institutions, 
educational and otherwise," he 
says. “This has to be done in 
accordance with tbe National 
Charter, which does not allow 
out national institutions to be 
politicised,” he adds. 

“Institutions (like educa- 
tion) should not be politicised 
lest they serve some citizens 
but not others. ” 

Another “nationalist” depu- 
ty, Dr. Husni Shiab (Iibid), 


further cements the stand of 
the secular deputies in parlia- 
ment on the issue of freedom 
of choice represented by sex 
segregation in schools. “You 
cannot force segregation on 
people just as you cannot force 
co-education on the popula- 
tion; it should be a matter of 
individual choice," says Dr. 
Shiab. 

For their part, Islamist de- 
puties maintain that the major- 
ity of all Jordanians are Mus- 
lims, and as such believe in 
segregation and that all those 
who feel otherwise must bow 
to the will of the majority. 

“That is democracy. — the 
rule of the majority and the 
law of Islam,” says Muslim 
Brotherhood deputy Abdul 
Aziz Jaber (Zarka). 

Like Mr. Jaber, ail Muslim 
Brotherhood deputies who 
spoke to tbe Jordan Times 
maintain that Islamic scrip- 
tures clearly forbid the meeting 
of sexes in an educational en- 
vironment. 

The Islamist deputies, inde- 
pendent Islamists included, 
point out that co-education 
was an importation from west- 
ern cultures, with all their 
“negative connotations." High 
divorce rates, rape and murder 


as well as other aspects of a 
corrupt society are directly re- 
lated to co-education in west- 
ern schools, those deputies, be- 
lieve. 

“We have seen the break-up 
of family life and the health of 
populations threatened by the 
outbreak of sexually-related 
diseases and very provocative 
mixing of sexes from a very 
early age," says deputy 
Humam Saeed (Amman). 

“Prostitution, child prostitu- 
tion, rape and venereal dis- 
eases hardly exist in our 
societies. Why should we en- 
courage such evils by following 
the very ways of the West?" 
asks Dr. Saeed. 

According to another Mus- 
lim Brotherhood deputy. Dr. 
Ali Hawamdeh, “the morality 
of Jordanians has fallen, and 
this can be attributed to mixing 
between tbe sexes." 

“It is a well known fact,” 
Dr. Hawamdeh maintains, 
“that putting men and women 
in the same room is like mixing 
‘benzine and fire’.” The Am- 
man deputy rites the employ- 
ment of female secretaries as 
the main reason for most di- 
vorces taking place in the 
country. 

Independent Islamist and 
member of the Dar AJ Quran 


group. Sheikh Yacoub Qar- 
rash. says that “while 95 per 
cent of all, Jordanians oppose 
co-education and 5 per cent 
tolerate itj noone is actually 
callung" for co-edncation. 
“Therefore, there should be no 
opposition [to moves forbidding 
co-education by the Jordanian 
people,” he says. 

Former minister of Awqaf 
and Islamic Affairs, Islamist 
deputy Sheikh Ali Fakeer 
(Amman) says: “Regardless of 
what the majority thinks on 
this issue, co-education 
violates Islamic law and should 
thus be illegalised." 

Muslim Brotherhood deputy 
Daoud Kojak (Amman) 
argues that “tf the majority of 
people were against co- 
education and co-education 
was allowed for a minority, 
then dictatorship of a minority 
over the majority would take 
place.” 

In the Jordan Times survey, 
some members of the Upper 
House (Senate) also com- 
mented on the controversy. 
Most of the 40-members of the 
House who are directly 
appointed by the King, are 
liberal establishment figures. 

Senator Juma Hamad, who 
is independent but has close 
links to tbe Islamists, says that 


be sees no reason to criticise 
Ministry of Education moves 
until they are proven to be 
either successful or otherwise. 
“I think we should see how the 
new policies work and then 
judge them,” he says, adding 
that he does not view the latest 
moves as an indicator of in- 
creased politicisation of the 
education system. “I see no 
sign of politicisation of the 
education system," Senator 
Hamad maintains. 

Senator Omar Nabulsi re- 
jects the education minister’s 
recent measures as “unconsti- 
tutional” and a dear con- 
travention of the personal free- 
doms of Jordanians. 

"Tbe minister, constitu- 
tionally, is an executor of poli- 
cies,” Mr. Nabulsi, who is a 
prominent lawyer, points out. 
“These policies have to be 
approved through consensus 
and approval of the cabinet 
and the legislative authority.” 

"The major question is 
whether or not the cabinet 
approves of the measures in 
question and whether he (tbe 
minister) has the right under 
the constitution to formulate 
such policies.” Mr. Nabulsi 
says. 

“I want ro ask the cabinet 


such a high-charged reaction to 
the minister's directives, most 
parents contacted by the Jor- 
dan Times said they felt 
offended by the minister’s 
memo on fathers attending 
their daughters sports activities 
because of the thinking that 
guides such a derision rather 
than the measure itself. 

Many parents especially re- 
sented the notion that fathers 
who feel pride in their daugh- 
ters’ performance at school 
would care to “eye littie girls 
legs.” 

“What kind of human beings 
does he think we are?” one 
father asked. "Does he think 
that looking at legs can poss- 
ibly be on our minds?" 

In his letter to A1 Ra’i. the 
minister said his action was 
taken to save girls embarrass- 
ment from being watched by 
men while practising sports. 

A mother, who also did not 
wish to be identified, con- 
tended that the minister's deci- 
sion is aimed at “eradicating 
the human link between a 
lather and his daughter or the 
enjoyment of having both pa- 
rents participate with their 
children in their develop- 
ment." 

“Or is the minister telling us 
that all men in our society are 
sexually pervert or perturbed 
so as to be interested in little 
girls?” she asked. 

Many parents said that de- 
dicating so much effort into 
highlighting the difference be- 
tween girls and boys “builds a 
sexual problem among chil- 
dren who are supposed to be 
innocent at that age.” 

Others who also agreed with 
this complaint added that the 
problem started when the 
prime minister allowed the 
Muslim Brotherhood Move- 
ment the seat of minister of 
education. 

“Education is education. It 
cannot be used to further the 


and the prime minister 
whether they have approved 
the policies. If they have not. 
then this is a dereliction of 
their duties,” Mr. Nabulsi. 
who is a former minister, adds. 

“If they declare that they do 
approve of these policies then 
we will object in the strongest 
terms because it is an imposi- 
tion of a certain ideology on 
society which will create a 
negative and reactionary re- . 
spouse.” Senator Nabulsi de- 
clares. 

Insisting that the education 
potty should be executed in 
isolation of political aims of 
one party or another, he says 
that the education policy 
should be “enlightened, liberal 
and secular." 

Other deputies and senators 
were either not available for 
comment or they simply pre- 
ferred not to go on the record 
for now. Mafraq deputy 
Mohammad Abu ‘Alaim who 
belongs to a “Liberal Bloc” 
which is a breakaway faction of 
the “National Bloc,” told the 
Jordan Times that he did nor 
want to give his opinion on the 
issue to the press. “I will be 
more than happy to express my 
opinion on this and other sub- 
jects but only on the parlia- 
ment floor,” he says. 


political aims of one political 
party or another," a father of 
four told the Jordan Times. 

Most of those interviewed 
cited as the main problem that 
one single man would be given 
jurisdiction over the future of 
generations of youngsters and 
would be allowed to use that 
jurisdiction to further his par- 
ty’s aims. 

“If we do not allow for the 
politicisation of the army 
which harbours over 60,000 
adults, we certainly cannot 
allow for the politicisation of 
education which encompasses 
hundreds of thousands of chil- 
dren.” a father, who is also a a 
former minister, said. 

According to 1988-89 statis- 
tics on schools, there are 805 
secondary schools and 2465 
basic education schools in the 
Kingdom. Over 930.000 stu- 
dents attend these schools ev- 
ery year. 

One father said: “People are 
asking us why we are putting so 
much time into the minister’s 
actions, and 1 ask them why 
the Muslim Brotherhood 
Movement asked for this 
ministry in the first place, isn’t 
it because they wanted to do 
something to further their own 
policies?” 

Oassem A1 Taweel. an edu- 
cationalist for over 20 years, 
said that his experience in 
schools makes him believe (hat 
“coeducation is better.” 

"Students go to classes 
together during elementary 
school and in university why 
would they be segregated dur- 
ing these particular two 
years?” he said. 

“There are never problems 
in coeducational schools if 
teachers and parents know 
how to deal with the children," 
he said. 

“I taught in schools in the 
Gulf where they had girls on 
their own and boys on their 
own, and they definitely had 
problems,” he pointed out. 


Syria, Lebanon 

(Continued from page 1) 
brotherhood, cooperation and 
coordination was “imposed by 
one side on the other like any 
accord between two unequal 
states.” 

He also charged that the pact 
violates the national covenant, an 
unwritten Muslim-Christian 
accord reached in 1943 when 
France agreed to grant Lebanon 
independence. 

Under the covenant the Mus- 
lims. then a minority, dropped 
their demand for merger with 
Syria and France ended some of 
die privileges the Christians en- 
joyed. Muslims, 'however, now 
make up 55 per cent of tbe 4 
million population. 

Sources dose to Sfeir said the 
patriarch planned to meet with 
the U.S. and French ambassa- 
dors, Ryan Crocker and Rene 
Ala to explain Christian fears. 

The treaty calls for tight coor- 
dination and cooperation be- 
tween Syria and Lebanon in the 
fields of security, foreign policy, 
economy, trade and culture. 

Syria is the main power broker 
in Lebanon with 40,000 troops 
deployed in the country under a 
1976 Arab League peacekeeping 
mandate. 

Christians fear that the Syrians 
wil) stay in Lebanon in the abs- 
ence of any reference in the 
treaty to tbe withdrawal of the 
troops. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

PACKING, AR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AHO , RESERVATIONS. 

AMIN KAWAR A SON 5 

f^TEL. 604676 604696 ^ 
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f 4 Rent & Sale 

* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

* Also many lots of land are 

available for sale. 

For further details, please 

call 

Abdon n Real 


fM. *10605, 810609, 
fine 810520. 





The first & best 
- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

IstCirde, Jabal Amman, near 
Ahfyyah Girls School 

fttowray S in S sWii 



pEK.1 NC 1 i'ScfiTAURAN'T 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3Q-Midnight 

TeLS 39 M 


elegant ' 5 |ggP' 
colorful atmosphere 

moderate pr«c* 


Amman's 

// exclusive gift shopv. 

ft Italian shoes, V 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani - Grindlays Bank Bldg. 

Tel. 669 457 


/ CHEN'S s 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Esiate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 018214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 • Midnight > 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% larger 

* From eolargo- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: S23891 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALL SOHA 
AT 

♦ |QDp|QQ 

Saudi Real Estate 
687821/22 


Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


Steak House 

FOR THE BEST AMERICAN 
STEAKS IN TOWN 


OBJJXE & SUPS* DELUXE | 

APARTMENTS. VILLAS 
& SEMJ VILLAS 
GET THE BEST AT 

JAMAL REAL ESTATE 


835859 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Tel: 604090, Fax: 8W8S2 
Tlx: 2229$ BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 926487 
h AMMAN JORDAN a 


The Regency Palace Ho# * 7 ??. 


T-BONE 


& MANY 


SERLOIN 


FILLET 


MANY KINDS OF STEAKS 

Mecca Street— Jaber Center 
Tel: 829064 -829065 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


t^Ut^N GE 

iAlSS’LStNO 

ETWERTAINMENT 
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* 
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SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Southampton sacks manager 

LONDON (R) — English soccer club Southampton sacked 
manager Chris Nicholl Wednesday, saying he had not produced 
consistent results. Nicholl, a former Southampton centre-half who 
became manager of the first division team in 1985, was informed 
at a meeting with the board of directors. “It is a sad day for the 
club that a man of his high ideals has not produced the consistent 
results his hard work diserves,” the club said in a statement. 
Southampton finished 14th in the 20-team first division this year 
and seventh in 1989-90, achieving only moderate success in the 
F.A. and League Cups. Nicholl’s contract as the club’s third 
manager since World War U had another year to run, but 
compensation was agreed. His is the seventh first division 
managerial change this season. 

Noah out of French Open 

PARIS (AP) — Yannick Noah, the last Frenchman to win the 
French Open, said he won’t play in this year’s tournament. ‘Tm 
not playing because I'm not ready to play five sets at Roland 
Garros,” the 31 -year-old Noah told the RTL Radio network. 
Noah, Fiance's most popular tennis player, has played in the 
French Open since 1977 and won the Grand Siam tournament in 
1983. Ranked as high as no. 3 in the world in 1986, he was let 
tennis fade from his life over the past year. Although making the 
semifinals of the Australian Open in January 1990, his ranking 
dropped to no. 153 earlier this month and is now 116. He recently 
recorded an album and is devoting much attention to other fields 
of interest. He is currently captain of the French Davis Cup team, 
which has advanced to the semifinals against Yugoslavia in the 
world group. Noah led France to its last Davis Cup final in 1982, 
when it lost to the United States. 

Carl Lewis ‘was sober’ before crash 

HOUSTON (AP) — The manager of the nightclub where Carl 
Lewis and other athletes were drinking in January testified 
Tuesday he believed the Olympic track star was sober an hour 
before he ran his car into a curb. Kenneth Alan Bounds, manager 
of the Avalon Nightclub, testified in the second day of Lewis’ 
drunken driving trial. Bounds said Lewis arrived at the Trendy 
dance and music club shortly before midnight on Jan. 10 with 
Houston Oilers quarterback Warren Moon, Detroit Lions quar- 
terback Andre Ware, Houston Rockets Otis Thorpe and Hakeem 
Olajuwon and "a bunch of quarterbacks from around the 
league." Lewis ordered two vodkas mixed with cranberry juice 
while a woman in the party ordered two beers. Bounds said, 
reading from the tab Lewis had started with a bartender. “In my 
opinion, he was fine;” Bounds said. “He had complete control of 
his facilities.” Bounds acknowledged it was possible Lewis had 
paid cash for other drinks, but said he had no records to show 
Lewis had ordered more. 

Fromberg, Clavet upset in Bologna 

BOLOGNA, Italy (AP) — Unseeded Jan Gunnarsson of Sweden 
defeated fourth-seeded Richard Fromberg of Australia Tuesday 

6- 3, 6-1 in first round play at the $225,000 Bologna Tennis 
Tournament. Another unseeded player, Eduardo Masso of 
Argentina, defeated fifth-seeded Francisco Clavet of Spain, 6-2, 

7- 5. Top-seeded Derrick Rostagno was eliminated by fellow 
American Jeff Tarango Monday, in the first day of play. South 
African Wayne Ferreira also raised some surprise when beating 
Australian veteran and former Wimbledon Champion Pat Cash 
7*6 (7-4), 6-3 in Tuesday's play. Ferreira takes on Masso in the 
second round while Gunnarsson will play Italy's Francesco 
Canceflotti. 

Arias defeats Vilas in world tournament 

EDE, Netherlands (AP) — Jimmy Arias of the United States 
routed Agrentine Guillermo Vilas 6-0, 6-1 Tuesday in the first 
round of the $250,000 Dutch World Tennis Tournament. Veli 
Paioheimo of Finland defeated third-seeded Richey Reneberg of 
the United States 6-3, 6-3. Sweden’s Lars Jonsson. ranked no. 101 
on the ATP world list, beat fourth-seeded David Wheaton of the 
United States, 6-3. 3-6, 7-5. Eighth-seeded Jan Siemerink of 
Holland defeated Finland’s Aki Rahunen 6-3, 6-3. and Australian 
Mark Woodbridge defeated sixth-seeded German Alexander 
Mronz 6-3, 6-4. Richard Krajicek rallied to defeat fellow 
Dutchman Tom Kempers 3-6, 6-3, 64. 

Olympic tickets soon on sale in U.S. 

ATLANTA ( AP) — Tickets for the Barcelona Olympics will go 
on sale in the Unhed States on June 15. with prices ranging from 
S7.50 to $500. Olson Travelworld, official sales agent for the 
games, anticipates U.S. ticket demand for next year's Olympics 
will exceed those for the 1988 Olympics. More than 125.000 
tickets will go on sale to the general public in the United States, a 
25 per cent increase from the Seoul games. Tickets for most 
individual sporting events range between $15 and $35. 

Maifredi set to return to Bologna 

BOLOGNA, Italy (R) — Juventus coach Gigj Maifredi is set to 
return to relegated Bologna at the end of the season, club 
President Luigi Corioni said Tuesday. “I hope to announce the 
return of Maifredi by next week,” he said. “There are one or two 
things left to clear up.” Maifredi joined Juventus last season after 
three seasons at Bologna in which he took the club to the Italian 
first division. Juventus announced Sunday that Internazionale 
coach Giovanni Trapattoni would be returning as manager next 
season, a job he held at the Turin club for 10 years until 1986. 


S. Africans expected at 
94 9 Commonwealth Games 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

‘.MQ Tntiune Sennet inc 


TO SCHEME THE IMPOSSIBLE SCHEME 


Neither vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

4 J 8 3 
A J 6 
K 7 4 

* K 10 6 3 

WEST EAST 

* K 10 7 6 2 * A 4 

9 4 2 10 8 S 3 

Q 9 3 10 8 6 2 

* J 5 * Q 9 8 

SOUTH 

* Q 9 5 
K 0 7 
A J S 

+ A 7 4 2 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

I NT Puss 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pav, 

Opening lead: Six of * 

Despite the emotional involve- 
ment. many married couples have 
made their mark on the bridge 
scene. Which has been the best? We 
three batchelors arc not going to 
touch that one with a ten- foot pole, 
but high on anyone's list would be 
Londoners Tony and Jane Priday. 
both of whom have represented 
Great Britain with distinction at the 
highest levels of international com- 
petition. Here's an example of their 
defense, which would be hard to 
beat by any pair. 

The auction was impeccable. 
South's one no trump on a balanced 
16 points is the textbook bid. and 


when North raised to three no 
trump it seemed the only question 
was one of overt ricks. However, ex- 
perience shows that when there is no 
long suit as a source of tricks, nine 
i neks are not easy to come by even 
when the combined assets are more 
than the recommended 26 points. 

Tony led his fourth-highest 
spade. Jane won the ace and re- 
turned the suit to the king. A third 
spade cleared the suit, and now de- 
clarer. who had eight tricks avail- 
able. had to set up the game-going 
trick without allowing West to gain 
the lead. 

Declarer tried a low club, intend- 
ing to cover any card West played 
and allow East to win the trick. But 
Priday foiled that by inserting the 
jack, forcing declarer to win with 
dummy's king. The club ten was 
returned, and Jane came up with an 
even more brilliant coup — she un- 
derplayed the nine! 

It was hard for South to conceive 
that someone with Q 9 would not 
cover the ten to ensure a trick in the 
suit for the defense. Therefore, de- 
clarer placed West with the queen 
and rose with the acc. When the 
queen did not drop, declarer pre- 
sumed that continuing with a club 
was tantamount to committing sui- 
cide. It looked like a diamond fi- 
nesse was the best chance for the 
ninth trick, so declarer crossed to 
the king of diamonds and finessed 
the jack— down one! 


VANCOUVER (R) — South 
African athletes are expected to 
join those from 55 other nations 
competing at the 1994 Common- 
wealth Games in Victoria, British 
Columbia, the Games' chief orga- 
niser said. 

“I think it’s a fair prospect. It’s 
something we have to keep in our 
heads when we do our planning.” 
said Ron Longstaffe, president of 
the Victoria Commonwealth 
Games Society. 

South Africa last competed in 
the 1958 games and has been 
excluded from participation since 
1961 when it was asked to leave 
the Commonwealth because of its 
apartheid policies. 

Longstaffe said in an interview 
from Victoria he expected the 
woifd’s sporting community to 
allow South Africa bade into in- 
ternational competition within 
the next two years. 

But South Africa faces an addi- 
tional hurdle if its athletes are to 
compete in Victoria. 

“Even if South Africa com- 
petes in* the (1992) Olympics, 
they’d still have to rejoin the 
Commonwealth for them to be 
admitted to the Commonwealth 
Games,” Longstaffe said. 

Longstaffe said planning for 
the Victroia games, which has a 
budget of $138 million was prog- 
ressing on schedule. 

He said organisers did not fee) 
the Aug. 18 to 28 games would be . 
hurt by beginning just 10 days 
after the European Athletics 


Championships in Helsinki. 

Fears have been voiced that 
top athletes might choose the 
lucrative European athletics cir- 
cuit over a chance to win Com- 
monwealth medals. 

“I think it may affect just a 
handful of British and possibly 
Kenyan athletes.” Longstaffe 
said. 

“It will have a very small im- 
pact A Commonwealth Games 
medal is still very much a medal 
to be prized.” 

Meanwhile the Australian 
Medical Association (AMA) 
launched a campaign Wednesday 
to persuade medical bodies 
around the world to lobby for a 
ban of boxing from the Common- 
wealth Games. 

Showing pictures of boxers it 
said had suffered brain damage 
from boxing, the AMA said the 
sport must be banned at the 
games and eventually from all 
sporting contests. 

Mike Jones, national vice- 
president of the AMA. told re- 
porters his association had sought 
support from the medical associa- 
tions of the 50 member countries 
of the Commonwealth, which 
groups Britain with its former 
colonies. 

He said written support for a 
ban had been received from 
medical associations in Bang- 
ladesh, Britain, Canada, Fiji, 
Malaysia. New Zealand. Singa- 
pore, South Africa and Sri 
Lanka. 


Soccer-mad Argentina 
looks to the next Diego 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — Soccer- 
mad Argentina, shocked by the 
downfall of Maradona, is pinning 
much hope in another talented 
midfielder named Diego. 

These days, when fans in the 
packed stands roar ole for Diego, 
they are cheering the nimble- 
footed Diego Latorre. 

Latorre, 21, is slightly taller 
and much slimmer than his name- 
sake. 

His ball control, shooting and 
passing looks just as good but he 
is not as much of a scrapper when 
it comes to tackling. 

Although both were obvious 
choices for Argentina's team, 
neither could join the national 
ride on a three-match tour to the 
United States and England. 

Maradona has been banned 
amid a drug scandal. Latorre was 
needed by his Boca Juniors club 
for the semifinals of the South 
American Libertadores Cup. 

With only two full caps, Lator- 
re was sorry to miss the tour. 
“What bothered me most is that I 
missed playing at Wembley. You 
don't get to play there very 
often,” he said. 

After beating the U.S. 1-0 in 
California at the weekend, the 
Argentines play the Soviet Union 
Thursday and England Saturday 
in a triangular tournament 

After four years as a profes- 
sional, Latorre is the toast of 
Boca, Argentina's most popular 
dub. 

Italian agents, impressed by his 
ball control, signed him to play 
for Fiorentina next season. 


Latorre met Maradona after 
the Napoli skipper return from 
Italy in April. They talked about 
Italian soccer and Maradona 
forecast the younger Diego would 
have no problems making the 
grade. 

Latorre said he was aware of 
the temptations lying ahead. “I 
am going to Italy to play soccer 
and I am going to stay clear from 
anything that is not akin to soc- 
cer,” he said. 

The two Diegos come from 
different backgrounds. Marado- 
na’s mastery landed him his first 
professional contract at 15 and 
helped him move his whole fami- 
ly from the suburban .slum where 
he was born. 

Latorre hails from a middle- 
class neighbourhood a few blocks 
away from the grounds of the 
Argentines Juniors Club, Mara- 
dona's first professional team. 

While Maradona was with Bar- 
celona, Latorre had not yet de- 
rided which of his favourite 
sports he would pursue — soccer 
or tennis. 

Soccer came out top after a 
Boca talent scout saw him playing 
at his parents’ weekend home 
when he was 14. 

Unlike the rakish Maradona, 
who never finished high school, 
the self-effacing Latorre was a 
top-grades economics student un- 
til he turned professional in 1987. 

Latorre has one ambition be- 
fore joining Fiorentina. He wants 
to win an Argentine League 
championship playing for Boca — 
just like Maradona 10 years ago. 



England beats Soviet Union 3-1 


Steve Backley 

British 
javelin 
star aims 
for world 
record 

LONDON (R) — British javelin 
thrower Steve Backley has 
warned rival Seppo Raty that the 
Finn will no longer be the world 
record holder after the World 
Athletics Championships are held 
in Tokyo this August. 

Raty also can say goodbye to his 
world title, the Briton promised. 

The Finn, who won the 
world championship in Rome in 
1987, snatched the record from 
22-year-old Briton 16 days ago 
when he threw the javelin 91.98 
metres (301 feet, 9 inches) in 
Shizuoka, Japan. Backley mark, 
set in July last year, was exactly a 
metre (3 feet, 3 V* inches) shorter. 

“I shall be surprised if he’s the 
world record holder going into 
Tokyo,” Backley said. “Either 
way I will be going to Tokyo to 
win.” 

On the day he was named 
British team captain for the 
World University Gaines in Shef- 
field. England, in July, Backley 
noted that he beat Raty each of 
the four times they met last sea- 
son. 

“Raty has had some injury 
worries and seems to have geared 
himself towards this season," 
Backley said. “He has proved be 
can throw a long way and has 
proved he can perform well in 
major competitions by winning 
the World Championship four 
years ago. 

“I understand he’s not likely to 
come out of Finland until the 
World Championships in Tokyo. 
That’s the only one that counts so 
far as he and l are concerned," 
said Backley, who also plans to 
compete at IAAF Grand Prix 
meets in Stockholm, Oslo, Lon- 
don and Zurich before he leaves 
for Japan. 

“It is very realistic to think I 
can get the world record back, 
but may main goal is to win the 
World Championship.” 

The Briton switched to a diffe- 
rent design of javelin when he 
took the world mark from 
Czechoslovakia's Jan Zelezny in 
London. But he said he hopes to 
see the day when all competitors 
used the same design. 

“Styles of javelin changed two 
years ago and also last year,” he 
said. “If there are more changes 
who knows what might happen in 
the next four or five years. 

“I prefer to see a standard type 
of javelin for all competitors.” 


LONDON (R) — Two goals 
from David Platt, one a dubious 
penalty, helped a makeshift Eng- 
land beat the Soviet Union 3-1 in 
a soccer friendly at Wembley. 

Platt scored from tbe spot two 
minutes before halftime and 
grabbed a second two minutes 

Spain, 
Yugoslavia 
win in 

World Team 
Tennis Cup 

DUESSELDORF, Germany 
(AP) — Spain and Yugoslavia 
won their first events in hard- 
fought play at the $1. 3-million 
Peugeot World Team Cnp Tennis 
Tournament. 

In the Blue Group, American 
Aaron Krickstein needed three 
sets to defeat Yugoslav Goran 
Prpic, 7-6 (7-2), 3-6, 64, to put 
the U.S. team a point ahead. 

But Yugoslavia's team came 
back with Goran Ivanisevic faring 
Brad Gilbert of the United 
Stales, in a tense fnst set. The 
Yugoslav won a tiebreak 7-6 (8-6) 
and later won tbe second set 6-3, 
to even the team score. 

Tbe doubles proved to be a 
siugfest with tbe Yugoslavs com- 
ing out on top. Ivanisevic and 
coutryman Slobodan Zhrojinovic 
battled to 6-3, 5-7, 7-6 (7-3), to 
beat Americans Jim Pugh and 
Rick Leach, giving the Yugoslavs 
a 2-1 point lead in the standings. 

In the Red Group, Emilio San- 
chez of Spain also had to work to 
defeat Andrei Cherkasov of tbe 
Soviet Union, 6-3, 3-6, 7-6 (7-5). 

Soviet player Alexander Vol- 
kov came back to defeat Spain’s 
Juan Aguilera 64, 7-6 (1240) in 
another thriller to even the score 
in that group. 

But the Spanish doubles team 
used Sergio Casal as Sanchez’s 
partner in tbe doubles, and swept 
to an easy 6-3, 6?2 win and 2 -1 
team points. 

Tbe wins leave Yugoslavia and 
Spain tied in point standings with 
Sweden and Switzerland, which 
Monday posted 2-1 wins over 
Argentina and Germany, the first 
day of the tournament. 

The tournament is considering 
a last major warmup . 

In further Red Group action, 
Sweden’s Magnus Gustafison and 
Stefan Edberg take on Spain's 
Aguilera and Sanchez respective- 
ly in the singles. 

Other matches pit Argentina's 
Horario de la Pena against Cher- 
kasov and Argentina’s Franco 
Davin against Volkov. 

Teams from the United States. 
Yugoslavia. Switzerland and Ger- 
many have Wednesday off. 

The World Team Cup tourna- 
ment final will be played next 
Sunday with tbe winner of the 
Blue Group talcing on the Red 
Group. 

Winners are determined by 
points won, with teams getting 
one point for each victory. In case 
of a tie, the best won-lost record 
for matches and-or sets played 
determines the winner. 


before time. 

TTie Aston Villa midfielder, 
apparently untouched, went 
sprawling in the box to win the 
penalty, a ruling that deprived 
tire Soviet players of what little 
fire they had. 

But England, without four reg- 
ulars who were not pidked be- 
cause drey played in Saturday’s 
F.A. Cnp final, dominated most 
of the game and were worthy of . 
their win. 

The Soviets took the lead in the 
ninth minute against tbe run of 
{day when Vladimir Tatarchuk’s 
weak shot took a deflection off 
Mark Wright, playing ins first 
match as captain. 

Any fears England had of a 
repeat of their last meeting — a 
3-1 defeat at the 1988 European 
Ouunpionships — were dispelled 
when striker Alan Smith equal- 
ised seven minutes later. 

Use Soviets, with just three of 
their World Cup players, were 
unlucky to concede die penalty 
but did not deserve much more 
than the scoreline suggested in 
their first visit to Wembley for 
seven years. 

The new-look Soviet side, un- 
beaten in their European Cham- 
pionship qualifying group, rarely 
troubled England and finer goal 


was tbe only shot on target in the 
first half. 

But thefr lead was given -away 
when goalkeeper Alexander 
TJ varov, who looked suspect 
under high crosses, punched tbe 
ball out to Geoff Thomas whose 
idiot was turned in by Smith.' 

It was Smith’s first goal for 


Tea minutes into die second 
half En gland were fortunate not 
to concede a penalty themselves 
when defender Paul Parker put-, 
led down. IgOT Kblyvanov on the 
edge of the box. 

A minute earlier Chris Woods, 
back in the side at tbe expense of 
Arsenal’s David Seaman; made a 
brilliant, one-handed diving save 
from a header by substitute Alex- 
ander Mostovoi who had only 
been on die pitch for three mi- 
nor es. 

Tbe Soviets, who had defender 
Dimitri Galiamin booked, began 
to posh forward more, giving 
England extra space. 

England, made a double sub- 
stitution in the 70th minute, and 
both new arrivals, veteran Peter 
Beardsley and debutant David 
Batty, played a part-in setting up 
Platt's second goal, a thundering 
right foot sbqrfrom the edge of 
the box. 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED^ 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



"I sent for a free government 
recipe book. I mink they 
sent me the wrong oner 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


SHECS 


BEREM 


RILLAP 


YAMIDD 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD (SAME 
f — by-He n ri Arnold and Bab Lee 


eocefy StUo# 


■BW 


NATURE'S WAY 
TO IMPROVE 
YOUR LOOKS. 


Now arrange the dretod letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 



Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 

Jumbles: APART EXILE SOCKET POISON 
Answer What Begjbte handwriting often is — 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 — Kid (genius) 

5 Huck Pirn's 
transport 
9 — Stoker 
(author of 
"Dracuia") 

13 Strop 

14 NY island 

16 Balt 

17 Come Johnson 

18 Forest vine 

19 Wat8r plant 

20 Chm. name 

21 Jukebox's 
ancestor 

23 Bangor's state 

25 Motionless 

26 Candle holder 
28 Lively dances 

30 Velvet finish 

31 Pepys' book 

32 Golf score 

35 Territory 

36 Isle near Naples 

37 Present 
36 Agent 

39 Lodging place 

40 Insipid 
«1 Fabric 
42 Exquisite 
«3 Banquet 

45 Regretful 

46 Kind of 
staircase 

49 Large boat 

52 Prod 

53 insults 

54 Privy to 

55 Ticked Off 

56 — firms 

57 Preminger 
53 Tenderfoot 

59 Status baby 

60 Wonderful 

DOWN 

i Forceful blow 
Z Traditional 
dance 

3 Huns — (costs a 
tot) 

4 Letter 

5 Fix brakes 

6 Carroll's get 

7 Crtbosm 

6 Antler pert 



4'IMC Trows M*sa Snvcn tut 

M R*JT7T» BOOTV1K! 


9 Swords 
ID Straightedge 

11 Specialized 
vocabulary 

12 Ornery 

IS Abraham's 
Oscar note 
2t Pleasant 
22 Sole 

24 Motto ot the Met 

26 Places tike ' 

Baden-Baden 

27 Complain 

28 Mature 

29 Nobleman 

31 Go out with 

32 Poker game 

33 "I smelt — " 

34 Count (on) 

36 Dispute 

37 Narrow margin 

39 Haze 

40 Farm tniHatng 44 — beaver 
4t Town on the Rw 45 Buddhist 

Grande discourse 

42 NeaV the back 46 Give up 

43 Like cats 47 Coral strip 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


rarannra rnnon anno 
ngnoo raaora snnn 
mnnnn reranra noon 
ranmnnnoDon Ron 
rcno reran 
□are nrann nraram 
rarannn nnnn nnn 

nrannsrancHnsniinin 
ago ranran ranrana 
„ renras rarann man 
reran mnn nnnn 
nnra Hnananrinpin 
Firenn ranrerarn 
nraraii pQnn ranoran 
ararara nnran nrannn 


48 Source of pot 

50 Church group 

51 He 

54 Electrified 
particle 
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Financial 

Markets 


JoKbifi! 


les 


in co-opo ration with 

Cairo Amman Bank 

U.S. Dollar ha International Markets 


Currency 


( ok \ o 
Close 

ten 22 ‘5/91 

Sterling Pound" 

1.7375 

1.7330 

Deutsche Mark 


1.7140 

Swiss Franc 

1.&482 


French Franc 

5.aii5 


Japanese Yea 

137.30 


European Curreny Unit 

1.1983 



** Larapna Oprubj <a MM a.m. ClWf 

Cnroawruicy Interact Rates 


:22/5-‘1991 


Currency 

l MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 

fgj/Tj;V, 

U.S. Dollar 


“>.97 

■ 


Sterling Pound 

n .si 

11.37 

11.12 


Deutsche Murk 

U. 75 

8. 07 

9.00 

9.0b 

Swiss Franc 

7.87 

8.06 

8.00 

7.37 

French Franc 

fl.OO 

9.00 

9.00 

9.06 

Japanese Yen 

7.87 

7.71 

7.56 

7.40 

European Currency Unit 

1.68 

9.43 

mm 

9.43 


lalcrtM* bU rale for Mown t-imdinf U-S Uoflan I. MM. 000 at cqe*akn(. 

Date: 22/5/1991 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

122a 

EEEH 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Gold 

357.05 

6.65 

Silver 

4.07 

.087 


“ 21 Kara! 

Central Bank of Jordan 


Exchange Bate Bulletin 

Date: 22/5/1991 


Currency 

Bid '■ 

Offer 

U.S. Dollar 

.660 

.682 

Sterling Pound 

1.1781 

1.1840 

Deutsche Mark 

.3961 

.3981 

Swiss Franc 

.4683 

.4706 

French Franc 

TTT57 

17777 

Japanese Yen 4 

.4947 

.4972 

Dutch Guilder 

.3516 

. 3534 

Swedish Krona 

.1105 

.1111 

Italian Lira* 

.05*34 

.0557 

Belgian Franc 

.01928 

.01938 


' to- iw 

Other Currencies 


Date: 22/5/1991 


Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.7350 

1 .7450 

Lebanese Lira* 

.076 

.D76 

Saudi Riyal 

.IBID 

.1818 

Kuwaiti Dinar . . 

- 

- 

Qatari Riyal 

.1829 

..1840 

Egyptian Pound 

.1950 

.2100 

Omani Riyal 

1.7200 

1.7350 

DAE Dirham 

.1829 

.1840 

Greek Drachma 4 

.3550 

.3650 

Cypriot Pound 

1.4250 

1.4400 


0 Ftr 100 

CAB Indices for Anunan Financial Market' 


Index 

20/5/91 Close 

21/5/91 Close 

All-Share 

114.49 

113.95 

Banking Sector 

110.94 

no. 76 

Insurance Sector 

112.56 

112.41 

Industry Sector 

118.45 

117.41 

Services Sector 

127.91 

126.53 


DkcbIkv 31. 1490 = IN 


Demaeii for gold 
exceeds supply 


LONDON (R) — Gold mining 
hit record levels in 1990 hut de- 
mand exceeded supply for the 
third successive year, research 
firm Gold Fields Mineral Services 
(GFMS) has said. 

Its annual review said Western 
gold output rose by three per cent 
to 1,734 tonnes, the lowest 
annual increase since 1981. De- 
mand was four per cent higher at 
2.380 tonnes. 

“However, producer forward 
selling. Middle East disposals and 
sales from the Communist Bloc 
resulted in the average price ris- 
ing only marginally to $384 an 
ounce," it said. 

The 1939 average was $381. 

GFMS, jointly owned by three 
mining groups, said demand for 
gold increased because of 
buoyant conditions in the first 
half year with rising world 
prosperity and lower gold prices. 

Sales from the Communist 
Bloc totalled 380 tonnes in 1990. 
up from 296 tonnes in 1989. 
Soviet sales were estimated to 
have increased marginally (o 285 
tonnes. 

GFMS said the Soviet Union 
was likely to maintain its high 
sales in 1991 because of the eco- 
nomic crisis in the country. 

“However, although the actual 
level of Soviet sales to the West 
may remain high, the quantity 
sold is unlikely to increase drama- 
tically." it said. 

Forward gold sales rose sharply 
to 240 tonnes from 65 tonnes in 
1989, while sales of gold scrap 
jumped to 441 tonnes from 324. 


GFMS said this was the highest 
level of scrap sales since 1986 and 
reflected precautionary selling 
from Middle East nations and the 
selling back of coins in Japan. 

South African production was 
estimated at 60S tonnes last year, 
down fractionally from 607’ ton- 
nes in 1989. 

U.S. mine production jumped 
11 per cent to a record 295 
tonnes, overtaking the Soviet Un- 
ion as the world's second largest 
producer. 

But the 30 tonne increase was 
below the annual 50 tonne, rises of 
the previous two years, support- 
ing the belief that U.S. gold 
output would peak in the near 
future. 

Australian output also rose 
sharply to 241 tonnes, a 19 per 
cent increase from 1969. 

“Australia's production is be- 
lieved to have peaked last year, 
with future output expected to 
fall due to the imposition of tax, 
increasing environmental press- 
ures and the lower real gold price 
of recent years," it said. 

Production is Brazil slumped 
by 22 per cent to 78 tonnes. 

Jewellery fabrication absorbed 
1,986 tonnes of gold, up six per 
cent from 1.874 tonnes in 1989. 
Industrial use of gold grew to 258 
tonnes last year. 

Sales of gold coins fell from 135 
to 117 tonnes. Demand in the Far 
East weakened, although there 
was reasonable interest in Europe 
and North America, the research 
firm added. 
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. Arabia, Kuwait may resume 
reduction from neutral zone soon 


RIYADH (R) — Offshore oil 
production from the neutral zone 
spanning the Saudi Arabian- 
Kuwaiti border where fierce 
fighting raged during the Gulf 
war may resume in weeks, oil 

company officials say. 

Japan's Arabian Oil Co. 
( AOC), which holds a Saudi gov- 
ernment concession to operate 
the offshore fields is waiting to be 
told by Riyadh that the waters off 
Khafj: are free from, mines. 

“We can resume production 
very soon.” AOC senior coordi- 
nator for management liaison 
Yoshoki Yoshida said Tuesday. 

Given the go-ahead AOC 
could probably drive production 
up from initially low levels to a 
maximum 300.000 barrels per day 
(b/d) although pre-crisis produc- 
tion was more like 250,000 b*d. 

Yoshida tcld Reuters bv tele- 


phone from field headquarters at 
Khafji that the company was ex- 
pecting assurances that the sea 
around the platforms and in chan- 
nels used by tankers loading at 
the Khafji export terminal were 
safe. 

Khafji was the site of the first 
battle in the Gulf war late last 
January and was briefly taken by 
Iraqi troops. AOC's facilities 
emerged relatively unharmed — 
one septic tank was destroyed 
and some administration build- 
ings were hit by shells. 

Onshore, where 130,000 b/d 
were produced in pre-crisis days, 
it is s different story. 

Getty Oil Co. holds the conces- 
sion from Riyadh, and has to put 
out oil well fires and staunch 
teaks before it can resume pro- 
duction from Wafra, Umm 
Gudair. and Twaris fields. 


“There are 12 or 30 fires and 
quite a few leaking wells. They’ve 
also got to dear the ordnance and 
explosives left behind by the Ira- 
qis," said Ed Herman at Getty's 
Riyadh office, who recently vi- 
sited the area. 

“Wafra is still pretty heavily 
rained," Herman said. 

Another oil industry source in 
Riyadh said gathering centres, 
into which oil was piped from the 
wells and oil and gas separated 
before being pumped onto re- 
fineries, had been blown up by 
the Iraqis. 

Conditions in onshore areas 
operated by the Kuwait Oil Co. 
(KOC) were similar, the source 
added. 

It will probably be four to six 
months before there is any pro- 
duction,” Herman said. 

Hopefully by that time Getty 


will have found a route by which 
it can pipe its oil to an export 
terminal. 

The 70,000 b/d refinery at Mina 
AJ Zoor. known as Mina Saud in 
Saudi Arabia although it is a few 
miles into Kuwaiti territory, is no 
longer an option. 

“Mine Al Zoor was pretty well 
destroyed," Herman said. 

Alternatives could be piping 
the oil north to KOC facilities 
further up the coast or south to 
tbe AOC terminal at Khafji. 

The Getty gathering centres 
were hooked’ up to Kuwaiti facili- 
ties other than Mina Al Zoor, but 
the pipelines suffered some dam- 
age as Iraqi tanks Tolled over 
them. 

Revenues from neutral zone 
production are split 50-50 be- 
tween Kuwait and Saudi Arabia. 
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Egypt seeks Mgtier oil 
output, less consumption 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt’s new oil 
minister, Hamdi All Al Banbi. 
said Wednesday bis mandate 
from the president was to in- 
crease production capacity and 
slash domestic consumption. 

“The next phase will focus on 
drilling operations in search for 
oil in Egypt’s Western Desert and 
the southern governorates," Ban- 
bi told the national news agency 
MENA. 

President Hosni Mubarak 
Monday appointed Banbi, a 
senior oil industry executive, to 
replace veteran' oD and mineral 
wealth minister Abdul Hadi Kan- 
dee!. 

“President Mubarak's direc- 
tives concentrate mainly on in- 
creasing production and rationa- 
lising consumption to help bolster 
tbe national economy,” Banbi 


said. 

Cairo will soon invite interna- 
tional companies to bid for new 
concessions for oil and gas drill- 
ing in the Red Sea area as part of 
its policy to encourage new in- 
vestments, he added. 

Egypt is not a member of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) but it 
has cooperated in the past with 
the 13-member group to boost 
world prices and curb output. 

It currently produces around 
900,000 barrels per day, about 
half of which is consumed domes- 
tically. 

Earlier this month, the govern- 
ment sharply raised domestic 
energy prices saying they were 
much lower than world prices. 
The increases would also help cut 
consumption, it said. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakistan 
has set a higher economic growth 
target for the financial year be- 
ginning in July which it said 
would be marked by an exercise 
in self-reliance. 

The policy-making National 
Economic Council (NEC) 
approved the gross domestic pro- 
duct target of 6.5 per cent for 
1991/92, up from an estimated 5.5 
per cen: in 1 990*9 1. Finance 
Minister Sam-- Aziz taid z news 
conference. 

He said the meeting, chaired 
by Prime N'Jnisio: Nawaz Sharif, 
approved a higher annua: de- 
velopment programme for 1991/ 
92 compared with one cf 63 bil- 
lion rucees (S2.7 billion) in 1990/ 
91. 

But Aziz declined tc give fi- 
gures for the next programme 
before Sharif s six-month-old 
government presents its first 
budget to parliament’s lower 
house on May 30. 

“Reducing borrowings and de- 
ficit will be the major strategy of 
our budget,” he said. 

Sharif, who took office last 
November, inherited a budget for 
1990/91 formulated by the gov- 
ernment of prime minister Be- 
nazir Bhutto. 


Bonn to tie development 
aid to defence spending 

3CNN (R) — Germany plans to attach conditions to its development 
I aid obliging recipient nations to curb defence spending, undertake 
political reforms and respect human rights. Economic Cooperation 
Minister Carl-Dieter Spranger said. 

In an interview with die Passauer Neue Presse newspaper 
published Tuesday, he said his ministry was preparing a list of criteria 
for future aid which would pay attention to excessive arms spending. 

"In providing development aid. we must ensure that it is not used 
indirectly for defence spending by enabling countries to save money 
on social spending, for example, which they then put into defence,” 
Spranger said. 

He said Germany would like into account factors such as the 
security situation of recipient nations and the share of national 
income devoted to military expenditure. 

He said the was confident that Germany's Western partners would 
adjust their aid policies along similar tines. 

Germany has pledged to maintain development aid despite the 
high costs of German unification last October. 

A month later, Bonn scrapped all of former East Germany’s aid to 
hardline communist Cuba, dting human rights abuses and economic 
□tism'znagement. 

Spranger s ministry has a 1991 budget of 7.76 billion marks ($4.5 
billion). 


loins GATT 


GENEVA (AP) — El Salvador 
Wednesday became the latest 
country to join the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), which sets rules for 
world commerce and provides a 
framework for trade liberalisa- 
tion talks. 

El Salvador is the 102nd nation 
to join GATT, whose administra- 
tion is based in Geneva. 

The GATT secretariat said 
membership took effect 30 days 
after it received formal confirma- 
tion that the Salvadoran parlia- 
ment ratified the country's agree- 
{ mem to join. 

■ The latest round of GATT 
I trade liberalisation talks were 
| suspended in December because 
jof disagreements between die 
i European Community (EC) and 
(world food exporters. 
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CUPERTING, California (R) — 
Apple Computer Inc., faced with 
a sluggish personal computer 
market, has said it will cut its 
work force by 10 per cent or 
about 1,600 employees and res- 
tructure operations. 

Tbe company, which has about 
15,600 workers, said the job cuts 
will be made through layoffs and 
attrition. 


A major innovator and pioneer 
in the personal computer field, 
Apple has lost sales in recent 
years to competitors in the Un- 
ited States, Japan and other na- 
tions., 

“Over the past year, Apple 
changed its business strategy 
from one which emphasised high- 
gross margins to one which 
sought much higher market 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


myn — Rumours of bad company results and a collapse in 
futures prices wiped out earlier gains. The Nikkei average closed 
down 82.55 points or 0.32 per cent at 25,398.66. 

SYDNEY — Early foreign buying of leading stocks drove shares 
higher but gains were reduced by local selling. The All Ordinaries 
Index closed up 5.4 points at 2,541.4. 

HONG KONG — Shares dosed slightly easier as a nervous 
market awaited the outcome of Sino-British talks in Beijing on the 
future of a second airport for Hong Kong. The Blue Chip Hang 
Seng Index closed at 3,826.62, 3/26 points down. 
SINGAPORE — Demand for Malaysian stocks on tbe over-the- 
counter market boosted prices over a broad front. The Blue Chip 
Straits Times Industrial Index rose 7.05 paints to 1,525.03. 
BOMBAY — The stock exchange was ordered closed after the 
assassination of former prime minister Rajiv Gandhi. A spokes- 
man said he did not yet know when it would reopen. 


FRANKFURT — Buoyant buying from foreign and domestic 
investors propelled German shares 1.9 per cent higher to their 
highest dosing level in nine months. The 30-share Dax Index 
ended at 1,647.69, up 30.29 points from Tuesday. 

ZURICH — Wall Street's overnight gain and Frankfurts Firmer 
dose underpinned sentiment and Swiss .Shares ended higher. 
Tbe SP1 Index rose 8.6 points to 1,097.1. 

PARIS — Shares changed direction in afternoon trading, depress- 
ed by Wall Street’s dip, to close slightly down. The CAC-40 Index 
ended 1.96 points lower at 1,831.13. 

LONDON — The FTSE Index ended a quiet session around the 
day’s lows, 16.8 points down at 2,465.9. 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks remained modestly pressured in quiet 
trading with the focus to the holiday period ahead. The Dow 
Jones Industrial average traded around Tuesday’s close at 2,905. 
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Cinema Tel: 677420 

CONCORD 


r Cinema Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Nick Notte& & Martian Short 
In 

THREE FUGITIVES® 

Show: 3:30. ‘ g 

‘ Tel: 675571 

NUOUM 





X Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


LAMBADA 



Show: 12:30. 3/30. 6:30. 8:30. 1030. P-™. 
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share." Apple said in a state- 
ment. 

3u: Apple Chairman John 
Scuiiey saic that while the prog- 
ramme to boost sales was work- 
ing, the company “must acceler- 
ate our expense reduction process 
a: this time." 

The increasingly competitive 
persona] computer market has 
prompted a number of computer- 
makers to slash prices recently. 


MOSCOW (R) — Tbe Kremlin 
lifted an unpopular five per cent 
sales tax on basic food items and 
consumer goods Tuesday as part 
of last month's deal wtih restive 
l republics to end labour unrest. 

) The Soviet Council of Minis- 
ters said the so-called “presiden- 
tial tax.” on items ranging from 
meat to eggs, milk and childrens* 
clothing, would be lifted im- 
mediately. 

The statement, issued by the 
official TASS news agency, said 
the decision was made “to protect 
the population." 

President Mikhail Gorbachev 
signed a land maker declaration 
with nine republican leaders last 
month, calling for joint efforts to 
save the country from social and 
economic collapse. 

At tbe meeting, rebellious re- 
publican leaders, including Gor- 
bachev’s arch-rival Boris Yeltsin, 
agreed to call for an end to a, 
two-month strike which paralysed 
the coal industry. They also 


agreed to sign a union treaty 
keeping the country intact. 

Gorbachev* made several con- 
cessions in return, including eas- 
ing steep price rises of up to 250 
per cent which went into effect on 
April 2. He also agreed to review- 
tax policy. 


The decision to lift the five per 
cent sales tax is a signal that the 
Soviet government intends to 
honour its agreement with the 
republics — even if it means 
paying a high price. 

The sales tax was introduced 
Jan. 


ANGLICAN CHURCH 
THUS SUNDAY AS PENTECOST 

B 2 .m. Holy Communion 
5.30 p.m. Family Communion 
Preacher: Fr Tom Fitzpatrick, SJ 
Tel: 628543 


A FEMALE ASSSSTAftST TO A DENTIST WANTED 
to work at Dr. Tayseer Al-Afyouni clinic. 

Call :n person between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. and from 4 
p.m. until 8 p.m. The clinic is located in Sweiffeh 
district, opposite Al Sufora’ bakery above the Housing 
Bank. 



iSSSONS 

For All Levels 
Theoretical & Practical 

Please call tel: 827371 from 2:30 p.m. Thursdays 
and Fridays and after 6 p.m. from Saturday 
through Wednesday. 


GARTEN 

Requires a foreign teacher to teach 
English 

Fisas© call tel: 828736 


Arabic 


Show: 30:30, 6:30. 8:30 p.m. 



Executive Secretary & Public Relations Officer: 

■£■ Part time or full time basis 

☆ Preferably with experience. 

☆ Excellent English (written & oral) 

Only for these who are qualified, please contact 
tel nos.: 6218S1/623223, for interview. 


FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apartment comprising two bedrooms, two 
bathrooms, kitchen, dining/sitting room. Separate heating, 
electricity and phone. 

Located in Shmeisani. 

For further details please phone: 669335 


FOR RENT OR SALE: Furnished villa in Marj 
Al Hamam area/ Alia Housing Estate 

FOR RENT: Furnished flat in the 5th Circle area 

1 . FOR RENT OR SALE: A furnished villa of one floor, consisting 
of three bedrooms, one of them master, salon, dining-living, 
kitchen, maid room with bathroom, three bathrooms, with 
telephone and central heating. The villa is surrounded with a 
large garden which includes a guard’s room with a bathroom, a 
well, a garage for two cars. Area of the building is 280 square 
metres and area of the land is 900 square metres. 

2. FOR RENT: Ground floor apartment with private entrance in 
the 5th Circle area. Consists of 3 bedrooms, dining hall, salon 
and dining room, kitchen and a guests’ bathroom: with tele- 
phone and central heating. Attached to the apartment is a large 
glassed-in veranda and a backyard. 

For Information please call Tel: 827482 



Friday, 31 May 1991 

This new motor sporting event is designed to be 
of interest to everyone and to promote 
competitive and recreational activities aimed at 
using motor cars in a sporting and touring 
context. It is open to everyone and has the 
following main advantages over conventional 
rallies: 

■ All asphalt public roads — no rough roads. 

■ No high speeds — ail official speed limits are 
observed. 

■ No time consuming pre-event practice. Secret 
route that is announced only at the start. 

■ All types of cars are suitable from the smallest 
to the biggest. 

■ No limit to number of passengers, provided that 
the normal seating capacity of the car is not 
exceeded. 

The rally is sponsored by the Royal 
Automobile Club of Jordan to whom 
all enquiries should be sent. 


*i 


in for an exciting and enjoyable day 
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World News 


Gandhi assass ination shakes the world 


LONDON (AP) — World lead- 
ers shaken by the assassination of 
former Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi of India are expressing 
concern for the resilience of 
democracy in India. 

Some worried that Gandhi’s 
death in a bomb blast Tuesday 
could portend instability and 
greater bloodshed. 

“A stem trial of character and 
will may now face India, her 
leaders and her people,” U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said Tuesday in a 
message to Gandhi's widow 
Sonia. "They will have the good- 
will of the entire international 
community in facing this chal- 
lenge.” 

Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev said his country was “fil- 
led with indignation over this 
monstrous crime." Gorbachev 
called Gandhi a “great personal 
friend" in a separate message to 
Sonia Gandhi. Gorbachev has 
visited India twice since assuming 
power in 1985. 

U.S. President George Bush 
denounced the killing as “appall- 
ing,” and the House of Repre- 
sentatives observed a moment of 
silence. “I don’t know what the 
world's coming to,” Bush said. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major described Gandhi as “a 
very brave man” and said that- 
despite the loss, he remained 
optimistic about India's future. 
“Democracy is a very secure 
plant and 1 have no doubt it will 
survive.” 

The newly named French Pre- 
mier Edith Cresson called the 
assassination a “very great mis- 
fortune for democracy." 

Vice President Dan Quayle 
said in Jakarta, Indonesia, on 
Wednesday that he will fly to 
India to represent the United 
States at Gandhi's funeral. The 
Indian politician is to be cre- 
maied on Friday. 

President COrazon Aquino of 
the Philippines expressed “pro- 
found sadness” at Gandhi's 
death. Aquino's husband Benig- 
no was assassinated in 1983 when 
he attempted to return to oppose 
then President Ferdinand Mar- 


in Pakistan, India's neighbour 
and erstwhile enemy. Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif said early 
Wednesday that he was stunned 
'by Gandhi's death and would 
attend the funeral. 

“We are saddened by the pas- 
sing away, under such tragic cir- 
cumstances, of an important and 
distinguished political leader of 
our region," Sharif said. 

Traditionally uneasy neigh- 
bours, Pakistan and India have 


three times gone to war since 
1947 when the subcontinent was 
divided between Hindu India and 
a majority Muslim Pakistan. But 
relations improved during Gan- 
dhi’s tenure. 

Economist John Kenneth Gal- 
braith. U.S. ambassador to India 
during President John F. Ken- 
nedy's administration, said the 
assassination marked the end of a 
political dynasty. 

He was a man of charm, good 
humour, and while he came re- 
luctantly into politics, he 
emerged as a very skilful politi- 
cian,” Galbraith said Tuesday 
from his office at Harvard Uni- 
versity. 

Gandhi 46, was the son of the 
late Prime Minister Indira Gan- 
dhi, who was assassinated in 
1984. 

His grandfather was Jawaharlal 
Nehru, India's first prime minis- 
ter, and his grandfather. Motilal 
Nehru, was a major figure in the 
Indian independence movement. 

“The great-grandfather, grand- 
father, mother and now Rajiv 
were the dynasty.” Galbraith 
said.“At least for the short run, 
this is the end.” 

Among Gandhi's severest cri- 
tics, his death was viewed as 
repayment for wrong policies. 

President Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
of Pakistan said India had lost “a 
distinguished leader with a long 
record of service to his nation." 

“Pakistan condemns in the 
strongest terms of acts of tenor- 
ism wherever they may take 
place,” he said in a statement. 

New Zealand Prime Minister 
Jhn Bolger described the assas- 
sination as a blow to democracy. 

“It’s a tragedy for India and a 
tragedy for democracy every- 
where that a leader such as Rajiv 
Gandhi should be struck down in 
the final stages of an election 
campaign,” he said. 

Swedish Prime Minister Ingvar 
Carlsson compared Gandhi’s 
death to the assassination of 
other powerful politicians. 

“Martin Luther King, John 
Kennedy. Robert Kennedy, Olof 
Palme. There are many politi- 
cians who have paid a high price 
for their political work,” he said. 

The Dutch government said 
Gandhi bad been an inspirational 
leader. “Feelings of deep sym- 
pathy go out to the wife and 
children of Rajiv Gandhi and to 
all the people of India," its state- 
ment said. 

Gandhi’s Italian wife Sonia, 
who was not with him when he 
was killed,' comes from the small 
town of Orbassano, near- Turin. 

At the family hor.ie, her elderly 
aunt Dorina Maino told Italian 



Rajiv Gandhi 


News Agency (ANSA): "What a 
tragedy — they'd already killed 
his mother and we always feared 
the same would happen to Ra- 
jiv.” 

Japanese Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu expressed deep re- 
gret over Gandhi's assassination. 

“ft is very regrettable. While 
expressing, our condolences, we 
also pray from the bottoms of our 
hearts for the repose of his soul." 
Kaifu said. 

“He was a great man who 
worked to improve Japan-India 
relations.” 

Nepali leaders lamented the 
assassination of Gandhi and 
praised his support for their suc- 
cessful fight for democracy in the 
Himalayan kingdom. 

“Rajiv Gandhi made a great 
contribution towards the demo- 
cratic movement of Nepal,” said 
Girija Prasad Koirala, tipped to 


be Nepal's next prime minister 
after his Nepali Congress Party 


after his Nepali Congress Party 
won the kingdom's first free polls 
in three decades. 

“Nepal can never forget that,” 
Koirala said. His party cancelled 
an election victory rally in the 
capita] Wednesday in mourning 
for Gandhi. 

Sri Lankan President Rana- 
singhe Premadasa and opposition 
leaders also condemned the kill- 
ing and a Tamil group denied 
responsibility for the assassina- 
tion. 

Opposition politicians said 
minority Tamils in Sri Lanka had 
lost a man who could have helped 
solve die island’s ethnic unrest. 

Premadasa said in a statement 
read over state radio: His assas- 
sination is a brutal and barbaric 
act. All Sri Lankans join with me 
in condemning this horrible and 
cowardly act.” 

The lib eratio n Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) spokesman in 
London denied his group was 
involved in Gandhi's death. “I 


am certain that the Liberation 
Tigers of Tamil Eelam are not at 
all connected with this assassina- 
tion,” spokesman Anton Rajah 
said. 

Norway's Prime Minsiter Gro 
Harlem Brundtland condemned 
the killers saying they would be 
on the losing side in a worldwide 
battle for democracy. 

“India, the world's biggest 
democracy, has lost a great lead- 
er, and for the second time in a 
decade the Gandhi family has 
been hit by blind terror,” Brundt- 
land said. 

“But the killer will be on the 
losing side in the battle for the 
development of democracy and 
political justice in all nations,” 
she fold Norway's NTB news 
agency. 

Canadian Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney. arriving in Hong Kong 
for a four-day visit on Wednes- 
day, said Gandhi was a colleague 
and friend who would be deeply 
missed. 

“He was a wonderful colleague 
and friend, and we will miss him 
very deeply," he told reporters. 
Mulroney said he had sent a 
message of condolence to Gan- 
dhi's widow and family. 

Iran on Wednesday expressed 
regret over the killing. Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Morteza Sar- 
madi, quoted by the .Iranian 
News Agency (IRNA), said Iran 
hoped India would successfully 
weather the crisis caused by the 
“shocking” assassination. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Gareth Evans and Hazel Hawke, 
wife of Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke, will fly to India Thursday 
to attend the funeral. 

Belgian Prime Minister Wil- 
fried Martens appealed to Indians 
not to let the murder stop their 
efforts to live in harmony, state 
radio said on Wednesday. 

He said he had learned with 
consternation about the "horrible 


assassination." 

A spokesman for Martens said 
all Indian forces working for 
peace should remember the ex- 
ample of Gandhi and his late 
mother Indira Gandhi and pursue 
attempts to unite ail community, 
religious and ethnic groups. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Mark 
Eyskens told Belga News Agency 
tiie assassination was a base and 
scandalous blow to democracy. 

Egypt said Wednesday it hoped 
the assassination would not dent 
India’s democracy. 

“We regret this tragic incident 
and consider it a big loss," said 
Deputy Prime Minister for Fore- 
ign Affairs Boutros Ghali. 

"Egypt hopes that his death 
will not affect India’s democratic 


S. Korean sets himself on fire in anti-Roh protest 


SEOUL (AP) — A construction 
worker set himself on fire and 
jumped from the roof of a hospit- 
al morgue Wednesday in the 
ninth self-immolation protest 
against the government of Presi- 
dent Roh Tae-Woo. 

. Witnesses said Chung Sang- 
Sun, 26, was taken to the adja- 
cent Chonnam University Hospit- 
al in the southern city of Kwangju 
in critical condition. Witnesses 
said he kept saying “down with 
Roh Tae-Woo” as he was being 
carried to the emergency room. 

Chung was from Bosung, a 
township outside Kwangju, and 
apparently was acquainted with a 
high school student who re- 
mained in critical condition after 


a similar setf-immolation protest. 

Six people have died among 
the nine, most of them students, 
who have doused themselves with 
paint thinner and set themselves 
ablaze to protest the fatal beating 
of a student demonstrator by 
police. 

Also Wednesday, the prime 
minister resigned to take respon- 
sibility for more than a month of 
violent nationwide protests that 
have plunged Roh's government 
into its most serious political cri- 
sis. 

The resignation of Prime 
Minister Ro Jai-Bong paves the 
way for Roh to reshuffle the 
cabinet and initiate political and 
economic reforms to try to defuse 


the unrest that followed the fatal 
beating. 

A replacement was not named 
immediately. 

Presidential sources said a 
cabinet reshuffle was likely and 
news reports said amnesty for 
some political prisoners was ex- 
pected by week’s end as the 
governing Democratic Liberal 
Party struggled to come to grips 
with the crisis. 

Prosecutors in Kwangju said 
Wednesday they would seek 
arrest warrants for five of 11 riot 
troopers implicated in tbe club- 
bing of a 22-year-old anti- 
government protester Monday. 

The protester, Kwon Chang- 
Soo, remained in critical condi- 


tion in a Kwangju hospital with 
brain injuries. Dissidents and stu- 
dents warned of a new wave of 
protests if he died. 


After Ro’s resignation, Kim 
Dae-Jung, head of tbe main 
opposition New Democratic Par- 
ty, said by telephone, “the real 
question is not the resignation, 
.but who will replace him. 

“Tbe people want reform, and 
they don't want to be dis- 
appointed/’ Kim said. 


President Roh has made broad 
democratic reform since taking 
office in 1988, but dissidents, 
students and opposition leaders 
say be has backtracked in the past 
year. 


House rejects Bush’s $291b military budget 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Democratic-controlled 
House of Representatives has re- 
jected President George Bush’s 
$29 1-billion military budget that 
would pay for four new B-2 
Stealth bombers and spend bil- 
lions of dollars on the Strategic 
Defence Initiative (SDI). 

By a vote of 287-127, the lower 
house of Congress refused to 
scrap the rival fiscal Z992 package 
drawn up by the House Armed 
Services Committee. Republicans 
had sought to replace it with 
Bush's blueprint. Bush is a Re- 
publican. 

Tbe full House is expected to 
give final approval to the commit- 
tee’s budget, which also calls for 
spending S291 billion in the fiscal 
year beginning Oct. 1, Wednes- 


day. 

Bush has threatened to veto 
the military budget bill if Cbn- 
gress does not fully fond the B-2 
Stealth bomber and the SDI, 
known as Star Wars. 

Despite the veto threat, the 
House Monday preserved the 
committee's deep cuts in the 
proposed budget for SDI and 
theatre missile defences, reducing 
the programmes from $5.2 billion 
to about $3.5 billion. 

The committee package also 
terminates the B-2 bomber at 15 
planes and funds the F-14 D jet 
fighter and V-22 Osprey tilt-rotor 
aircraft — two programmes Bush 
has tried to kill. 

Republicans attacked the 1992 
budget drawn up by the commit- 
tee for making deep cuts in 


strategic weapons while restoring 
funds for projects in lawmakers' 
districts. 

As the House turned aside the 
Republican effort to restore 
Bush’s budget plan. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney was tell- 
ing a Senate panel that the House 
bill falls short on the issues of the 
B-2, SDI and levels of National 
Guard and reserves. Cheney, in 
arguing for SDI. the so-called 
Star Ware plan against nuclear 
missile attack, said the Gulf war 
and the use of Scud missiles was 
“a small taste of what's in store 
for us down the road.” 

Tbe House's agenda Tuesday 
also included votes on a handful 
of amendments calling on U.S. 
allies to shoulder a greater share 
of the defence burden. 


The U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives called for a reduction 
of U.S. troops in Europe by 
150,000 by 1995, with some con- 
gressmen saying Europe had to 
contribute more to its own de- 
fence. 


But the House rejected more 
extreme proposals to aggressively 
cut U.S. troop numbers worl- 
dwide. including withdrawal of 
14,000 from S. Korea in two 
years. 


It approved by a 260 to 163 
vote a non-binding “sense of 
Congress” amendment that also 
asks that troops in the United 
States be ready to move rapidly 
into combat if necessary in 
Europe or anywhere else in the 
world. 


U.N. cites economic, political inequality in Asia 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — Ine- 
quality is one of the most striking 
features of Asia — between na- 
tions, between rich and poor and 
between men and women, 
according to a U.N. report re- 
leased Wednesday. 

The U.N. Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP) report, which 
seeks to rank 160 countries by 
their success in education and 
health care as well as economic 
progress, finds Japan a world 
leader. 


Hong Kong ranks 25, South 
Korea 35, Singapore 37 and 
Malaysia 52 — countries which the 
report says have more in common 
until major industrial nations than 
most developing countries. 

But the continent as a whole 
has 7 00 million people who live in 


poverty with the great majority of 
them in India and Bangladesh. 

Only about half the Asian 
population has access to both safe 
water and sanitation and there is 
marked discrimination against 
women, it said. 

Female literacy rates are only 
73 per cent of those for men, a 
figure that has not changed in the 
past 15 years. 

“Female life expectancy is low, 
with a substantia] number of 
women who would have lived if 
they had been born elsewhere,” 
the report said. 

The report on human develop- 
ment attempts to challenge the 
World Bank's annual develop- 
ment survey, which concentrates 
on economic wealth as a baro- 
meter of success. 


Instead, the UNDP report 
ranks nations according to dis- 
tribution of income, literacy 
rates, educational opportunities, 
infant mortality and other health 
factors as well as wealth. 

Some East Asian countries 
have achieved fainy rapid reduc- 
tion in infant mortality to about 
five per cent, including China, 
Singapore and Hong Kong. 

About 85 per cent of the re- 
gion's one-year-old children are 
immunised, a higher proportion 
than the average for industrial 
countries, it said. 

But in South Asia, all countries 
except Sri Lanka fall into the 
category of low human develop- 
ment, the report said. 

Pakistan, which ranks 120 com- 
pared with 123 for India and 82 


for China and 75 for Sri Lanka, is 
singled out in Che survey, whose 
principal author is Dr. Mabbub 
U1 Haq, a former Pakistani fi- 
nance minister. 


Haq describes his country as 
having an impressive annual eco- 
nomic growth rate of about six 
per cent, which it failed to trans- 
late into a human development 
programme. 

Its average life expectancy is 
below most Asian nations and 
adult literacy of 31 per cent is 
among the world’s lowest. 

Corruption also took its toll in 
Pakistan with illegitimate private 
gain from public positions esti- 
mated at four per cent of the 
gross national product, the report 
said. 


Russian 


parliament 


approves 

presidency 

law 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian Fed- 
eration President Boris Yeltsin 
won formal approval Wednesday 
for a powerful executive pres- 
idency which he is expected to 
occupy after direct elections next 
month. 

The Congress of People’s 
Depoties, the highest legislature 
in the Soviet Union's most 
powerful republic, voted by 615 
to 235 to approve a la w outlining 
the future president's powers. He 
will be able to appoint ministers, 
issue decrees and sack rebellious 
local official. 


The overwhelming vote all but 
banished fears that hardline 
Communist deputies might be 
able to block the poll at the last 
legislative hurdle Wednesday — 
constitutional amendments that 
require a two-thirds majority. 

Hardliners, who regard Yeltsin 
as dangerous and authoritarian, 
argue that the June 12 poll is 
premature. But supporters see 
the election as a way of increasing 
Yeltsin's personal authority in 
political wrangling with President 
Mikhail Gorbachev over power- 
sharing. 


Yeltsin, who quit the Com- 
munist Party at a stormy congress 
last July, faces his strongest chal- 
lenges from party member and 
former Prime Minister Nikolai 
Ryzhkov and from Gorbachev 
adviser Vadim Bakatin. But he is 
widely expected to win the elec- 
tion on the basis of strong support 
in industrial centres. 

Yeltsin advocates strict limits 
on tbe powers of central Soviet 
authorities, as personified by 
Gorbachev, over the country's 15 
republics. 

Russia would become the 
second Soviet republic with a 
directly-elected executive presi- 
dent — symptom of a gradual 
erosion of central Kremlin power 
unthinkable before Gorbachev 
began his perestroika reforms in 
1985. 

Now Gorbachev's own hold on 
government is challenged by the 
nationalist tendency he unwit- 
tingly spawned. 
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march,” he added. 

Turkish President Turgut Ozal 
has expressed deep sorrow over 
the assassination of former Indian 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

“Our sorrow at the loss of this 
esteemed statesman who has con- 
tributed to the development of 
relations between Turkey and In- 
dia and who has served his coun- 
try... is deep," President Turgut 
Ozal said in a statement issued 
late Tuesday. 

“On behalf of myself and the 
Turkish nation I extend condo- 
lences to the people of India and 
to the Gandhi family," be said, 
according to the semi-official 
Anatolian News Agency. 

African National Congress 
(ANC) Deputy President Nelson 
Mandela was horrified at the 
assassination of Gandhi and sent 
a message of condolence to the 
bereaved family on Wednesday, 
the ANC said. 

“Mandela... received the tragic 
news of the assassination with a 
profound sense of honor," an 
ANC statement seaid. 

"The Gandhi family, the Con- 
gress Party of India and the Indi- 
an people as a whole have suf- 
fered an irreparable loss in the 
untimely death of this promising 
stateman.” 

“Our heartfelt sympathies and 
thoughts are with the people of 
India in this hour of sorrow,” tbe 
statement said. 

The Dalai Lama condemned 
the assassination and urged India 
to remain calm. 

“I am deeply concerned over 
the degeneration of the state of 
affairs in this country,” said 
Tibet's spiritual leader who has 
lived in exile in India since 1959. 

“The assassination of Mr. Ra- 
jiv Gandhi and others recently 
are a tragic reminder of this,” tie 
said in a statement issued by his 
New Delhi office. 

Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus Wednesday cal- 
led the assasination a tragic set- 
back to democracy not only in his 
country but also in the world. 

Canada's Externa! Affairs 
Minister Barbara McDougall 
said, “] express the profound 
hope of the prime minister and of 
this government that it will not be 
allowed to interfere with the 
democratic process at this very 
sensitive time during this very 
important election/' she said. 

French Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Daniel Bernard ex- 
pressed hope the attack was not 
“a signal of a chain of violence. 
All we can hope for is that the 
Indians maintain reason” and 
that the elections “continue in 
relative calm." 




Jawaharlal Nehru 




Nehru dynasty grip 
on power ends with 
Rajiv Gandhi’s death 


NEW DELHI (R) — Tbe Nefarn dynasty’s hold mi power to India is 


Mrs. Mandela, women arrested 


in political prisoners’ protest 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South African police arrested 
Winnie Mandela and the lead- 
ership of the African National 
Congress (ANC) Women’s 
League Wednesday during a de- 
monstration in support of politic- 
al prisoners. 

Mandela, 56, wife of ANC 
Deputy President Nelson Mande- 
la, was charged with obstructing 
traffic and resisting arrest after 
the women cried to chain off a 
main street in central Johannes- 
burg, police said. 

They were detained at John 
Vorster Square Police Headquar- 
ters pending a court appearance. 

Mrs. Mandela is already on bail 
awaiting her appeal against a 
six-year prison sentence for kid- 
napping and complicity in an 
assault in Johannesburg’s Soweto 
township two years ago. 

Nelson Mandela arrived at 


Quayle arrives in Jakarta 


JAKARTA (AP) — U.S. Vice 
President Dan Quayle arrived in 
Indonesia Wednesday after vow- 
ing that the United States would 
continue to maintain its role as a 
"Pacific power." 

Indonesia was the final stop of 
a three-nation, six-day Asian tour 
that has emphasised security and 
economic isues. But upon his 
arrival from Singapore, Quayle 
said he would represent the Un- 
ited States at the funeral for 
former Indian Prime Minister Ra- 
jiv Gandhi, who was assassinated 
Tuesday. 

“Rajiv Gandhi was a leader for 
the new generation of leadership. 


He was committed to democracy 
and economic growth. The assas- 
sination is a great tragedy/’ 
Quayle said as he arrived in 
Jakarta’s aitport, where he was 
met by Foreign Minister Ali Ala- 
tas. 

While Quayle started the trip 
in Japan pressing for greater U.S. 
sales, in Jakarta he was expected 
to bear requests that Americans 
buy more Indonesian products. 
He was also expected to sign an 
agreement on science and tech- 
nology cooperation. 

Quayle’s one-day stay in Jakar- 
ta will include meetings with 
President Suharto. 



Ireland tightens 
controls on- 
fighting dogs 


The family, haunted by tragedy in later years, produced 
Congress Forty prime n ufafaf t * * 1 * who ruled for 38 of India’s 44 
years of mdepeiuience. 

But tbe coni tying It to supreme office hi the world’s biggest 
democracy effectively snapped Tuesday night when Rajiv Gandhi 
was blown up by a bomb fat Tamil Nadu state hi tbe south. 

Many doubt Congress can survive without a member of tbe 
Nehru dynasty at its head and win break apart without Rqjfr ■ 
Gandhi. 

Only Gandhi’s son Rahul, who sometimes travelled to campaign 
meeting, would be Bkdy to take on the family’s political role* But 
be is only 17. 

The dynasty was often beset by controversy. 

Rajiv’s mother Indira Gandhi, the daughter of Jawaharlal 
Nefarn, who was prime nmbdnr from independence in 1947 until 
Us death in 1964, imposed a state of emergency with near 
dictatorial power to 1975. ' 

When she called elections two years later. Congress was swept out of 
power for tbe first time since independence from Britain to 1947 and 
she lost her own parfiamentary seat. 

Rqjfr Gandhi led Congress to defeat in November, 1989, amid 
charges of c o r r uption and incompetence. 

But the dynasty was never less than a major factor to Indian 
politics. 

Rajiv was campaigning hard to recover power when be was 
killed. Opinion poBs Congress would be the biggest 

p ar t y after poffing ended Sunday, but without a pa r l ia mentary 
majority. 

Rajiv was the non-political Gandhi, happy as an airfine pitot 
until his younger brother Saqjay was lcffled when Us fight aircraft 
crashed in Delhi while he was perforating aerobatics. 

His mother, then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, pressed him to 
take on Saqjay’s high-profile, some said dominating, role to the 
Congress Party that fed India to Independence and has been 
India’s major political party ever since. 

R^jiv took over as prime minister boors after Imfira was kffled 
fry Sikh bodyguards to October, 1984. 

They killed her to revenge four months after she ordered the 
army into Amritsar’s Golden Temple, the holiest Sikh shrine, in an 
operation to root oat Sikh separatists nsing it as a headquarters. 

About 1,000 people, many of them pflgrims, were kffled mid 
some of the hoUest shrines in tbe big complex damaged badly. 

Her MMimiriinn provoked aati-Sikh riots to Delhi to which 
some 3,000 Sikhs were hacked, beaten and horded to death. * 

There ware fears eruptions could occur alter Rajiv’s 

assassination, and police to Delhi and some neighbouring states 
were immediately put on high alert. 

Nehru, a British-educated lawyer with an impeccably English 
gentleman style, was the main creator of the policies onjy now 
slowly begfontag to change. 

He emphasised stale control of basic industries and heavy' 
protection against foreign competition to create a setf-snfflrient 
economy amwd at raising the fivtog standards^ the mass of Indian 
poor. 

White none of his political opponents would have wished to see 
Rjtfiv Gandhi assassinated, many of them had long fought for an 
end of the Nefarn dynasty's grip on power. 

Many senior leaders quit Congress, some because their route to 
the top was Mocked by a Gandhi. 

Vbfawanath Pratap Singh* once Gandhi’s finance and defence 
minister, left to 1987 after colleagues frustrated a drive against 
all-pervasive corruption. 

Singh pot together a National Front Alliance of small parties 
that drove Gandhi from power in the last elections, chiefly on a 
platform of coemption charges against Gandhi and Congress, 
which Gandhi vehemently (tented. 

Singh lost power last November and is now fighting to regain it. 
He lost some of his party bat gained an affiance with India’s two 
main Communist parties. 

Both wanted a Congress defeat that would embarrass Gandhi 
and persuade powerful regional party bosses to topple 


DUBLIN (R) — 
eminent following a- move b* 
Britain to crack down on 
dogs, has ordered that (til pb fc n- 

•ially-dangerous dogs bemezd^j 

and feasted. Britain 
import of fighting dogs and 
dogs may be destroyed ' 
of legislation propos^ ' after a j 
ckQd was mankm by an America 
pit bull terrier. Irish Environment 
Minister Padraig Flynnor-dered 
dial a number of breeds fnfi 
list was bring drawn npH- bad 66 
be securely muzzled and ■leashed 
in public places. Vets esthnate 
there are up to 2.000'pit. bo]] 
terriers in the Irish Republic with 
many being used in jUegaQjt- 
staged dog fights. Flynn, isson^ 


the order on Tuesday night, said 
the question of prohibiting fine 


importation and owneship of cer- 
tain breeds would be examined. 
This would require further leg- 
islation. 


Pakistani workers: 
stole money 
they printed 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Em. 
ployees of a Pakistani govern-^ 
meat money printing house have 
for years stolen bundles of crisp 
notes fresh from the press, Fi- 
nance Minister Sartaz Am told 
parliament. He told the' Senate 
(upper house) that six employees 
of die security printing press at 
Karachi had been arrested after 
authorities detected two recent 
thefts of seven million rupees 
($298,000). “Pilferage in the 
security press has been going cm 
for the last several years/' Aziz 
said. More than four million 
rupees ($170,000) were reco-^ 
vered, be added. He did not 
disclose the total sum lost over 
foe years. 


Farmer cuts off his 
tongue to escape 
family squabble 


PEKING (R) — Chinese fanner. 
Cao HungxL caught ip the middle 
of a long-running row between 
his wife and his father, snippet^ 
off his tongue with a pair scissors 
because he did not know whose 
side to take, an official newspap- 
er said. The 24-year-old’s rela- 
tives and neighbours wrapped the 
cut-off portion in a cabbage leaf 
and rushed him to hospital, but 
doctors could not repair the dam- 
age, according to the eastern 
Jiangsu province’s Xinhua Daily. 


Man jailed for 
raping woman 
he ‘bought’ 


John Vorster Square — a build- 
ing that became notorious during 
the decades-long anti— apartheid 
struggle for tales of abuse of 
political detainees — to check on 
his wife's wellbeing. 

He told reporters he was con- 
sidering bringing charges of 
assault against police officers 
alleged to have manhandled her 
during the dawn arrest. 

Mrs. Mandela and her col- 
leagues threw a chain across a 
busy street after an all-night vigil 
in support of 200 political prison- 
ers entering the fourth week of a 
hunger strike. 

They are demanding the strik- 
ers be freed under an amnesty 
agreement reached in talks be- 
tween the government and the 
ANC on preparing the ground for 
negotiations on a non-racial 
democratic constitution. 


PEKING (R). — China has jail 
a farmer for six years for rapin 
woman he “bought” for 3.C 
yuan ($570), the Legal Daily sa 
The man in eastern Anhui p: 
vince. desperate for a wi 
bought the woman from t 
southwestern province of Yunn 
from a slave trader, the newspi 
er said. After the woman reftc 
to sleep with him for three nig! 
in a row, the peasant enlisted 1 
help of four of his friends w 
ripped off the woman's dot! 
and forced her to submit. 1 
four accomplices were jailed ; 
three years. The problem 
abducting women and buying a 
selling them as “wives” has I 
come prominent in China as d 
parities in wealth have appear 
between regions. There ba 
been many reports of pc 
women going to cities to look 1 
work being abducted at bus s 
tions and railway stations 
gangs who then sell them 
wives. Often they are sold 
wealthier areas, but not always 
there is a “wife shortage” amo 
farmers as many women fn 
rural areas would rather take 
chance at finding work in the c 
than marry a fanner and stay 
the countryside. 


Marcos must pay 
$2m to families 


LOS ANGELES (R) — In 
Marcos, widow of Phfiip 
President Ferdinand Marcos 
ordered to pay $2 million to s 
a wrongful death suit brougi 
the families of two anti-Mi 
union leaders murdered in Sc 
nearly JO years ago. The » 
ment, approved by Jo 
Manana Pfaelzer, provides 
Marcos and the Manx® e 
must borrow the money to 
the families, lawyers said. Mi 
assets have been frozen for 
years under a court order is 
by Pfaelzer pending the a 
ment of a lawsuit filed bj 
Philippine government of I 
dent Corazon Aquino sec 
$50 billion in damages fron 
Marcos family and alleged as 
ates. 






